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| 1 TO THE 
' OFFICERS OF THE ARMY IN GENERAL, 
v Ax e 
To THE LATE BRITISH GARRISON 
OF SAINT EUSTATIUS IN PARTICULAR, 
THIS COURT MARTIAL 
ON LIEUTENANT-COLONEL COCK BURN, | 
OF THE THIRTY-FIFTH REGIMENT, 
is MOST HUMBLY DEDICATED. 
TRE SUDDEN AND UNEXPECTED CAPTURE 
I OF SO IMPORTANT A POST; 
THE ANXIETY OF ALL EUROPE TO BE 
ACQUAINTED WITH THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
| ATTENDING IT; 
THE ADVANTAGES THAT MAY BE DERIVED 
BY TRANSMITTING TO POSTERITY 
THE MINUTES OF A MILITARY TRIBUNAL, 
ON CHARGES OF A NATURE SO INCOMPATIBLE 
WITH THE GENERAL CHARACTER OF A 
'* BRITISH OFFICER, 
'F | (SO FULLY AND SUBSTANTIALLY PROVED) 
| WILL, I PRESUME, JUSTIFY ME IN THIS ADDRESS 
(AS A PUBLIC DUTY.) | 
AND I H®PE YOU WILL DO ME THE HONOUR 
5 TO ACCEPT IT 
AS A PRIVATE TRIBUTE OF MY 
FRIENDSHIP AND ESTEEM. 


WILLIAM ROGERSON, 
Licutenant 33th Reg. Foot. 


London, 
July I, 3 783. 
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T a GENERAL COURT- MARTIAL, 

held at the Horſe-Guards, on Monday the 
12th of May, 1783, and continued by ſeveral 
adjournments to Saturday the 3iſt of the ſame 
month, by virtue of a Special Warrant from 
his Majeſty, bearing date the 14th day of 
April, 1783, and of a ſubſequent warrant from 
his Majeſty, bearing date the 7th day of the 
ſaid month of May. | «4 


Lieut.-Gen. Sir ROBERT: HAMILTON, Bart, 
75 Preſident. „ 

| Lieut. Gen. Hugh Earl Percy, Lieut. Gen. William Taylor, 

Major-Gen. John Douglas, Major-Gen. Joſeph Brome, 

Col. John Leland, Col. John Earl of Suftolk, 

Col. Hon. Chapel Norton, Col. George Hotham, 

Col. Guſtavus Guydickens, Col. John Hill, 

Col. Alexander Dickſon, Col. Matthew Dixon, 

Col. Lord Spencer Hamilton, Col. Samuel Hulſe. 

Sir CHarRLES GovLD, Judge-Advocate General. 


_ The 
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The ſeveral members of the Court being duly 
ſworn, and the Judge- Advocate alſo fworn, 

{ 95 


| | om 
JAMES COCKBURN, Efquire, | 


Lieutenant-colonel of the Thirty-fifth regiment of 
Hh Foot, © | 


Came Priſoner before the Court, and the 
following charge exhibited againſt him, viz. 
“ That he was guilty of culpable negle& while 
„ commanding in chief his Majeſty's aj in the 
„ iſland of St. Euſtatius, in not taking the neceſ- 
« ſary precautions for the defence of the ſaid 
& iſland, notwithſtanding he had received intelli- 
« gence of an attack intended by the enemy upon 
e the ſame. And farther, that he did, on the 
& twenty-fixth day of November, 1781, | ſuffer 
* himſelf to be ſurpriſed by an inferior body of 


French troops, which landed on the ſaid ifland, 


te without any oppoſition ; and that he did ſhame- 
cc fully abandon and give up the Garriſon, Poſts, 
* and Troops, which were under his command.” 
The ſaid Lieutenant coloned JAMES COCK- 
BURN ftood farther charged with © Scandalous 
and infamous behaviour, unbecoming the cha- 
« racter of an Officer and a Gentleman, in claiming 


e and obtaining from the Commander in chief of 


ce the French troops, a ſum of money, not his 
« own, upon the ground of its being his own 
private property.” 12 

The PRISONER admitted that he was Lieute- 
nant-colonel of the Thirty- fifth regiment, as ſtated 
in the charge, and alſo that he had the chief com- 
mand of the Troops in the iſland of St, Euſtatius, 
at the time when it was captured by the French. 


Lieutenagt 
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Lieutenant WILLIAM ROGERSON, 
Of the 13th Regiment of Foot, I 


To whom it had been given in charge to con- 
duct the Proſecution, by pointing out the mate- 
rial witneſſes, addreſſed the Court as follows : 


Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Court, 


Before I call in any witneſſes to ſupport the pro- 
ſecution, will you permit me to read a letter, 
which I had the honour of receiving from Sir 
Charles Gould, his Majeſty's Judge-Advocate Ge- 


neral ? | 


ce 8 1 R, Horſe- Guards, 6th May, 178 3. 


ee AS the proſecution of the charges againſt 
Lieutenant colonel Cockburn, cannot be con- 
« ducted with any degree of order or perſpicuity 
« without the aſſiſtance of ſome perſon, who is 
c from his own obſervation acquainted with, or has 
« had an opportunity of informing himſelf con- 
cc cerning the facts in queſtion ; and, as you was 
ce the Officer who brought the firſt intelligence to 
« Government of the iſland of St. Euſtatius being 
< captured by a body of French troops, and be- 
e ing called upon, gave a narrative in writing of 
& ſeveral circumſtances relative to that event, I am 
„to deſire you will attend the trial of the ſaid 
« Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, and after deli- 
« vering your own teſtimony, ſubject to the croſs 
* examination of the Priſoner, that you will point 
«out the ſeveral witneſſes who can ſpeak to the 
ce different points in fuch order, and ſuggeſt ſuch 
«* queſtions to be propoſed to them, as ſhall ap- 

1 of 5s pear 


— 
— 
„ Ai. od 


( 4 Y 


te pear to you moſt apt for bringing the whole 
ct matter diſtinctly before the Court. 


« ] am, Srx, | *. 
© Your moſt obedient and 
* „ Moſt humble ſervant, 
N . * CHARLES GOULD, 
* Judge-Advocate General.“ 


« Lieutenant William Rogerſon, 


of the 1 3th regt. of Foot.“ 


Mr. Preſident, and Gm of the Court, 


 ISTAND before you, in the moſt diſagreeable and 
invidious light that an Officer can appear in; and, I 
truſt, it is well known to every body that it was not 
my inclination, but my duty that placed me here. 1 
have much to aſk from the countenance and protection 
of my brother Officers in general, for I have nei- 
ther fortune, rank, or abilities to ſupport me. But 
in particular 1 moſt humbly and earneſtly entreat 
your candour and patience during the courſe of this 
trial; for I never in my life appeared at a Court of 


this ſolemn nature before, either as a witneſs, pro- 


ſecutor, or priſoner. 

It is true that I was, by mere accident, the 
Officer who firſt brought the intelligence of the 
ſurrender of the iſland of St. Euſtatius to Major- 
general Chriſtie, and from him to his Majeſty's 
Miniſters at home; and I think ir a juſtice to the 
character. of that Officer to declare, that he never 
received from me any information relative to that 
buſineſs, that I did not moſt openly and voluntarily 


avow, When I heard the cenſures that were 


thrown out on the garriſon ſo falſely, inſinuating 
their naglect, ſupineneſs, and want of courage: 


when it was the opinion of General Officers chat 


4 his 


65 7 


bis Majeſty would diſmiſs the two regiments from 
his ſervice for ever—what muſt my feelings have been, 
conſcious as I was of the gallantry, alertneſs, and 
attention of my unfortunate brother ſoldiers? If I 
had ſuffered any report to circulate that could af- 
fect the honour and the character of e whole, and 
of many, whoſe conduct it ever had been my ambi- 
tion to copy, and whoſe friendſhip it ever ſhall be 
my pride to deſerve. And I declare moſt folemnly 
to this Honourable Court, and to the world, that 
whatever my narrative contained, and whatever I 
ſaid or ſigned relative to the Joſs of the iſland of 
St. Euſtatius, if it tended to criminate any particu- 
lar individual, as not the effects of pique or perſo- 
nal reſentment, but a conſcientious diſcharge ' of 
what 1 confidered my duty, and to vindicate from 
the world the character of a Britiſh garriſon, whoſe 
exertions, until that important day, had ever re- 
ceived the moſt honourable applauſe, and whoſe 
anxiety and ardour to diſtinguiſh themſelves in the 
ſervice of their King and Country, I will be bold 
to ſay was never ſurpaſſed by any troops in the world, 


Lieutenant Rogerſon now declared that he did 
not wiſh to give any evidence himſelf, but would be 
happy to'anſwer any queſtions that Colonel Cock- 
burn might propoſe. Lieutenant-colonel Cock- 
burn declining to propoſe any queſtions, - 

Colonel ANDREW EDHOUSE, 
Of the 13th regiment of Foot, was called ; and 
\ being ſworn, was examined. 


Q. (By the Proſecutor.) Was he in the iNanl 
of St. Euſtatius at the time of the deceaſe of Bri- 


gadier-general Ogilvie ? 
A;; Yes ; tas * died c on the 1 of May, 


1781. 
Q. Did 


A - 8 * — 2 2 
8 
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Q. Did the Field officers of the garriſon wait on 


Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn to know whether he 


intended to aſſume the command upon the death 
of Brigadier Ogilvie? 3 
A. Les; the deponent, with the Field officers of 
the garriſon, Lieutenant · colonel Stopford, Major 
Crawford, and Major Roberts, waited upon him 
for that purpoſe. _ : 
What paſſed upon that occaſion ?_ 
"A. The Surgeons, who attended Brigadier Ogil- 


vie, being of opinion he could not live above two 


or three days, they waited upon Lieutenant- colo- 


nel Cockburn to acquaint him therewith, and in - 


timated, that in caſe of the Brigadier's death, it 
ſhould ſeem that the command would devolve upon 


the deponent. Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn ſaid, 


he was an older Lieutenant-colonel by ſix or ſeven 

months, and that he would not give up the com- 
mand to an officer of an inferior rank. The de- 
ponent obſerved to him, that as Quarter-maſter- 
general, and an Agent, he ought not to ſucceed to 
that command, and offered to refer the queſtion to 
Major-general Preſcott, a friend of Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Cockburn; who continued ſtrenuouſly to aſ- 
ſert his right to the command, and declined ſub- 


mitting the queſtion to reference, declaring, in the 
Preſence. of the Field Officers, that he would 


not in that caſe abide by the decifion of Fe/us 

Chriſt. | | | 
Being defired to ſtate the ſtrength of the 
13th regiment, which he commanded at the time 


ot the capture, he produced a copy of a return 


made by him, whereby it appeared, that the 
number of men of the ſaid 14th regiment, rank 
and file, who were made priſoners of war at St. 


Euſtatius, on the 26th of November, 1781, was 
three 


1 


three hundred and thirty-five ; a copy of which 
return is inſerted at large in the Appendix, A. 

Q. (By defire of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn.) 
Is this a true copy of the return which was given 
in by him to Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn? 

A. He don't recollect a return given in by him 
to Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn; he recollects 
Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn took out of his 
hand a return which he was carrying to the Mar- 
quis de Bouillé, and to which he conceives Lieute- 
nant colonel Cockburn had not then a right, 
being himſelf a Priſoner, wherein there may per- 
haps have been ſome trifling difference. | 
Being aſked by the Court, whether the number 

ſtated in this return conſiſted of Effectives fit for 
duty? — he anſwered in the negative; and laid 
before the Court a memorandum taken by him- 
ſelf, wherein a deduction was made of forty-five 
men ſick; and conſequently there remained fit for 
duty, two hundred and ninety. | 

Q. (By the Proſecutor.) Did he ever hear there 
was a poſt in the north-weſt part of tne iſland of 
St. Euſtatius ? 

A. He did. 

The Court wiſhing to ſee a map or plan of the 
iſland, Captain Robert Garſtin, of the Royal Ar- 
tillery, accommodated them with a ſketch taken 
upon the ſpot for his own uſe, and which was ad- 
mitted as well by the Defendant as the Proſecutor 
to be ſufficiently accurate for the information of 
the Court. 

Q. (To the witneſs, Colonel Edhouſe.) What! is 
the name of that polt ? 

A. It is known by the name of Tumbis 4 


Dick. 
| Q. In 


(8) 


. To what eſtimation did it appear to him, 


| thn the late Brigadier Ogilvie held this poſt ? 


A. He believes the Brigadier looked ,ypen it 


as a place of great importance. 
What force did Brigadier Ogilvie allot for 


the defence of that poſt? 


A. A Subaltern Officer, with two Serjeants, two 
Corporals, a Drummer, and twenty Private. 

Q. What opinion did the inhabitants and 
Troops i in general entertain of Brigadier Ogilvie, 
as an officer? 

A. They reſpected him while living. and re- 
gretted him when he died; and always looked 
upon him as a good officer, and attentive to his 
duty. 
1 Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn reduce 
the — of this poſt called Tumble- down Dick, 
ſoon ee be ſucceeded to the command ? 8 

A. Immediately after the deceaſe of the Briga- 
dier, from a Subaltern's guard, to a corporal and 
three P. i vate. | 

Was an out-lying piquet eſtabliſhed by 


Brigadier Ogilvie ; and if any, of what did it con- 
ſiſt? < 


A. There was, it conſiſted of a Captain 's Piquer, 
and as he thinks, two Subalterns, two or three 
Serjeants, and thirty. Private men; they had a 
room apropriated for their uſe, and he believes 
with orders to turn out at a moment's warn- 


ing. N 


Lieutenant JOHN BAT H E, 


Adjutant of the 15th Regiment, and for ſome time 
acting as Town- major, 


Was called, for the purpoſe of proving an order, 
and 


i 


Z 


and . an Orderly- book of the Garriſon” 


which he authenticated upon oath; and reference 


was had to an entry therein of the goth of May, 


1781, whence it appears, that on that day the 


Piquets conſiſted of one Captain, two Subalterns, 


two Serjeants, two Corporals, two Drummers, and 


forty Private; the guards then were, excluſive of 


the detachment at Tumble-down Dick, one Subal- 


tern, eight Serjeants, twelve Cotporals, one n 
mern, 0 wincqpeſoven Fart. N | 
| Colonel. E D H 0 U 8 E was farther rig nab 


Q. (By the- 'Pro; ofecutor. Did Lieutenant colonel 
Cockburn durnig his command convert that piquet 


: — ro N unt! 


That change was made; n men ets dif. 


miſſed from the parade at evening: gun firing, with 
orders to go to their ſeveral barracks, whic were 


diſperſed in different patts of the iſland. 
Q. Did the Priſoner communicate to kim as 


Second in command, any intelligence received N 


tive to the defigns of the enemy * 1 75 
A. He did Det. e ee aca 


Q. Did Lieutenant-cologel cbt Aer in. 


form him, of any N55 of defence he had letefmi- 


ned upon im eafe o attack? ho le 


* — ol as — 
A. He nevet did. irn IIa s 2 


Q Did mt blue Coelborß at aan | 
at 


time during his command, aſſemble the polo 
their alarm poſts, or did he take any arb keps 
to ſtimulate the troops to à greater degree o 


attention ane 1 1 s f e he þ on and 
on dut 9 
or 9 Ne Ne" 8 (G e 


Wer I of bal n es was "each 


= — 


HE N mm 


mand. 
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Soldier in poſſeſſion of th the morning of the 26th 


November, 1781? 
A. He cannot recollect, as to che particular 


number, but believes each man may have then had 
1 or ſix rounds. 


Had they more than this number ? 

A He can t ſpeak with certainty. 

Q. (By defire of Lieutenant- Colonel Galan. ) 
Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn remain in the 
command of the iſland from the deceaſe of Briga- 
dier Ogilvie, until the time of 1 Its being ſurpriled 


by che Freneh ? 


A. He does not know . Fee 
nel Cockburn remained in the iſland all the time 
or not, but ſuppoſing him to have continued 
all the time there, he certainly retained the com- 


Q. (By the Court.) Had he any. reaſon. to. be. 
Heve that eee Cockburn had left 
the iſland? 

1 No. | 

Q. If Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn had gone 
out of the iſland, would not the deponent have 
been informed of i ic, as next in command ? | 

A., He ſuppoſes he ſhould. _ 

Q. (By. defire of: Lieutenant: Colonel Cockburn 7 
Does he ſpeak from his own knowledge with re- 
ſpect to Tymble-down Dick, or as having heard it 
it from others ? | 

A. He ſpeaks from the information of others, 


never having ſeen the poſt himſelf. 


Q. (By. he Profecuter. ) Did Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Cockburn ever diſperſe ſmall parties during 
the time of his command, and particularly after 


the 12th of November, 1781, for the purpoſe of 
preventing a ſurpriſe f 


A, Nat 


< iz }; 


A. Not to his knowledge. 

The following queſtions being propoſed; 

„ Does he think the conduct of Lieutenant- 
{ colonel Cockburn during his command in the 
dc Iſland, was ſuch, as to merit the eſteem and 
e good wiſhes of the inhabitants and garriſon of 
« of the iſland; — a doubt ariſing touching 
the propriety of the queſtion ; the Court delibe- 
rated thereon, and reſolved not to propoſe this 
queſtion to the witneſs, as being too gene- 
ral. = TED „„ 
Q. (By defire of Lieutenant- Colonel Cockburn.) 
During the time Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn had 
the honour of commanding, did the witneſs ever 
know him to be inattentive or negligent of 
the ſervice, or to relax in any point of his 
duty ? 8 3 | 

A. He cannot ſay he did, he believes Lieutenant= 
colonel Cockburn was always looked upon as a 
good officer, 5 

. What was Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn's 
uſual hour of riſing in a morning? ; | 
71 4 He has frequently ſeen him riding out very 
early. Ns 
Q. (By the Court.) What was the nature of 
Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn's agency ? 

A. He was looked upon as an agent, becauſe 
he had a conſiderable ſum of money under his 
care, belonging either to the Captors or to Go- 
vernment. N 

Q. Had he any converſation with Brigadier 
Ogilvie upon the importance of the poſt of Tum- 
ble-down Dick? A 
A. He has frequently had converſation with 
Brigadier Ogilvie, who expreſſed himſelf as 

n „ 8 looking 


(12) 


looking upon it as a poſt of much impor- 
nee 
| Q. How ſoon after the Brigadier 5 deceale Was 
- the guards there reduced ? 9 
= A. Almoſt immediately after the - Command's 
F devolying upon Lievrenant-colonel Cockburn. 
188 Q. Did Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn iſſue any 
| orders for the men being ſupplied wil ammuni- 
| tion? Kee? 
A. There had been anorder iſſued, he believes, 
8 5 hy General Vaughan, that they ſhould be delivered 
out ſixty rounds of ball cartridges, fix rounds to 
. be furniſhed to each man, and the reſt to remain 
in ſtore. 
Q. (By the Court. ) Was ere a geld bfcer of 
the day, or any other Officer appointed do viſit the 
1 uuarqds and . 
= A. There was; but he does not cee 
that there was any at the time of he 2 5 


ture. | | 
Q. How long had it been diſcontinned? 


A. He cannot upon his memory ſay. * 
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Ai. He thinks that was the N each man 
=. had, on and off duty. 
| | Q. What was the deckidn of diſcontinuing a 
| field. officer of the day? 

A. He believes its being thought too ſevere a 
duty, as at one time he believes there were only 


1 two Field-officers upon the iſland. 


Fl Q. Ar the time the guard at Tumble- down 
= 1 Dick was reduced, how many nights was each 
1 maajan in bed? 

i A. They were in bed only one e night each, and 


Xi 

113 

i $S ſome not even that; * | 
: 
| 


— 


1. 8 Qi. Had the men on duty en Tp fix rounds? 


e 
The Horagralde JOSEPH. $TOPFORD, 


Colonel of the 15th regiment of Foot, being 


ſworn, os of examined, * 
: . 310 


1 N 


Q p BY 100 Proſecutor ) Was he preſent WO 


the iſland of St. Euſtatius at the time of che 
death of Brigadier Ogil vie 24 

A. He was, 570 79 

Q. Did the Field- officers of the Seni wait 
upon Lievtenaht-cologel Cockburn, to know, 
whether he intended to take . Fe him the 
command? i e eee e 

A. They did. 171 Fe 

Q. What paſſed on that ocenfions] 1 D 


A. As nearly as he can fecollect, Lieutenant- 
colonel / Edhouſe addreſſed Lieutenant- colonel 


Cockburn, and aſked; whether he - propoked' to 
take the command > i Feutenant ole Cock 
burn ſeemed rather ſurpriſed at the queſtion, and 
ſaid, he undoubtedly did: — his Majeſty having 
thought proper to give him the commiſſion he 
then bore,” he would not wave his right, to which 
his ſeniority entitled him, and quoted an inſtance 


in ſupport of his claim, the occaſion of the doubt | 


being, that he held a diſtinct office, 

Q. Did any. thing more Nl N that occa- 
ion en 
A. He believes thete gk but Me doe, not 
recolle& the particulars. 

Q. Did Lieutenant- colonel Cockbure rake the 
command? 111 
A. Immediately upon the Brigadier's Weich 

Being deſired to ſtate to the Court, the ſtrength 
of the 1 'srh;regiment- at the time of the capture; 

He 129 it conſiſted of twẽao hundred and ſixty-one 


> 


rank 


(, 1% 


rank and file, of which ſixty-one were ſick, and 
conſequently there remained fit for dury- two 
hundred. 
Ms Q. Does he know or has he ſeen a poſt i in the 
_ © north-weſt part of the and, called Tumble-down 
Diek? 

A. He did ſee chat poſt. 

Q. In what eſtimation was that : poſt held by 
Brigadier Ogilvie? 

A. He cannot really ſay. —_ 

Q. What force did Brigadier Ogitie detach, 


5 for the defence of it ? 


A. A Subaltern, Serjeant, Corporal, _d nine- 
teen Private. 
Did Lieutenant - colonel Cockburn reduce 
the qetachment at that poſt ſoon alter he enen 
to the command? 

A. He did, either the very day or the day next 
after he took the command. | e OY 

Q. What alteration did he . i 

A. He left only a Corporal and three men. 

Q. Was there any out- lying Piquet eſtabliſn- 
5 ed by Brigadier Ogilvie, and * what did it 
conſiſt ? 

A. There was, conſiſting. of one e Captain, one 
Lieutenant, one, Enſign, two Saghennen. and he 
believes fifty rank and file. | 

Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn during. 
his command convert that. Piquet i into an en 
Piquet? 

* He did, ſoon alter he took the pod 
mand. 

Q. Does he recollect any particular order iſſued | 
reſpeCting t; FTW 

A. None that he can recollect, bee as to — * 
time of. their going their rounds. 
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. Did Lieutenant! Colonel 3 communi- 
cate to him, as third in command, any intelligence 
received relative to the deſigns of the enen 7" 

A. He did not. | . 

Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn ever in- 


a him of any plan of defence, which he had 
determined upon in caſe of an attack? 

Did Lieutenant colonel Cockburn dbding his 
command aſſemble the Garriſon at their alarm 
poſts, or take any particular ſteps to ſtimulate the 
troops (if poſſible) to a greater degree of alertneſs 
and attention, when on and off du? 


4 


A. He did not aſſemble them, but he gave them 


directions, where they were to repair in caſe of an 


alarm. 
Q. At what time were theſe direCtions given? 


A. He cannot exactly recollect the date, but it 


was ſoon after Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn took 
the command. 
 _ Being urged nanticlurly to recollect, whether 
Lee Cockburn ever did give out an 
order in that behalf, —anſwered, he really thinks he 
did. | 
- What number of ball cartridges were in poſ- 
felliah of the troops on the morning of the cap- 
ture! ? 
A. Six rounds per man. | 
QA. Did Lieutepant-colonel Codkburn ever diſ- 
perſe ſmall parties to prevent a ſurpriſe? 
A. He conſiders the Patroles from the piquet in 
that light. 
Had the Patroles Hom the piquet any orders 
to go beyond the ẽ n? 
A. The town is ſo ſtraggling that they muſt go 
ſome diſtance from the town to perform their duty. 


E What 
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2 Wpat orders did that W receive? _ (\ 
A. They were to Keep every thing quiet, and 


to take up all ſoldiers and inhabitants ibat were 
diſorderly. 


Qs; 15 the iti that 40 ever ſup- 
Rae to have been upon the watch to prevent 4 
urpriſe ? 6 15316-0610 9165 l ost DA. mort 3.4 

A. He thought ſo. e ARES 

„ defire of Lieutenant- Colonel Cockburn. 3 
Did he ever obſerve Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn 
to be remiſs or inattentive during his een 
or to relax in any point of his duty Pi 1b * 

A. He did not. 
Q, What was Lieutenant. . Cockburn 8 fo 
vſuatrime of rifing in the morning? nit 3 
A. Generally at day light. 

Q. (By the Court.) lu what eſtimation did the 
witneſs hold the. poſt of Tumble-down Dick? 

A. It appeared to him of no great conſequence 
by reaſon of the great ſurf that raged there. 

Q When the alarm poſts were eſtabliſhed, does 


he know the troops were at any time em 
make them acquainted with them? 


A. The fields in which the troops were drilled 
were their alarm poſts, 

Q. Did the patrole of the Piquer ever = [5 far 
as the out- poſts? 

A. They did not. ae 

Q Were any general alarm-poſt e enabled in 
caſe of any great alarm? | [| | 

A. There were not. bs 

Q. What was the . which originally called 
Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn to St. Euſtatius? 

A. That of the © ONO Rn; de- 
| 


1 


— — ON . Might | 
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4. Might not troops have landed without com- 
ing near any of the batteries? 
A. They might. 
Were there any other acceſſible pech not 
defended by batteries? 
A. There were ſome not defended by any bat- 

3 where ſingle boats might ſlip in. 

What was the weather, the day on which he 
was at Tumble-down Dick? 

A. There was a great ſurf, as he believes there 
generally is; he does not particularly recollect what 
wind there was that day. 

Q. What reaſons were aſſigned for changing the 
_ out-lying Piquet to an in-lying Piquet? | 
A. He never heard any particular reaſon aſſign» 
E ed. 


Q. Were there poſts of leſs importance, Which 


might with more propriety have been reduced in 
numbers ? | | 

A. He does not think there were. 

Q. When Lieutenant-cologel Cockburn kad 
a the command, did he continue to exerciſe the 
office of Quarter-maſter-general ? 

A. He apprehends he did. 


Q. Suppoſing boats could land, could troops 


get up with more eaſe at Tumble-down Dick than 
in other parts of the iſland ? 

A. They could, the beach being flat. 

. Of what extent was the opening of this 

beach from the ſea * 

A. He believes, a mile or obs © in extent. 

Q. Was this the narroweſt part of the beach? 

A. It was. 

Q. Were there any batteries to defend this 


” place? - 
D A. One 
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A. One juſt in the entrance of the bay near to 
the water. 

Q. Is it equally dangerous in reſpect to the ſurf 
for boats to land in other parts of the iſland ? 

A. He has heard it was, but he never went round 
himſelf. 

Q. (By the Proſecutor ) Does be recollect the 
number of guns planted at Tumble-down Dick? 

A. He does not. 

Does he recollect from the obſervations be 
made, that the beach was a fine ſand, with many 
ſea ſhells upon it? 

A. He does not recollect it particularly. 

. What diſtance was he from the ſea ſhore ? 

A. He was at the battery, which he judges may 

have been about ten yards from it. 
2 What was the uſual time of the garriſon's 
riſing,—and was Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn ſin- 
gularly remarkable for riſing early? 

A. The garriſon uſually roſe at gun- firing, e ex- 
cept when particular orders were given for a field- 
day or otherwiſe; Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn 
was generally amongſt the firſt who were ſtiring. 


Does he recolle& the nature of the road from 


Tumble- down Dick to the town ? 

A. It was very bad road, between two hills. 

Q. Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn riſe be. 
fore gun firing? 

A. Hereally can't ſay. 

Q. Was any guard poſted upon the road between 
the garriſon and Tumble-down Dick ? | 

A. No. 

Q. What was the diſtance between the town and 
Tumble-down Dick? 5 
A. About eight miles ;—upon recolle&ion he 
thinks he has over-rated the diſtance. 


Q. How 


( 19) 

Q. How many men could march a-breaſt in the 
narrow way ? 

A. He thinks in certain parts of it three: 

Q. Of what length was that narrow way? 

A. He calls the whole a narrow way. 

Q. Was is OY neceſſary to paſs that nar- 
row way d 

A. He knows of no other road. 

Q. Were there any means of impeding or 


checking the progreſs of an enemy, whilſt paſſing 
through this narrow way ? 


A. There were not. 

Q. Would not the ground have admitted of it ? 

A. Yes, the ground would admit of it the 
deponent only rode that way one morning. 

Q. Could not the enemy have marched over a 
field or fields as ey approached towards the gar- 
riſon ? 

A. They could. 


Q Were not thoſe fields a fine clear 5 coun- 
try? 
A. They were. 


Major GEORGE HEN D ERS ON, 
Then a Captain of the 13th Regiment of Foot 


was ſworn and examined. 


Q Was he on the iſland of St. Euſtatius at the 
time of Brigadier Ogilvie's deceaſe? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was Tumble- down Dick generally under- 
ſtood to be a poſt of importance? 
A. He conſidered it fo, and always heard it 
ſpoken of as ſuch by others. 

D 2 Q. What 
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What alteration did Lieutena nt-colonel Cock- 


$ds make at Tumble-down Dick, when he ſuc- 
ceeded to the command? 


A. During the latter part of the life time of 


Brigadier Ogilvie the poſt conſiſted of one Subal- 


tern, two Serjeants, two Corporals, and twenty 
Private, and he believes an artillery man, the Bri- 
gadier-general died on the 31ſt of May, 1781, and 
on the iſt of June Lieutenant Colonel Cockburn 
ordered, that the detachment ſhould be reduced to 


A Corporal and three Private. 


Q. Was not an out lying piquet eſtabliſhed du- 
ring the life time of Brigadier Ogllvie? | 

A. Ves. 

Q. Was a houſe appropriated during Brigadier 
Ogilvie's life time for that out- lying piquet, ſo as 
to be in readineſs to turn out at a moment's warn- 
ing? 

11 There ts piquet mounted at gun 
firing, and were marched by the captain of the 


piquet from the grand parade to the houſe ſo appro- 


priated, where centinels were poſted to prevent the 
men diſperſing, and with orders upon any alarm to 
aſſemble. 

Q. Did Lieutenant · colonel Cockburn, during 
his command convert that Piquet into an in-lying 


piquet? 


A. The Piquet by Lieutenant. colonel Cock- 
burn's orders, after forming in the afternoon at 
gun firing, and examining the mens arms and am- 
munition were diſmiſſed by the Captain of the Pi- 


quet, with orders to retire to their Barracks, and to 


lie in their accoutrements, ſo as to be always ready 
to turn out at a moment's warning in caſe of wy 
alarm. 


Q: Did that indulgence make the duty any ea- 
ſier ? | 
* | A. He 


( ) 


A. He does not know that it did; becauſe the 
beddivs in the barracks were very indifferent, 
the 1 5th regiment in particular had only boards to 
lie upon, they had no bedding. 

Q Does the deponent know of a report made to 
Licutenant-colonel Cockburn of the practicability 
of an enemy's landing at Jenkins's Bay ? 

A. He had ſome converſation with - Captain 
Garſtin of the artillery after the ſurrender of the 
iſland, who informed him, that with great diffi- 
culty, and with the aſſiſtance of a guide, he had 
found out this hay, and that he had made a report 
of the ſtate thereof to Lieutenant-colonel Cock- 
burn, about ten or twelve days before the iſland 
was loſt, in the preſence of Mr. Daws, a gentle- 
man of the iſland, namely, that there was a ſandy 
beach, with a very high ground commanding it, 
and that an aſcent of the cliff might be effected, 
but with difficulty. 

Q. Was a guard, or a ſingle ſoldier poſted there 
by order of Lieutenant-colonel Per to 
alarm the garriſon in caſe of a ſurpriſe? 

A. He believes not, he never underſtood there 
WAS. 

Q. Were the 9 in which the ſoldiers 
were quartered diſperſed, or connected ? 

A. Diſperſed. 

Q. In caſe of neceſſity, how were the in- lying 
piquets to be aſſembled ? 

A. If an alarm happened, the in- lying piquets 
would partake of the ſame notice, as the reſt of 
the garriſon in general. 

Q. Was che x piquet thus circumſtanced An e 
of little, if any uſe, in caſe of a ſudden harm At 

the 

5 He 
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A. He does not think they could have aſſem- 
bled ſo expeditiouſly, they muſt have come in from 
the different barracks in a ſtraggling manner; 
when aſſembled, they would undoubredly have 
been uſeful. i 

Q. Could not the garriſon in general have been 
as ſoon aſſembled, or nearly ſo, as this Piquet 
would? 
A. Itjuſt made the difference of a Soldier being 
dreſſed, or undreſſed; the men of the piquet 
having their clothes on had nothing to do but to 
** their arms, and repair to their alarm- poſts. 


It being . o'clock the Court adjourned rl 
to-morrow morning ten o clock. 8 


| TUESDAY, "oh Mar, 1783. 


The COURT being met de beune to Adjournment, 
Major GEORGE HENDERSON was further 


EINE. 
WE By the Pro- As it . ee to report 
ſecutor.) all . to the captain of 


the piquet? 

A. Yes, except one 3 Officer's guard at the 
Scale- houſe, upon the bay, reported to Lieutenant- 
colonel Cockburn himſelf. 

Q. On what occaſion did Lieutenant colonel 
eee come to the iſland, and in what charac- 
ter or ſituation was he conſidered ? 

A. He came as Quarter-maſter-general to the 
army in the Weſt-Indies, under General Vaughan. 


Q. Did 


E a3 2 | 
Q. Did the witneſs, in common with the reft of 
the officers, ſign a paper impowering Lieutenant co- 
lonel Cock burn to act as his agent, for the diſtribu - 
tion of prize money? 

A. He did: Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn was 
one of the three agents appointed by the 13th re- 
giment. 
| Was Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn at hs 

time he took the command, acting as CI 
ter-general and agent? | 

A. He acted as Quarter-maſter-general, and was 
allo agent; the regiment to which he immediately 
belonged was at St. Lucia, but, the witneſs un- 
derſtood, he took the command in conſequence of 
being ſenior officer. 

Q. Did he ever hear in the courſe of converſati- 
on with Lieutenant-colone] Cockburn, that he, the 
Colonel, thought the iſland was not ſufficiently 
guarded along the eaſt and north eaſt part? 

A. It frequently happened that in an afternoon, 
when he delivered in his report to Lieutenant-colo- 
ne] Cockburn, the converſation turned upon the 
ſtrength of the garriſon ;—in one of theſe converſa- 
tions he told Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, he 
thought the Jeeward or weſtward fide of the iſland 
was in a very reſpectable ſtate of defence, but he 
infinuated that he differed with him in opinion re- 
lative to its ſtrength in the eaſtward or windward 
part ;—the ground on the weſtward fide, was very 
ſtrong of itlelf, and there were many ſtrong bat- 
teries. / 

Q. Were thoſe batteries an the weſt fide of the 
land erected during the time of Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburu's command ? ' 

A. Fhe- principal part of theſe batteries were 
erected or repaired during the command of m_ 
ra 
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ral ay han ; there were ſome Dutch birteries 
eonfiraGind under Captain Garſtin's directions, 
(who acted as Engineer) during mo colo- 


- nel Cockburn's command. 
What diſtance does he judge it to ave 


been Trom the Bay, near Tumble- down Dick, to 


Concoran ? 4 
A. He never was round that part himſelf, ind 


therefore can anſwer very imperfectly ; ; he ſuppoſes | 


about three miles. 

Was that part of the coaſt interſected with 
bays and creeks, and ſurroupded on every ſide 
with high and irregular land ? 

A. One bay there was, | morn bay, where 
the French landed. 

Q. Was this bay, from its gtustion, moſt 1; tkely 
to facilitate the operations of the enemy in attemp- 
ting a ſurpriſe ? 

A. The iſland has been ſurpriſed m more than once; 
and he always underſtood, that the place was car- 


ried by landing either at Tumble-down Bick or at 

Jenkins' s bay. 
What were the Polt that were ſtationed 400 

Tumble: down Dick, inclufive, to Concoran ? 


A. He has before mentioned, that at Tumble- 
down Dick there was a Corporal and three Pri- 


, vates, and there may have been one artillery. man; 


he knows of no other poſt. | 
What poſts were ſtationed from Concoran to 
the touth-eaſt or extreme part of the windward tide 
of the iſland ? 
A. There was a battery, which had bein erec- 
ted by General Vaughan, of three guns, eighteen- 
ounders — at which there was only one artillery- 


man ſtationed; he does. not know of any other 
pots eſtabliſhed in 885 part of the iſland. 


* What 
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Q. What is the name of the place at which this 
battery was erected ? 

A. He never underſtood it by any other name 
than Concoran, or Engliſh quarter, 

Q. Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn conſtruct 
batteries in wee part and creek that was acceſ- 
ſibls? 

A. Lieutenant: colonel Cockburn ardered a bat- 
tery to be conſtructed to the ſouthward of the bat- 
tery which had been ere&ed by General Vaughan, 
which the deponent believes was almoſt finiſhed 
when the iſland was taken. 

Q. What force was ſtationed in that battery? * 

A. There was not then a man; but he has un- 
derſtood it was intended to eſtabliſh a captain, two 
ſubalterns, and fifty rank and file there within two 
or three days afterwards, if the iſland had not been 
ſurpriſed; that battery was conſtructed, as the wit- 
neſs underſtood, to cover two bays; one a ſmall 
bay, which he was acquainted with, and he d 
it was to cover another alſo. 

Q. Did Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn acquaint 
him it was his intention to poſt a guard there? 

A. Lieutenant - colonel . Cockburn never gave 
him any -intimation of any circumſtance relative 
to that battery, or any part of the garriſon; he 
had the intimation which he has mentioned _—_ 
Captain Garſtin. 

Q. Did Lieutenant · colonel Cockburn cre. any 
batteries beſides thoſe now mentioned? | 
O. | 

Q. Did he ever hear that Lieutenant colonel 
Cockburn conſtructed a battery or erected a poſt 
at Jenkins's e or e the ue r wag 
commande 237 7 

A. No. 110 8 . 39 * 

Ds =_ Q. Where, 
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Where, and at what time, did the enemy 
und on the iſland of St. Euſtatius? 
A. He underſtood from the French officers, 
that they began to diſembark their troops about 
twelve at night at Jenkins's bay. 


la caſe the enemy had miſcarried at Jenkins's 
hy. might they in his opinion bave made their 


| debarkation good at Tumble-down Dick. 


A. He never was at Tumble-down Dick him- 


fa and therefore cannot ſpeak with certainty, 


Were there any guards or centinels on that 


Pa which the enemy landed, or between that 


part of the coaſt and the ſkirts of the town? 
A. There were no exterior ee en the 
town in that part. 3 8 
Q. Were there on parroling parties dende 
thoſe of the piquet? 

A. He does not remember any patroles going, 
N the rounds of the piquet. 

Q What orders * thoſe N Tatra 

arties? 
A. The orders were to ſuppreſs all diſturbances, 
and confine diſorderly ſoldiers who were found 
fraggling in the ſtreets.” The witneſs explained 
that the piquet extended to all panels that marched 
off from the parade. 

Q. Did he conſider: theſe piquet petrolipg par- 
ties as intended to guard againſt a ſurpriſe ? 

A. He ſuppoſes they were intended to guard 
againſt every thing within the extent of war 
founce. | 

Q. Were they ever ordered to patrole out of 
town, or to viſit any of _ guards WRIEY! up de- 
. tached out of town? 4 40 

A. There was no 3 detached, as he has be- 
fore ſaid, to the eaſtward or the northward there 
| ' were 
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were guards detached to the ſouthward; but when 
he mounted piquet he never viſited out there; he 


took in the range of all the guards in the lower, 


town and in the upper town, except the guard in 
Fort George, where, the draw-bridge being gene- 
rally kept drawn up at night, he did not judge it 
neceſſary to viſit ; befides, he could not have ad- 


mittance ; he had no particular orders upon the 
ſubject —a diſcretionary power was veſted in the 


officer. The deponent's reaſon for not viliting the 
guards out of town was, becauſe they commanded, 
being poſted upon high ground or cliffs. 

What does he know relative to any informa- 
tion received by Lieu: enant- colonel Cockburn of 
an intention of the enemy to make an attempt 
upon the iſland ? 

A. He cannot ſpeak as to ſuch information, 
otherwiſe than from hearſay. | 

Q. Were any general orders iſſued by Lieute- 
nant-colonel Cockburn, intimating to the officers 
and troops in garriſon any intelligence he had re- 
ceived, or any apprebenſion he was under of the 
Hand being attacked, in order to ſtimulate them to 
a greater degree (if poſſible) 172 alertneſs and at- 
tention when on and off dut 

A. He does not know of any ſuch orders. 

Q. Were any orders iſſued from the 12th'to the 
24th of November, 1781, on the ſubject of alarm- 
ing the garriſon, or exciting their particular atten- 
tion ? 


A. He cannot charge his memory with any ſuch 


order. 
. Does the deponent think ſuch an order would 
have put the officers particularly upon their guard? 
A. He thinks ſuch an order or intimation, con- 
veyed either in a public or private manner from 
— 2 the 
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the governor or commander of a garriſon, could 


not but have an effect both upon officers and men. 
Q. Would ſuch an order have put the negroes 


and inhabitants, well affected to the Britiſh govern- 


ment, alſo upon their guard, and have induced 
them to exert themſelves and keep a look out? 
A. The King had certainly ſome few good ſub- 
jects at St. Euſtatius, whom ſuch order might have 
ſtimulated, but they were very few: the inhabi- 
tants in general were brought up under a Dutch 
government. 


Q. Did it ever come to his knowledge that 


Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn was perſonally ac- 


tive and vigilant in reconnoitering and examining 


the ſeveral bays and creeks in the iſland of St, 


Euſtatius, ſo as to enable him to have a competent 


| Knowledge of its ſtrength ; and that ſuch places, 


if any, as might ſtand in need of It, might be put 
in a proper ſtate of defence ? 

A. It did not come to the deponent's know ledge 
that he was. 

Q Were there any detached poſts or centinels 
in the night more than by day? 

A. He does not recollect any. | 

Q. (By the Court.) Does he know whether 
there was any poſt eſtabliſhed at the ſignal houſe ? 

A. That poſt he underſtood to be 4 day Pal. 5 
not by night. 

Q. Who eſtabliſhed this fi ignal poſt ? 

A. He can't ſay whether it was eſtabliſhed in 
General Vaughan's time or Brigadier Ogilvie's — 
it was during the command of one of them. 

Q. (By defire of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn.) 
Was it the cuſtom of the 13th regiment to allow 
a tour of guard for an ordinary piquet ? 

A. He cannot charge his memory with that. 


C > Q. By 


— 


L.A 

Q. By whoſe order was the one attillery man 
poſted at the three-gun battery, as mentioned in 
the former part of his evidence? | 

A. He /hinks that one man was poſted there du - 
ring Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn's command; 
but that there was no more than one man he is 
certain. 

Q. Where was his company quartered, at the 
time the enemy took poſſeſſion of the iſland ? 

A. The deponent had two houſes allotted for 
his company upon a height immediately above 
Amſterdam fort. 

Q. Who were the ſubalterns of that company ? 

A. Enſign (now Lieutenant) Rogerion was one, 
and F Webſter the other. 

Q. Did one or both of thoſe ſubalterns lie in 
the quarters of the company aſſigned to them? 

A. Ir is difficult for him to anſwer this queſtion ; 
he does not know whether they inhabited the par- 
ticular barracks allotted to them, or accommodated 
themſelves more to their advantage : at the time the 
iſland was captured Lieutenant Rogerſon was quar- 
tered in Mr. Gordon's houſe, that lay at ſome diſ- 
tance from the town, not near the company; and 
Lieutenant Webſter was at the iſland of St. Mar- 
tin's. 

2 Did Lieutenant Rogerſon quit the compa- 
ny's quarters by order, or by leave? 

A. The deponent is unable to anſwer that queſ- 
tion. 

. What was Licutenant-colonel Cockbarm's 
uſual time of riſing in the morning? 

A. He always underſtood Licutenant-colorel 
Cockburn took a morning's ride carly, either be- 


fore or after bathing, 
Q. (By 
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Q. (By adeſre of the Proſecutor.) Did 8 depo- 
nent ever ſee an order iſſued by Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn for an officer to be quartered in any 
* 2 

He don't recollect any ſuch order. 

Q. Does be know whether Lieutenant Roger- 
ſon's being quartered in the houſe before- mentioned, 
was by invitation of the owner, or by any order ? 
A- He cannot ſay, nor whether Lieutenant 
Rogerſon went into it before Mr. Gordon left the 
Hand or afterwards. 

Did he not, until he removed into Mr. Gor- 
don's, live in a houſe, the family of which was 
obliged to ſupport him? 

A. Lieutenant Rogerſon lived down upon the 
bay with a Dutchman and his family, where the 
deponent looked upon him to be happily ſituated, 
and underſtood him to live without any expence 
whatever. 

Q. Were not the officers in the garriſon in the 
fame ſituation with reſpect to their quarters AR 

A. It was generally the caſe with the officers 
there, they lived with the family. . 

Did not the inhabitaars think it an a& of 
oppreſſion, that they ſhould be obliged to furniſh 
the officers with bread and board without any 
expence? _ / 

A. Some of them might, 48 did not, ow- 
ing probably in great meaſure to the circumſtances 
of the reſpective inhabitants; but it unqueſtiona- 
bly put the people to a conſiderable expence. 

Q. Did the officers, feeling for the ſituation of 
the inhabitants, endeavour to ge: houſes for them- 
ſelves? : 


A. They 


62 

A. They in general ſeparated from the inhabi- 
tants, as ſoon as they could form meſſes, which 
was not poſſible in the beginning. 

Q. Was it generally underſtood to be che wiſh 
of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, that the officers 
in general ſhould remove into quarters, and not 
live at the expence of the inhabicants of the iſland ? 

A. He never heard Lieutenant-colonel Cock- 
burn mention a ſyllable upon the ſubject, nor was 
any order iſſued upon that head. 

Q. Were there any officers quartered in meinde 
houſe which Lieutenant Rogerſon removed to? 
A. There were Lieutenant Scott and Enſign 
Smith, of the ſame regiment, who formed a meſs. 

Q. Were any officers quartered there previous to 
Lieutenant Rogerſon's going there? 

„A. Les; Captain Baits had been quartered 
there. a 
Q. Supp oſing there had hoes an alarm, Whither 

were the Sean $ e and CoOmgeny to 
repair? 
A. He ſhould have ſe to joinfuch of cbem 
as were off du: y at the alarm- poſt. 

Q. (By the Court.) n was che alarm > poſt 
of his company? _ | ; | 

A. On the grand de, 

Does he know of any order ãſſued to the 
ſubaſrerns of that company. LEN OE 
in their original quarters? 

A. He never ſaw any: he bad not had this com- 
pany long. | 
| . Does he know a een Ro 
ſon's taking up his abode at this houſe was known 
to Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn; and whether 


Lieutenant - colonel Cockburn expteſſed any dilap-. | 
probation thereof ? 


A, He 


— — 


r — 3 — 


VT - roo 
— — 


hve heme — 2 — —— — — — 
* „ 


6329 
A. He cannot ſay he ever heard any thing upon 


the ſubject. 


Q. Does he apprehend chat the King's: ſervice 
ſuffered at the time in queſtion, from Lieutenant 
vey oo s reſiding at Mr. Gordon's houſe ? 

He does not know that it did; he thinks 
Mz. Gordon's houſe was nearer the alarm- poſt, 
than Lieutenant Rogerſon's original quarters. 
Q. Was the CO.» ever at * Jenkins 8 
14 ? 14 
A. He never was. 


perion to viſit the out-poſts?' |» 

A. He does not recollect any. 

Q. Does he know whether © LentorantiLolohel 
Cockburn perſonally viewed the poſt of Tumble- 
down: Diek, or reconnoitered Jenkins's bay? 

A. He does not Han, nor never beard he 


. did. Li 70 21 Kinn de 


Q. Does he know of any particular ke re- 
ec this company? 

A. He is not clear upon recollection, Mberber 
there might not be ſome order ſpecified in Briga- 
dier Ogilvie's time, as to the officer's being 
attached to this company he rather rinks there 
WAS. 

Q. Could troops land in e Bert out of 
the reach of the Cunningham battery ? 

A. They could not. 
Were there not ſeveral parts lar. the 
iſland, Where troops might land clear of = bat- 


p He don't recollect any part hich was not 


commanded except Jenkins's Bay, he was infor- 
med there had been a battery of two mall guns 


on 


Does he er any 5 ide for Vow | 


i s mA, Load 4 


. 


on the commanding ground above Jenkin's- 
Bay. 

8 ( By defire of Lieutenant-Colonel Cockburn.) 
Whether the circumſtance of the officers living 
upon the inhabitants, was during his, Lieutenant- 
colonel Cockburn's command, or * the com- 
mand of General Vaughan. 

A. It was upon their firſt going to the 
iſland. 

Q (By defire of the Proſecutor.) Was there a 
wall erected by Brigadier Ogilvie, in a narrow 
lane between Major Roberts's barrack and his 
own, in order to ſtop the progreſs of an enemy 
in caſe of an attempt to paſs that way ? 


A. There was. 
Q. Was this wall taken down and levelled 


during the command of Lieutenant-colonel Cock- 
burn ſo as to make the communication open ? 
A. He does not know. 
Was this wall in exiſtence when the iſland 


was ken * 
A. He don't know. 


Lieutenant 10 H N B A T H E, 


Adjutant of the I 5th regiment 10 Foot, and at the 
time in queſtion, Town-adjutant, 


(By defire of the Proſecutor) pointed out an 
entry in the orderly book of the gth of May, 1781, 
(which was during the command of Brigadier 


Ogilvie,) of the following tenor, viz. 


> - After 


C6 2 
ar GENERAL ORDERS. 


* Tn caſe of an alarm by day, a gun to be 
« fired from Fort-George, and a red flag to 
er be hoiſted on the OP of the Dutch 
75 church. = 


The 3 | POSTS as follows. 


„ The flank companies to aſſemble oppoſite 
& to Fort- George.“ 
The 13th regiment on the 3 parade.“ 
« The 15th regiment in their drill field.“ 
The night alarm to be three diſtin guns 
« fired from Fort-George.” | 


And alſo acer order of an earlier date, viz. 
the 29th of March, 1781. 


« The commanding officer of artillery, will 
« 1fſue to the 13th and 15th regiments, ammuni- 
ce tion to complete them to ſixty rounds, and three 
„ good flints per man. Six rounds will be deli- 
< vered out to each man for preſent ſervice, the 
© remainder to be carefully lodged in the regimen- 
& ta] ſtore, 

* The rounds and patroles from the ſeveral 
„guards during the night, are to be very ſtrict 
« and exact in the execution of their duty ; to take 
© up all ſtragglers, and to prevent any irregulari- 
“ties being committed in the night either by ſol- 
diers or inhabitants.“ 


Q (To 


E 


r pours 
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Q. (By af re of the Proſecutor. ) Were theſe 
two orders contradicted at any time by any 
ſubſcquent order ? 

A. Not to his knowledge. 

. Does he recolle& the road from the grand 
parade to the ſouth end of the bay ? 

A, Yes. 

Q. Does he recollect a wall in the narrow 
paſs of that road, erected by Brigadier Ogilvie ? 

A. He remembers a wall, but does not know 
by whoſe order it was erected. 

Q. Was it done for the declared purpoſe of 
ſtopping the progreſs of an enemy? 

A. He remembers the wall, as he has already 
ſaid, but does nor know the purpoſe for which it 
was raiſed ? 

Q. Did that wall exiſt at the time of the 
capture? 

A. He does not know. 

Q. Does he remember a company quartered in 
a barrack near Amſterdam fort ? 

A. He remembers ſome ſoldiers being quar- 
tered in an houſe there, but the number he cannot 
ſpeak to. 5 
Does he remember any order iſſued for an 
officer and the troops quartered there to defend 
that poſt? 

A. He don't recolle& any ſuch order. 

Q. (By defire of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn.) 
Did he, Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, coun- 


termand the alarm poſts fixed by Brigadier 


Ogilvie? 

A. Not to his knowledge. 

Q. (By the Court.) Does he know of any parti- 
cular order iſſued to the Subalterns of this company 


to remain in the quarters aſhgned them? 
2 A. No. 
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A. No. 

Q. Had any ſuch order been iſſued, uſt 1t not 
have come to his knowledge, as Town-major ? 5 

A. Certainly. 

Q. (By defire of Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn.) 
Might not an order be iſſued to the 13th regiment 
without his knowledge, as Adjutant of the 14th? 

A. Yes. 

Q. (By the Court.) Was it uſual for the Of- 
ficers to change their quarters without his know- 
ledge, as Town- major. 

A. He had nothing to do with the quarters; 
he ſuppoſes it was uſual for Officers to mention 
their deſire or intention of changing their quar- 


ters to Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn, before they 
did it. 


Lieutenant JAMES SCOTT, 


Of the 13th Regiment, was ſworn and exa- 
mined, 


Q. How were the Officers quartered, when they 
firſt arrived at St. Euſtatius ? 


A. Upon the different private families, 
Did thoſe private families conſider this as a 


hardſhip or act of oppreſſion ? 


At. The family did in which the deponent was 
quartered. 
Q. Does he recollect the houſe at which Lieu- 


tenant Rogerſon was quartered near Amſterdam- 
Fort? 


— 4 5 e does. 
1 id Lieutenant Rogerſon go there by 


order, 


(37 ) 
order, or by invitation from the private fa- 
1 ? 

He is not certain. 

Does he recollect foldiers being ae 
in Amſterdam-Fort ? 

A. He does. 

Does he recollect an order ever appearing - 
with reſpect to the 13th Regiment, that the Offi- 
cers who was quartered there and the ſoldiers in 
that barrack ſhould defend that poſt ? 

A. He does not. 

Q. Does he recollect a ſtone wall was erected 
between Major Robert's barrack and Lieutenant 
Rogerſon's quarters in a narrow ltreet ? 


A. He does not. 


Captain EDWARD MADDEN. 


Of the 15th Regiment of Foot, was ſworn and 
examined, 


Q. (By defire of the Proſecutor.) Was he upon 
the iſland of St. Euſtatius at the time of Brigadier 
Ogilvie's deceaſe? 

A. Les. 

Q. Who ſucceeded to the command upon the 
Brigadier's death ? 

A. Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn. 3 

Q. Was Tumble- down Dick underſtood to be 
a place of importance? | 

A. It was, as being the chief poſt at that end 
of the iſland, 

Q. Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn make 
any alteration in a detachment poſted there? 

A. The detachment in Brigadier Ogilvie's time 
conſiſted of a Subaltern and twenty men, which 
Licytenant-colonel Cockburn on the ſecond day 


of 
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of his command reduced to a Corporal and three 


men. 
Q. Did not Brigadier Ogilvie eſtabliſh an out- 


lying piquet? 

A. There was a piquet in Brigadier Ovilvie's 
time but within the upper town, it did not lie out 
from the town. 

Does he recollect any report Hs to Lieu- 
tenant. colonel Cockburn reſpecting the practicabi- 
lity of an enemy's landing at Jenkins's-bay ? 

A. He does not; he was not privy to any report 
made to Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn. 

Q. Was it cuſtomary for all guards to be repor- 
ted to the Captain of the piquer ? 

A. The different guards did report to the Cap- 
tain of the piquet, except a Subaltern's guard at 
the Scale-houſe; the officer of that guard reported 
to Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn himſelf. 

What diſtance does he judge it to have 
been from Tumble- don Dick to Concoran, round 
the coaſt by water ? 

A. He ſuppoſes about two miles; he cannot 
ſay poſitively. 

Q. Was that part of the coaſt, interſected by 
bays and creeks, and ſurrounded on every fide by 
high land ? 

* There were ſome bays and creeks, and all 
that part of the coaſt was ſurrounded by high 
land, except immediately about Concoran. 

Was it from its ſituation the moſt likely 
to facilitate the operations of an enemy in an 
a ſurpriſe? 

A. He ſhould imagine there were other parts of 
the iſland equally open. 


Q. What were the poſts ſtationed from Tumble- 
down 


Ca 


down Dick, to, Cobcbrag, for guarding that 
coaſt? | 

A. None that he knows of. 

Did he ever hear of any bays or by between 
Tomble-down Dick and Concoran ? 

A. There were ſeveral. 

Q. Did he ever hear the iſland had at any 
time before been ſurpriſed at or near Jenkins s- 
Bay? 

A. He has heard it was ſurpriſed in that place 
in the year 1702. 

Q. Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn con- 
ſtruct e in every bay and creek that was 
acceſſible? 

A. There were no batteries conftruRted in that 
end of the iſland. 

Did he ever hear there had bern a bay 
either of one gun or of two guns, erected by the 
former poſſeſſors of the iſland, at Jenkins's- Bay? 

A. He does not recollect to have heard it. | 

Q. Where, and at what time did the enemy 
effect their landing in November, 17817 

A. It was generally ſuppoſed to be in Jenkins's 


Bay, early in the morning. 


Q. Ia caſe an enemy had miſcarried at Jenkins's 
Bay, might they not in his opinion have made 
good their landing at Tumble-doun Dick? 

A. He ſhould i imagine they might; but from the 


guard ſtationed at Tumble-down Dick there was 


more hazard to them of making an alarm, and of 
courſe of meeting with more oppoſition. 

Q. Were there any guards or centinels on the 
ſide of the iſland, on which the enemy landed, 


between that part of the coaſt and the ſkirts of 


the town or garriſon ? 
; A In 
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A. In the inland part of the country there were 


none. | 
Were there any general orders. from Lieu- 


tenant-colonel Cockburn, intimating to the of- 
ficers any intelligence he had received, or any 

apprehenſion he was under of the iſland being at- 
tacked by the French, for the purpoſe of ſtimula- 
ting them to extraordinary alertneſs and attention 


when on and off duty? 


A. He never heard or ſaw any orders to char : 


oſe. 
78 Were any patroling parties ordered laterly 


to prevent a ſurpriſe 
A. Patroling parties had been ordered from the 


beginning of General Ogilvie's time, there were 
no additional patroles 11 ſo far as came to 


his knowledge. 
What orders had theſe patroling parties? 


A. T hey were generally to prevent irregulari- i 


ties and to keep every thing quiet. 
Was the attention of thoſe patroling parties 


directed to the guarding againſt a ſurpriſe ? 


A. He ſhould ſuppoſe that this would naturally 


be conceived to be a part of the duty. "aa 
Q. Were the patroles ever ordered to go out 


of town, or to viſit. any of the guards detached 


therefrom ?. 


A. They "Ki at night to the extreme parts of | 
the bay, and in the day time viſited the moſt diſ- 


tant n 
Was it an 1 that SW thoſe diſ- 


tant "guards in the day time or che Patroling | 


arty 
: A 10 Officer, the Captain of the day, viſited 
every poſt before his making his report to the 


commanding officer, 


bi 
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Did the Officer ever viſit by night thoſe de- 
tached poſts which were on the ſouth ſide of the 
iſland, by order of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn? 

A. Not by night; the extreme poſts in that 
part of the iſland were viſited only by dax. 

Were not the poſts the Officer viſited in the 
couri of a: * at the e extreme r of the 
town? 00 7 

A. They were at — extreme point of the 

lower evan | | 


t bein a% 22 — . 28 6 adjonrned 
_— ne at ten 0 clock. | 
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THURSDAY, Mar 15, 1783. 
The COURT Wing met purſuant to adjournment, 
. EDWARD MADDEN, was farther 


exami ined. 


5 it ever come to his knowledge that 
Lieutenant. colonel Cockburn was perſonally active 
in reconnoiteripg the ſeveral bays of the iſland, 
to enable him to have a Zompetent knowledge of 


its ſtrength? | 
A. He does not know that he Aid reconnoitre 


1 


them. „ 5113 nu 
Does he think the quarters, of the Officers 


in general, during Lieutenant - colonel Cockburn's 
command, were particularly connected with the 
regiments or wanne N de to, or 


otherwiſe? 4100 0 J 
" ti As 
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A. As far as he tecollects, they were 4 good 
deal intermixed, thoſe of the- ich * with 
thoſe of the 1 gth regiment. 

QQ. Were the quarters of the officers contiguous 
to their reſpective companies: R% Eni 

A. Not in general. - f 

Q: Did 1 — aalen aflign a 
quarter to Lieutenant- colonel Stopford, at à con- 
ſiderable diftance botk from his 9 and from 
the Garriſon ? 

A. Lievtenant-cglonel Stopford's proper Wa 
ters were a little outlet from the Vin, arty half 
a mile — not quite ſo much. 

Q. What diſtance was Licutenant-colopel 
Stoptord's quarters from the alarm poſt of the x 5th 
Regiment : 

A. He ſhould imagine near an Engliſh mile. 

" (By defire of Lieutenaut-colonel Cockburn.) 
Migbt not - Lieutenaat-colonel Cockburn have 
reconnoitered unknown to the deponent? 

A. Moſt undoubtedly, often. 

Were not the quarters of the Officers i in he 
places which he has mentioned, before Lieutenant- 
colonel Cockburn took the command N bie 

A. They were. 

QD bb Court.) Was there at any time * 

ring the "command of General Vaughan, or of 
Brigadier Ogilvie, any guard at Jenkins's bay? 

A. Nor any that he knows of. 

Were any troops poſted upon the road from 
Jenking s bay to the garriſon? 5 

A: He does not recolle& any. 

Q. (By defire of the Proſecutor.) Was not ads 

ard Brigadier Ogilvie placed at Tumblesdown 

Dick underſtood to *o a Protection to that parecot 
the iſland ? 


— ä — et nee Ines 


—— — — Butr es np SGe x 
— 2 W _ 
- — — g Z 2 — — * ary ws l 
— T7 —— =>. — A we all I mn 2 a . — = N —— _ —— t 
FTT — I : wp — at - CD ER II IEEE - : 
4 \ Pong ns — — — — __ p - > * ea — - . « —_ S * 5 — p 2 — pe = 
< ** = % — " — * ” J 8 = ” _ — . — —— W bs \ N .* n << = SD + . = N 
* —— 5 - - S 2 — — — . — — — - , * - 
6 2 — £7 N N — — A a > 
; 4 2 — — —— — Fe — Lang — — — 2 |= —— — 2 — — 
— : — > — — — — * q 
— — - — — * 


—— WIRE bk 


— _— ee I IE EEEIER 
— — OO 
* — ww” A oe * 


1 | A. Maft 


we cg 
* $6 4 
as 


2 
* 


* »F 
- * 


\ tis ) 


A. Moſt ungoubtedly ; it was the only poſt for 
the ſecurity of that part of the iſland. 

Q. (By the Court. ) Where were the centinels of 
that guard poſted ? % N 

A. One ſentry was ae on a ſommit above 
the guard, and had a moſt extenſive proſpect, and 
muſt bes ſeen every tiing that * that 22 
Q. Does he know whether any yu orders 
were given for the conduct of the ers, WhO 
from time to time commanded at the poſt of 
Tumble-down Dick, rent ir was reduced to a 
Corporal's'guard.? 

A. He believes ihe . were 85 on to ſup- 
port the poſt and prevent a e be knows of 
no particular orders. „ 


= 


Captain Joan; af Gi at 


Of the Royal Navy, who'commanded the wo 
frigate in the Weſt Indies in 1 N Was ord 
and examined. 9 ace _ dnl HW 


1 (By Are 7 the —— » Was fe kent 
by Brigadier- general Chritlte to Lieutenant - colonel 
Cockburn at St. Euſtatius in September, 1781, 
with an offer of a reinforcement to his garriſon? 

A. General Chriſtie had ——— the 
naval commander at St. Lucia for a frigate to con- 
vey caſh: fot: payment of the Troops, ànd to eon- 
vey ſome victuals to a veſſel with ſtores for the 


1 ah Regiment; the deponent went upon that ſer- 


vice, and took with him a memorandum from Ge- 


neral Chriſtie, which he produced to the Court, 


and the ſame was r 7h viz. i 


, 
» 74 * n 
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MEMORANDUM, 


\6 Captai n M.Laurin is requeſted, if conſiſtent 
% with the ſervice, and Brigadier Preſcott deſires 
it, to put a ſingle company of the 13th Regi- 
ment, now at Antigua, on board the veſſel with 
the 1gth baggage, to convey them to St. Euſta- 
6% tius; this is only conditional, in caſe a repreſen- 
16 tation has been made tu him from Colonel Cock- 
burn that he wants more men at St. Euſtatius.” 
[This is the only.cpart of the memorandum 
which has reference to the nee 
"210 21 1 PIT INK 37 . 

| Capeain . M. Laurin proceeded. to inform the 
C that he, in conſequence, aſked Lieutenant- 
colonel Cockburn whether he was in want of any 
Troops, telling him, he had ſuch a memorandum 
from General Sbriftie. Lieutenant. colonel Cock- 
burn ſaid, he did not want any reinforcement, but 
complained generally fo part of the Troops which 
were under his command, ſaying, he had vaga- 
bonds enough, and did not wiſh for any more. 
This is the whole\of\ the converſation which the 

| deponent recollects u on that ſubjec. 
Being deſired co deferibe which was the: wind- 
ward; ire rg the teeward ſide of the iſland, 
he ſtated the weſt of the town ſide of the iſland 
to be the lee ward, and the. eaſt to be the windward. 
Qusols there not a ſurf tall round the: ſhores of 

the and, and particularly: towards the town? 

A. [There was a very great furfion each hae of 


tha east mromorn & Mill iv A602 [1 
las he not known inftaciors of igrear diff 
culty i in landing avthectown 2. ? 


A. He has been very little at St. Euſtatius, bat 
has been told, it is in chat. reſpect much like the 
e other 


— Bomorene tot  —— x I” 
ern 


a Ges r e „„ 


e Is ) 


other Weſt- India iſlands, where he has known 
great difficulty of landing for many days together; 
he remembers at St. Euſtatius Admiral Rodney 
having. been one day Wikppointee of> landing 
there. 'Led 5 * bib nud oo AOLOD- 15454158 

Q. Is there in general more. fur, in abe N 
than in the day? res 


A. He cannot aſcertain thats not having ever 


lain on ſhore there Covert bie 
Q Was there not an Upper and a Lowef.town ? 
8 Ves. 1 „ 10.0 128 AD Es Fi * 29270 JEL £1 7 


Q Was the hill between the two towns ſidaped 
away ſo as to make it neceſfaty to uſe tackling to 
raiſe merchandjze fom one to the other-0—ͥ 
A. He remembers | the; hill was, ſo very ſteep 
that anchors were ſunk jn the pathway, to whic 
purchaſes might be fixed, in order to get the 5 
goods rc the top of che hill? vu a + dais vl) 

Q. How. long and broad was the iſland? 0 enn 

A. He cannot ſpeak as to the breadth, Wan 
length he judges to be ſive or ſix miles 
| Noa! what day did-he; communicate the 60n- 
tents of the memorandum ftom General Chriſtie to 
Lieutenant-colonel, Cockburn? 

A. On the ſt of October. r 0 £57 | 

Q. At what aibensr could yeſſels at ſea be ſeen 
from the Upper town ? 

A. He ſuppoſes, een ſpeaking, about ten 
leagues. S Alti o 16 Nö 

Q. How far does be 3 they may be ſeen 
from the ſhore in a clear moon-light night?! |” 

A. He imagines about ſix or ſeven miles. 

Q. Nid the chief defence of the iſland conſiſt in 


keeping a, £900 look out, and ne the ene- 
my's landing? 1 8618117 1 595 


A. He judges fo. — = 
„ Q. (By 
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( 46 J 
. a By | defire of Lieutmant-colonel Cockburn.) 


poſitively ſwear that Lieutenant-colonel 
— made uſe of the word © vagabonds ? 
A. Les; to the beſt of his remembrance Des- 
tenant - colonel Cockburn did ſay, he Halt, ws © vage- 
bonds envugh already) 
. Does it appear to ka from his obferyation 
officer, that a veſſel of war ſtationed there 


would have afforded any protection to the iſſand? 


A. A veſſel of ſuperior force to the enemy 


would have been of ſervice, but an inferior force 


would have been obliged to have claimed . 


tion from the iſland. — 


Q. Would not ſuch a veſſel hive been able to 
have diſcovered the approach of an enemy, and to 
communicate the fame by ll to the Rares: * 

A. K might. f EO 

\Q (By Abe of the Pooferater. ) Does be think 
the Commandant of the "iſland ſhould have-been 


more particularly alert to prevent a bene when 


no ſuch veſſel was ſtationed there? 
A. He looks upon it every Officer 12 time of 


wer eld be upon his guard. 1 10 


Q. At what diſtance can à ſhip, p, generally fp fpe ak- 
ing, ſee other veſſels at ſea in a clear day 
A. About four or ſive gn rom t the maſt 


head. 


11 the Court Was hy ever near enou 
1 4 gh wo 


fe at —_ voy to LY or. the ſurf 

there? | | 
A. He' was not, 

Q. Did he ever hh? that e de 


Cockburn had made an application to the com- 


manding Officer of the fleet there for a frigate to 


be ſtationed at St, Euſtatius, and to have a correſ- 
pondence 


upon the ſubject. 


(47 ) | 
pondence with him for 5 nen defence of the 
iſland? 7 ITO) 

A. He never heard it. 371 | 
(By defire of Lieatenant-calonel. Cockburn, 
Although centinels, upon the ridge of the iſlan 

might not have ſcen ſhips at ſea by night, mighc 


not veſſels at ſea have: diſcovered the arenen of 


an enemy by their noiſe ? 

A. He imagines that veſſels going on ſuch a 
ſervice, will be particularly careful to make as 
un noiſe as oflible. 

2 a veſſel ſtationed to the windward 
of t 008, could the enemy have come neat 
enough to effect a landing without ſuch veſſel per 
ceiving them, and being thereby enabled od give 
an alarm to the oarriſon ? * 

A. If the veſſel was at anchor, the would fee 


the enemy's ſhips coming down. 


Q. {By rhe Court) If guard boats had been ſta 
tioned at Jenkins's bay and Tumble-dowt! Dick, to 
row within and without the bay, could the enemy 
have ſo paſſed them as to make a landing without 
an alarm being given to the guards on ſhore? 

A. He thinks the ban, muſt have dend able to 
give an alarm. 

Q. (By kebre of Licher colon c ockburs) 


Does he recolle&t upon his coming down to St. 


Euſtatius from Barbadoes, that Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn aſked him, if he was to be ſtationed 
with him, as he, Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, 
had been promiſed one or two frigates ? 

A. He believes Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn 
aſked him whether he was to remain there, but 
does not U remember aur thing farther 


C 


) 
Q. (By defire of 'the Proſecutor ) Was there fre- 


quent communication berween the Garriſon and 


the a x” Heea ifland ? i F436 Fx 
cannot ſpeak to this, N 19, 6 


929 * 


* 


x 8 GEORGE LEWIS, 


Of the og Regiment of Artillery, was Gor 
| and examined. _ 


Q. (By deſire of the 8 ny Does 2 Wee 


of any report made to Lieutenant-colonel Cock - 
burn, of the praQticability- .of an enemy? 's ldi 


in Jenkins's bay ? ' 

A. Yes; Caprain Garſtin, by deſire; of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Cockburn, rode round the iſland, 
and went to Jenkins's bay, and upon his return 
reported to him, that a landing might be made at 
that place; but that the hill above it; was very 
difficult of acceſs, as Captain Garſtin informed the 
deponent, who attended Captain Garſtin in the 
view, This, he imagines, | was about three 
months before the capture of the iſland. 


Was there ever a he man poſted there at 


ber Ss bay after this? * 
A. There was not. 3 
How many ſignal houſes were erected on the 


ang; and by whom? 


A. There was only.one ; a ſmall place erin | 


for keeping the colours, and a man to take ſhelter 
from the ſun. The ſignal pot was fixed; before, 
but the houſe, ſuch as it was, was erected, by Cap- 


tain Garſtin's direction during the command of 


Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, as he believes. 


* 
PV. 


Q. Could 


— — — 


( 49 ) 
Could he, from the ſignal- houſe, command 
a view of all the north eaſt coaſt, particularly 
Jenkins's bay ? 

A. He could not fee Jenkins's bay. 

Q. Had a ſignal-houſe been erected on the high 
ground above Jenkins's bay, does he think a fleet 
could have approached the coaſt either by day of 
night, without being obſerved ? ; 

A. He does not think they could, 

. Had there been a guard or centinel at the 


fi ignal. -houſe, which was erected, does he think 


an enemy. could, even after having landed, have 
advanced to the garriſon, without being dif- 
covered and checked ? 

A. Had there been a guard there, and that 
guard had been alert, it was impoſſible an enemy 
could have paſſed without being diſcovered, as 
they muſt paſs almoſt cloſe by it. | 

In caſe the enemy had miſcarried at Jen- 
king bay, could a debarkation have been made : 
good at Tumble-down Dick ? 

A. He thinks, if they had made an attempt 
there, very little i could have been made. 

. Is the ſurf of Tumble-down Dick more or 
ls, than it is in the bay near the town ? 

. The ſurf of courſe changes according to the 
wink but he has been ſeveral times at Tumble- 
down Dick, and he believes there might always 
have been a landing made there. 

Q. Does he recollect a ſtone wall, erected by 
Brigadier-general Ogilvie, in a confined place, 
between the Grand Parade and Amſterdam Fort ? 

A. He does recolle& (what he could ſcarcely 
call) a wall there; looſe ſtones, one upon another ; 


a wall erected without mortar. 


H Q. Were 
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Q. Were-thoſe ſtones put there by. Brigadier 
Ogilvie, and for what purpoſe ? 

A. He ſhould imagine they were put there with 
a view of impeding or checking an enemy in paſ- 
ſing, but they might paſs another way OL, going 


ſome few yards about. 


. Suppoſe the enemy had landed at Armſter- 
dam Fore. muſt they not have aſcended an hill to 
have got round to that . 

A. They muſt; rather an hill not of very eaſy 
aſcent. The wall might be about ten feet e 1 


the negroes uſed to get over it ? 


Q. (By the Court ) What was the thickneſs ?_ 
A. About two feet at top, the foundation: was 
thicker, 
Were there loop: holes for tlie firipg of 
Troops, or any bank for Troops to fire over ? 
A. None; they might have climed up ſo as to 
fire over it. | 
Whether the wall extended from ſide to 
ſide, To as to be cloſed at each end? 
A. The enemy could have got round chrough a 
yard adjoining. | | 
Does he think this wall could in ' any 
ſhape cneck an enemy who had landed in that 
«+ Ek 

: A. He can ſarttly ſpeak of it as a check. W 
Q {By defire of the Proſecutor) Was this wall 


ſtanding at the time of the capture? 85 


A, It was not. e 
Was it pulled down N Lieutenant: 
clone) Cockburn's command ? 
A. Yes ; but he thought it of ſo little conſe- 
gar that he never informed himſelf by whoſe 
Order, 


4 . 5 Q. Does 


43.3 


Does he recolle& a road in a very acceſ- 
ſible” place leading from Mr. Jennings“ new houſe 
up the hill towards the hoſpital, of the. 13th Re- 
giment being. ſtocked up, and interſected by 
ditches cut acroſs, ſo as to preyent an Senn) get- 
ting up? 

A. He does remember a road there being ren- 
dered leſs acceſſible than it was before. 

Q. Was not this road quite open, and of as 
eaſy acceſs as formerly, at che time of the cap- 
ther 5 

Q. He was not up the road for ſome time be- 
fore the capture, and therefore cannot ſay. 

Q. Did he ever go that road g the com- 
mand of Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn! 

A. Yes, 

Q (By dcfire of Lieutenant. colonel - Cilla ) 
When Captain Garſtin reconnoitred Jenkins's bay 
by Lieutenant colonel Cockburn's order, did he 
reconnoitre any other place? ä 
A. Yes, Engliſh Quarter; the deponent went 
with him; a place on the eaſt fide of the Iſland. 

Q What was the conſequence, of that place 
being ſo reconnoiteredꝰ?ꝰ 

A. Captain Garſtin, on his return, reported to 

Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn that a landing might 
be made there; and in conſequence thereof Lieute- 
nant-colonel Cockburn ordered a battery to be 
erected there. 
Qi. Although the men at the ſignal houſe could 
not have an immediate view of Jenkins's bay, 
could not they ſee veſſels pproschüs⸗ the coaſt 
there? 

A. They ha. at ſome diſtance. 

Q. (Þy 7h; Court. ) If fignals by ſky- Weben had 
been made, from the poſition of Jenkins's bay 

HA 2 and 
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and at Tumble-down Dick, to n the ap- 


proach of an enemy, could they have been ſeen 
from Fort George? 

A. He thinks they might. 

Q. Were any ſuch ſignals eſtabliſhed * ? 

A. There were not. | 

Q. What guard was hops at the ſignal houſe ? 

A. There was no guard, 
remained there by day only ; there was a carronade. 

Q. During his reſidence in the iſland, and be- 
fore the capture, had he underſtood the iſland had 
formerly been ſurpriſed ? 

A. He had underſtood from the inhabitants, 
that the iſland had been aten; he cannot ſpeak as 
to its being ſurpriſed. 

Did he hear where the enemy at that time 
landed? 

A. At Jenkins' s bay; he. underſtood ſo, in the 
courſe of converſation, from the inhabitants. 

85 Does he not think a ſurpriſe more likely to 
be effected by night, or very yy. in the morning, 
than by day ? 

A. He does. 

Q. Were any greater precautions taken for 
guarding againſt a ſurpriſe by night than by day ? 

A. None, that he recollects, except that a pi- 
quet mounted every evening — an 7#n-lying piquet. 

. How much of the iſland, and of the ſea 
around, could be ſeen from the ſignal- ROUTE, or 
the heights ; ? 

A. Almoſt all the iſland, except Jenin! s bay 
and Tumble-down Dick, and thoſe other parts 
which were intercepted by the-high es. de- 
ſcribed in the plan. 

Q. What is the length and breadth of the 


ils nd * 
A. The 


only two men, which 
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4 The length, he believes, about ſeven miles 
in the extreme points; the breadth about two in 
the narrow part. 

Q. At what diſtance was Fort George l 
Jenkins's bay? 

A. About three miles, near r four, and very dif- 
ficult road, for the greater part of the way, 

Q. Does he think, by notice being given by 
a guard placed at Jenkins's bay, to the Officer 
who commanded the company quartered the near- 
eſt thereto, ſuch. Officer could have marched his 
company in time to have oppoſed the landing of 
the enemy there? 

A. They might not have been in time to pre- 
vent their landing; but he judges they might have 
been in time to oppoſe them 1n aſcending the hill, 
if the Officer could have been immediately found, 
but the Officers were diſperſed in their quarters: 
the guard, themſelves, (had there been a guard 
there) might have prevented the enemy for a ſhort 
time getting up the hill, which was almoſt a preci- 
pice, by rolling down ſtones upon them. 

Q. Was there any ſtrong ground between Fort 
George and Jenkins's bay, cloſe to which the ene- 
my muſt neceſſarily paſs before they could reach 
Fort George ? 

A. Moſt part of the way they were under the 
neceſſity of coming through a narrow pals, a hol- 
low way, ſuppoſed to be gulled by torrents of wa- 
ter from the hills. 

Q. Does he know of any meaſures havieg been 
taken to oppoſe the enemy at this paſs, after the 
enemy had landed ? 

A. There could be none, as he has underſtood 
and believes; they had poſſeſſion of the town be- 
fore it was Known the enemy was landed, 


Erbe 
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Q. The enemy having effected their landing on 
ahi iſland, and forced the out- lying Troops to re- 
pair within Fort George, how long does he Judge 
the fort could hold out? © 
A. He thinks it could make no defence.” | 
QQ. How long was he on che illand as Alliſtant 
8 . 
A. About three monihs in Brigadier Ogilvie's 
time. a 
How many men in front could march in the 
road leading to the wall which has been men- 
tioned:? . 
A. About par b as he judges. 
How mary men a- breaſt could have got up 
the other road, Which led a little way round? 

A. Much aboüt the ſame number; — after 
aſcending a Pan, of the Ways" it was rather ' nar- 
* | 

Q. In what extent of front bsbid an enemy 
bet gone through the yard adjoining? 

A. It could not admit of going more than one 
at a time ? | 

Being defired to deſcribe the nature 6 the work 
of Fort George; 

He ſaid it was irregular, — of ſtone, — but he 
thinks not tenable for any time. 

Could it reſiſt a Coup de main? 

A. He thinks not: there had been a kind of 
dry ditch, which was full of prickly pears; and 
he erſtood from the French Officers they 
brought mattraſſes to throw upon them. | 

Q In his opinion, did the defence of the iſland 
depend on oppoſition made to the enemy before 
their approach to the Fort ? 

A. In his judgment it did. 


oC What 
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Q. Was the Eſtarf of the Fart raiſed all 
round? 

A. It was not; the one part. was Jos to the 
edge of the bank, and where moſt of the guns 
were pointed; and towards the church the men 
could get in and out of the Fort with the greateſt 
eaſc. 

Does he know of any repairs or additional 
works made by Lientenant- colonel Cockburn 
for the better defence of the Fort, and at what 
time? 

A. None that he recollects, only the repair of 
a magazine, 

Q. What number of guns. were mounted on 
the rampart of the Fort? 

A. Only one of any weight of metal, an eigh- 
teen pounder, and an eight. inch howitzer, with 
ſome fix pounders, the number whereof he don't 
recollect. 

Q. What number of men does he think could 
be conveniently quartered within the Fort for its 


3 defence? ? 


A. They had not above thirty men, including 
the artificers; and there was ſcarcely room for 
them. 

Q. What rank does the Deponent hold in the 
army? 

2 That of Firſt Lieutenant | in the Artillery. 

Did he receive his education at the Academy 
at "Woolwich „„ 

A. He did. 

For what time did be attend that Aca- 
demy * ? | 

A. From the beginning of the year 1771 to 


1770. 
Q. How 


6 56 ) 


| How many men could march a-breaſt in the 


narrow paſs which he has mentioned in the former 
part of his evidence, as being gulled by torrents 


of water from the hills ? 
A. In ſome places the enemy could not paſs 
above one or two a-breaſt, in others more. 
What was the length of that narrow paſs > 
A. From Jenkins's Bay almoſt to the Signal 
houſe :—there it widened, and was open. 
Q. How far is the Signal houſe from Fort 
George? . : 
A. About a mile. 
What does he judge the diſtance to be fit 
Jenkins s Bay to the Signal houſe ? 
A. He thinks about two miles: the badneſs of 
the road made it appear to him longer. 
Q Could ſbips of force anchor on  Concoran 
Bay ? 
* He thinks not. 
. What number of Artillery were upon the 
land at the time of the capture? 
A. Two Officers and twenty-five Arüllery- men. 
Were there any additional gunners to aſſiſt 
the Artillery- men ? 
A. There were—he cannot ſtate the number ex- 
actly —about forty. a 
Q. Whar number of gunners were ſufficient to 
man the guns at all the batteries? 
A. There were ſixty- five guns in all, of diffe- 


rent weight of metal, which would have required 


more men than could have been ſpared from the 
two regiments. 


Q. Were not theſe guns diſperſed all round the 


iſland in different batteries? 
A. They were. 


Q 


tal 
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Q. ( By deſire of the Proſecutor) Were there a 
number of negroes doing duty with the Artillery- 
men? 

A. Not at the time of the capture ; ; — the ne- 
groes were chiefly employed for the Engineer's 
buſineſs. 

Q. In his opinion did the ſafety of the iſland 
depend upon keeping a good look-out to prevent 
a ſurpriſe ? 

A. He thinks the preſervation: of the iſland de- 
pended upon it. | 

Did Lieutenant - colonel Cockburn, lo far as 
came to his knowledge, ever viſit the out- poſts, 
or reconnoitre the bays and creeks of the iſland ? 

A. Not to his knowledge. 


Adjourned till the morrow morning at eleven 
o'clock. 


' FRIDAY, Max 16, 1783. 


The C ou R T being met, purſuant to adjourn- 
ment, 


Lieutenant LEWIS was farther examined. 


Q. Had the enemy attempted a debarkation at 
Tumble-down Dick, was the guard there ſufficient 
to "I given the alarm? 
. They might have fired guns; he is not cer- 
a Ws they would have been heard. 
Q. Might not Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn 


have reconnoitred ofcen, unknown to the witneſs ? 
I A. He 


„ 

A. He might; but he ſhould probubly have 
heard of it. 

Q. By what means ſhould he have heard of it? 
Did he hear every morning where Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Cockburn went ? 

A. From the men at the different ban he 
ſhould probably have heard if Colonel Cockburn 
had gone that way.—To the ſecond. branch of the 
queſtion the witneſs anſwered in the negative. 

Q. Where did the enemy make their landing? 

A. At a place called by the inhabitants Jen- 
kins's Bay. 

. How does he hwy they landed there ? 

A. After the iſland was captured, he rode both 
to Tumble-down Dick and Jenkins's Bay, with a 
French Artillery Officer, who pointed out to him 
the ſpot where they landed. 

Were the men who were poſted at Tumble- 
down Dick ſufficient to defend the poſt againſt an 


enemy? 
A. He thinks not. 8. here were nine guns 


there. 

Had the Dutch nine guns there when they 
poſſeſſed the iſland ? 
A. They had guns there, but they were bad 
and unfit for ſervice, as many of their guns 


were. 
. How many Artillery men were ſtationed at 


that poſt : ? 
A. Only one. 
Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant - colonel Cockburn) 


If the ſubaltern Officer and twenty men had re- 
mained at Tumble-down Dick, would they have 
been ſufficient to repel an attack ? 

A. He does not think they would have been 


ſufficient for working nine guns, 
Q. (H 


— OM 


659) 


Q. (By the Court) If the Corporal and three 
men had done their duty in keeping a good look- 
out, would there not have been ſufficient time, 
before an enemy could have landed, to have ſent 
to the garriſon for a reinforement, and for that 
reinforcement to have arrived, ſo as to defend the 


Work? 


A. They might have conveyed the news to the 
Signal- houſe, and from thence an alarm might 
have been fired; but the men muſt have quitred 
their poſt for that purpoſe. 

Q. If the guns had been fired from the Signal 
houſe, would the Commandant have underſtood 
that the attack was at Tumble-down Dick ? 

A. The Commandant would only have known 
there was an attack made upon ſome place, not 
at any particular place. 

Would twenty men have been ſufficient to 
have diſputed the poſt long enough to give time 
for a reinforcement from the garriſon ? 

A. The guns might have been diſcharged, as 
they were always kept loaded; but the witneſs 
does not think any farther defence could have 
been made, as the guns were of heavy metal, eigh- 
teen pounders. 

Q. What was the nature of the ground there ? 

A. The battery was on low ground; —it com- 


manded a bay, and ſandy beach; but he thinks, 


in caſe of a man of war bringing a broad- ſide to 
bear upon it, the men could not have ſtood to 
their guns. 

Does he know what the ſtanding ace 
were to the Officer of chat poſt, whilſt it was eſta- 
bliſhed ? 


I 2 5 A. Only 


1 
A. Only i in general to be alert, and ſupport: the 
poſt as long as he could: there were no ſpecific 


orders, ſo far as came to his knowledge. 
Q. How near could tranſport veſſels approach 


in coming round the point, before they could be 


perceived by an alert Centinel at Tumble-down 
Dick ? 
A. Tumble-down Dick lay very low, and the 
land was very bluff and high about it, ſo that 
an enemy might not have been perceived till they 
were within point blank ſhot, they muſt have 
hauled their wind to have come round the point. 
Q. At what diſtance nearly from the point could 
they have come round ? 
A. They muſt have tacked before they came 


round, in order to fetch in. They muſt have 


been ſeen plainly before they came to an anchor. 
4 Muſt they have ſtood out to ſome diſtance 
before they tacked? 

A. They muſt rather have gone off before they 
tacked :—he ſpeaks of veſſels.—boats might have 
rowed in. 

Was there any poſt or detachment at or near 
Jenkins s Bay before Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn 
commanded ? „ 

A. Never from the time of the capture to che 
re. ret 
Fl Could not the Subaltern's detachment, 
which was in Brigadier Ogilvie's time at Tumble- 


down Dick, have defended the narrow paſs lead- 


ing to the. garriſon, and by that means have ſtop- 
ped the progreſs of the enemy ); 

A. He thinks they might, as that road was well 
adapted for that purpoſe,—as a defile. 


Q. Could 
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Q. Could a ſignal man from the Signal houſe 
have alarmed the garriſon by firing a gun in the 
night time ? 

A. Had they fired a gun, it would. have alar- 
med the garriſon; but they were not in a fituation 
to do it in the night, — as the two men who were 
there quitted the hill in the night time, to go 
down to a houſe at the foot of the hill. 

Were the ſignal men allowed to ſleep i in the 
houſe under the hill at night? 


A. They were. 

What was the diſtance between Tumble- 
down Dick and the Signal houſe, where the co- 
lours were kept? 4 

A. Very near a mile, and ir was an aſcent all 
the way. | 

Q: Could a ſhip in a light night come ſo near 
in ſhore at Jenkins's Bay, as not to be ſeen from 
the Signal houle ? 

A. If they were not perceived at a diſtance, 
they could not when they got under the land :— 
at a conſiderable diſtance they 225 be ſeen in a 
clear day, not at night. _ 

Qi. Could they be ſeen at all in the night.? 

A. He thinks not, as ſhips coming with an 
hoſtile * intention would not PP lights. 


Liaotenant GEORGE MACK ENZ IE, 


Of the 1 Sch Regiment of Foot, was ſworn and 
examined. 


Q. p By F re of the Proſecutor ) Was he in ith 
iſland of St. Euſtatius during Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn's command, and at the time of the ſur- 
render ? 


A. He 
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A, He was. lf | 

Q. Does he know whether Lieutenant · colonel 
Cockburn was informed of the deſigns of the 
enemy upon the iſland of St. Euſtatius ? - 

A. He was, two days before the ſurpriſe. The 
deponent was with Mr. Roſs, who informed him 
the enemy were forming an expedition againſt St, 
Euſtatius, and that they meant to make a landing 
at the back of the iſland (which the witneſs ex- 
Plained to mean the Windward) that he had men- 
tioned it to Colonel Cockburn, who damned the 
information. 4 

Does he know that Mr. Neagle, who lived 
in Lieutenant colonel Cockburn's family, went ſx- 
veral times ſecretly to Martinique, previous to the 
W in queſtion? 

ss. LI 

Q When ? 

A. He don't remember particularly when he 
thinks about a month before the ſurpriſe. 
Ho did the witneſs obtain a knowledge of 
this fact? 

A. Having bought ſome mahogany furniture, 
for the Marquis de Bovillie, by permiſſion of 
the Commanders in Chief, and not getting any 
opportunity of ſending them, he had frequent 
occaſion to write to Martinique to apologize for 
this: — Mr. Neagle knew of his writing at dif- 
ferent times, and on this occafion told the wit- 
neſs he was going to Martinique privately, and 
thar only Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn and he 
were informed of it; therefore deſired him to 
keep it particularly ſecret, ſaying, he was cleared 
out for St. Lucia, but was in fact going to Mar. 
tinique: — Mr. Neagle ſailed that evening, and 
the ponent wrote to Martinique by him. 


* 
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Q. Was that letter he ſent by Mr. Neagle ever 
acknowledged 7 78 

A. He don't particularly remember; it may 
have been, but he is not certain. 

Q. Was it clearly underſtood by the Garriſon 
that Mr, Neagle was a confideatial friend of Lieu- 
tenant- colonel Cockburn's ? _ 

A. He was generally ſuppoſed ſo. 

Q. Had Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn frequent 
opportunities of communicating his ſituation to 
the Commanders of his Majeſty's navy and army 
in the different iſlands, by the frequent paſſing of 
veſſels from one iſland to another ? 

A. He conceives he had. 

Does he recollect there were ſeveral veſſels 
lying in the harbour of St. Euſtatius previous to 
the ſurpriſe, and at the time thereof ? 

A. There were ſome before the ſurpriſe; — at 
the time of the ſurpriſe he recollects particularly 
a ſhip from Briſtol, ſome ſloops and ſchooners. 

' Did canoes often pals from St. Euſtatius to 


the nd of St. Kitt's ? 


A. Frequently. 

Q. Was he ever ſent to Martinique i in a public 
capacity ? 

A. Three times whilſt in the Weſt Indies ; — 
twice by General Grant, and once by General 
Vaughan, 

Q. Does he ſpeak the F rench language. FE 

A. Yes. 

. Does he know it was owing to the intelli- 
gence the Marquis de Bouillié Teceived of the 
negligence and inattention of the Commander, 
that induced him to form the expedition againſt 
the iſland of St. Euſtatius e 

A. 
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A. He does not know that the Marquis too 
Bovillie received ſuch intelligence. _ | 
What was the diſtance from St. Euſtatius to 

Martinique : 
A. The diſtance he cannot ſay ; b be went 
it in two days with a ſide wind. 

Q. (By Lieutenant - clone Cockburn ) Can he 
point out particularly the time when Mr. Roſs 
told him the circumſtance mentioned | in his evi- 
dence ? 

A. It was on Saturday the 24th of November, 
1781, between fix and ſeven in the evening. 

Q. Does he recolle&t whether Mr. Roſs ſaid 
the intelligence he gave Lieutenant-colonel Cock- 
burn was verbally given or in writing ? 

A. The deponent underſtood it to be verbal. 
Mr. Roſs mentioned that he had told Lieutenant- 
colonel Cockburn of it on the Wedneſday prece- 
ding: Mr. Roſs told it to the deponent on Satur- 
Gay, as he has before ſaid. ; 

ho (By the Court) What is Mr. Neagle by pro- 


12 "He was a merchant in the iſland. before it 
was taken ? 
. Of what country . 
A: An Iriſhman he believes. 
Q. Who is Mr. Roſs ? | 
A. He is a merchant alſo; his property is at 


Nevis: — he is underſtood to be now upon his 


paſſage to England from the Weſt Indies, and his 
arrival is expected every hour, 
Q. Does he HOW how Mr, Roſs got this intel- 


gence ? 
15 He does not; — Mr. Roſs has extenſive 
dealings, and correſponds with moſt of the iſlands. 


4 „ Captain 


; ## 


C ROBERT GARSTIN, 


Of the Royal Regiment of Artillery, was ſworn 
and examined, 


Q « By deſire of the N enter ) Was Ie com- 
manding Officer of Artillery and acting Engineer 
during the command of Brigadier Ogilvie, and 
Lieutentant-colonel Cockburn at St. Euſtatius ? 

A, He was commanding Officer of Artillery, 
not acting Engineer, in Brigadier Ogilvie's time; 
about a month before the late ſurpriſe of the 
iſland he undertook to do the duty of Engineer. 

Q. What were the number of Artillery men 
and others under his command when the iſland 
was taken? 

A. He had a Lieutenant and twenty-ſeven Ar- 

ny men, ; 
Q. Had he any negroes attached? 

A. He believes about four or five; — not more 
than half a dozen. 

Q. Were there not a number of ſoldiers out of 
the two regiments attached to the uſe of the Ar- 
tillery? 

A. A Serjeant, a Corporal, and thirty privates. 

Does he know whether Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn had received any intelligence of the in- 
rentions of the enemy againſt the iſland of St Eu- 
ſtatius ? 

A. He underſtood from Lieuteninc-calimel 
Cockburn he had received a letter from Mr. Roſs, 
which ſaid it was reported to Windward that the 
enemy meant an attack upon the iſland, and were 
to land at a part called Engliſb Quarter. 

Q. Does be know where Mt. Roſs was when 
he wrote this letter? 
| K | A. He 
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A. He does not recollect the particular inand; 


it was one of thoſe to the wind ward. 


Q. At what time did Lieutenant-colonel Cock. 
burn communicate this intelligence to the witneſs ? 
A. He really does not know the exact time, but 


he underſtood it to be on the fame morning, on 


which he had received the letter; it was towards 
the latter end of October. 1055 Wu. 

Q. Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn give out. 
any general orders in conſequence of this infor- 
mation for putting the garriſon particularly upon 
their guard ? | | | | 

A. He does not recolle& any orders to the gar- 
rifon—the deponent received ſome particular or- 
ders from Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn ;—he re- 
queſted of the deponent to go round the iſland and 
find out, if poſſible, Engliſh Quarter (being on the 
the eaſt ſide, as appears from the map) and if 
there was a poſſibility of the enemy's landing there, 
to cauſe a battery to be erected immediately, for 
though he had orders not to erect any additional 
works, yet he was determined, the enemy ſhould 
not catch him napping, the deponent took with 
him Mr. Lewis his Lieutenant, and found out the 
place: and after ſurveying it, reported to Lieute- 
nant-colonel Cockburn, that there was a very good 
beach, and a poſſibility of an enemy's landing in 
two places, the Lieutenant · colonel begged of him 


to undertake the duty of an Engineer, and have a 


battery . conſtructed of three eighteen-pounders, 
which-was nearly completed, with a guard-houſe 
and magazine, when the iſland was ſurpriſed. 
Q. Did the deponent ſurvey Jenkins's Bay ? 
A. He did alſo the whole iſland, agreeable to 
Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn's deſire. 


Q Did 
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Qi. Did he make a report to Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn after the ſurvey of Jenkins' S Bay, and to 

what effect? 

A. He reported to Colonel Cockburn, that there 
was a poſſibility of the enemy's landing, but that 
they would find it very difficult to get up the rock, 


+ which was almoſt — — near three hundred 
e 


feet. and that a 
off numbers. 

In conſequence of that report, was there a 
guard, or a ſingle Soldier poſted there ? 

A. He never knew or heard of any. 

Q. At what time did he make 2hjs report? 

A. Some time in the beginning of November. 

. Did he, in conſequence of the orders received 
from Lieutenanr-colonel Cockburn, ſurvey any 
other bays in the iſland ? 

A. He has before mentioned that he viſited the 
whole iſland. 

Q. Did he find any other bays praRticable 'for 
landing ? 

A. There were many other bays, but all of 
them fortified properly. 

Q. After he had ſo ſurveyed the coaſt of the 
iſland, what new batteries were erected ,—beſides 
that juſt mentioned ? 

A. None ;—every other place being roperly 
fortified and nature having fortified Jenkins' 
Bay: * 53 

Q. Does he think: it poſſible for men to climb up 
the rock at Jenkins's Bay ? 

A. It is very poſſible, the French army did get 
up there. 

Q Was there a battery erected by the former 
poſſeſſors of the iſland at Jenkins's Bay? 


K 2 A. He 


men poſted ms would keep 


(6 

A. He never ſaw any Anne af it, nor did 750 
ever hear it. 15 

Was there not a gun or guns placed there! » 

ts He found two old guns, — he believes three 

unders. 
Qi. Does he kw that Licutenant-colonel 
Cockburn ever viſited Jenkins's Bay either before or 
after the report made to him of a mne > 
an enemy's landing there ? 
A. He really cannot ſay, whether he did, or 
did not. 

Does he know of Licurenati-celovet Cock- 
burn's ever viliting any of the diſtant | bays, or 
poſts, after he had received intelligeace of the de- 
ſigns of the enemy? 

A. He cannot ſay either that ee e f 
Cockburn did viſit them or that he did not. 

2 Does he, as an acting engineer and Officer of 
experience, think, that, every poſſible practicable 
landing place was guarded by batteries n 
furniſhed? 

A. He is of that opinion.— The witneſs here 
laid before the Court for their inſpection a return 
of the ordnances and ammunition. on the different 
batteries on the iſland, with the diſpofition of the 
detachment of the Royal Regiment of Artillery 
commanded by him, a copy whereof 1 is inſerted in 
the Appendix, B. 

Q. Was there a fingle man poſted at the battery 
he has mentioned as being ſo nearly compleated ? 

A. It was not very neceſſary to have artillery 
men where there were no guns ;—but he had a 
Bombardier there. 

Q. Was that Bombardier placed there to watch 
day and night againſt a re * 
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. 


_ W >, * rue” % F 


( 69 ) 


A. He was there to receive the ſtores, which the 
deponent ſent daily, and to ſee his orders put in ex- 
ecution—the deponent begs leave to mention, it 
was Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn's intention to 


| have detached a ei and two ſubalterns, with 


a certain number of men to that part of the Iſland, 

two detachments to be made from the Captain's 
guard, conſiſting of a Serjeant's party to the two 
batteries, the new battery and that at Concoran as 
ſoon as the deponent ſhould have reported that the 
guard- rooms were ready to receive them.—lt was 
his intention to have reported them ready for that 
purpoſe the very morning, of the unfortunate ſur- 

riſe, 

i Q. Were houſes crafted for the conyepience of 
the Captain and ſubaltern's guards, and likewiſe 
of the Serjeant's detachment, which he has men- 
tioned? ; 

A. He pointed out a houſe to Lieutenant- colo- 
nel Cockburn for the reception of the Captain's 
ouard—which was nearly centrical between the two 
batteries.—The guard room for the ſerjeants at the 
new battery would have been finiſhed that day by 
noon, if the ſurpriſe had not taken place the 
guard room at Concoran Bay had been finiſhed a 
conſiderable time. 

Q. Did the houſe, which was appropriated for 
the uſe of the Captain and ſubalterns belong to the 
inhabitants or to the King ? 

A. It bclonged to the late Dutch Governor of the 
iſland. _. 

How far was it diſtant from the two detach- 
ed poſts ? 

A. About ten or. fifteen minutes march. 

Q. Had Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn frequent 
opportunities of communicating his ſituation to 

2 the 


1). 


the Commanders of his Majeſty's navy and army in 
the neighbouring iſlands, by means of the many 
veſſels paſſing from one iſland to another ? 1 
A. There were veſſels paſſing and repaſſing ;— 
but he believes, very ſeldom to Barbadoes, not per- 
haps once in a month. He has frequently heard 
Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn expreſs his concern 
at not having a King's ſhip or floop of war in the 
bay to convey his reports to the commanders in 
chief, mentionning that Admiral Rodney had pro- 


miſed him two ſloops of war, one of them to be 


conſtantly at St, Euſtatius; and that he was griev- 
ed to find, he never ſaw a ſhip there, unleſs it was 
for the purpoſe of preſſing men. 

Qt. In his opinion, as an Officer, ſhould not 


Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn have kept a better 


look out, when he had no ſhips, than if he had 
one? | | = 
A. The witneſs excuſes himſelf from anſwering 
to this as a mere matter of opinion. 
Q. Were there not frequent communications 
with the iflands of St. Kitt's, Nevis, Montſerrat, 
Antigua and St. Lucia? _ Has 

A. Daily, he believes to St. Kitt's, —ſometimes 


to Nevis, Montſerrat and Antigua,—not very fre- 


quently to St. Lucia. 
Q. Does he recollect ſeveral veſſels lying in the 


harbour of St. Euſtatius for ſeveral weeks previous 


to, and at the time of the capture? 
A. There were conſtantly ſchooners and ſloops 
aſſing and repaſhng ;—on the morning of the 
ſurpriſe, he believes, there was a ſhip from Briſtol, 
and two or three ſloops or ſchooners. ER 
Q. Did canoes ever paſs from St. Euſtatius to 
St, Kitt's? | * | 


A. They 
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A. They might without his knowledge ; he be- 
lieves, there was an order of the garriſon, that all 
canoes ſhould be drawn up after ſun ſet, 

Q Had not Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn a 
power, as Commandant, of ſending any of theſe ca- 
noes, which were drawn up at night, to St. Kitt's, 
to 1 given any information, he had though pro- 
per! 


A., He 1 Lieutenant colonel Cockburn or 


any Officer of the garriſon might have hired theſe 
canoes at any time. : 

Q. Could not the Commandant have impreſſed 
theſe canoes ?. 

A. He ſuppoſes he might, —if neceſſary. 

Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn) At 
the time the deponent made the report to him of 
the firſt ſurvey, does he remember, he replied, — 
their firſt attention muſt be applied to the acceſſible 
places ? 5 | 

A. He does not recollect. 

Q. By whom was the ſignal poſt eſtabliſhed ? 

A. Some time in February 1781, General 
Vaughan ſent for the deponent, and gave him cer- 
tain ſignals, which he laid before the Court (and a 
copy whereof is inſerted in the Appendix, C,)— 
with orders to erect a flag ſtaff upon the Dutch 
Church, in the upper town: The deponent obſerv- 
ed to the General, that fixing it there, would be 
of very little uſe, as he could fee as far from the 
window of his own houſe. An hill preſented 
itſelf to their view from the General's window ; 
the deponent recommended thatſpot to fix the flag 
ſtaff on. The General ſaid, it was of very little 
conſequence,—it was only a ſignal for ſhips com- 
ing into the harbour, for the ſatisfaction of Sir 
George Rodney: The deponent ſaid, a flag ſtaff 

| | might 


6 
might be fixed there with very little trouble, it 
might be up the next day, — the General agreed to 
it, and ordered the deponent to fix upon a ſteady 
man of the artillery, to act as ſignal- man by his or- 
der. The deponent appointed a man, and ſignals 
continued to be made without complaint, till the 
morning of the ſurpriſe.— That this poſt ſhould 
never be without a man, the deponent added ano- 
ther, but of his own accord, without any order ; 
—he alſo added a twelve pounder carronade upon 
a travelling carriage, for the purpoſe of making 
ſignals, in caſe of the approach of an enemy. 
Qt. Did Lieutenant-colone]l Cockburn ever make 
any alteration in that -{ignal-poſt, or remove any 
other which had been fixed by his predeceſſors ? 

A. He neyer made any alteration in that fignal- 
poſt, nor did he ever hear of any other being fixed 
by his predeceſſors. __ | | 

Q. As Captain of the Fort, did the deponent 
ever clear any veſſel out for any of the French 
iſlands? | | | 
A. Never. 5 

Q. (By the Court) Whilſt he was upon the iſland, 
and before the capture of the iſland, did he un- 
derſtand, that the iſland had been formerly taken? 
A. Not till after the capture. 8 | 

Being defired to deſcribe the nature of the ground 
between Jenkins's bay and Signal Hill, —he ſaid, 
it was very hilly, the hills much higher in general 
between that and Jenkins's Bay, than the Signal 
Hill z—it was 1mpoſſible to ſee Jenkins's Bay from 
THEnce, - © 1 | 
Q. At what diſtance from the Signal Hill, was 
the ground which commanded it ? 1 

A. The firſt commanding hill he judges to be at 
the diſtance of about four or five hundred yards. 
* mn Q. What 
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What kind of read was it between Jenkins $ 
Bay and Signal Hill ? | 

A. Almoſt impaſſible, it ſeemed formed by the 
heavy rains from the mountains, 

Was there not a narrow paſs at the Signal 
Hill 

A. very narrow. | 

Q. If the deponent had commanded one or two 
companies at or near that narrow . paſs, does he 
think,” he could have ſtopped any enemy long 
enough to have given time for the garriſon to Ans 
got under arms in the wi. 0h f 

A. He does. 

In conſequence of the ſurvey 40 the iſland, 
what places did he point out to Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn, as the moſt eſſential towards guarding 
againſt a ſurpriſe of the iſland ? 

A. He reported Engliſh Quarter, and alſo that 
an enemy might land at Jenkins's Bay, but a few 
men properly poſted there might keep numbers off. 

Q. Did any of the heights between the Signal 
Hill and Jenkins's Bay command the bay? 

A. It commanded the coaſt, but not ſo as to look 
into the bay. 

Q. Was the geponent on $5 hn iſland whe the 
Engliſh firſt took poſſeſſion of it? 

A. He was „ on the 3d of February 
175x272 

Q. As it appears from an entry in the orderly 
book, on the 9th May, 1781, during Brigadier 
Ogilvie's time, that a reinforcement was ordered 
to the hen detachment at Tumble-down Dick, — 
does the deponent know, what gave occaſion to 
that reinforcement ? 

A. He does not. 


L Q. Did 
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Q. Did he conceive, from ordering that rein- 
forcement, that Brigadier Ogilvie eſteemed 1 it to be 
a poſt of importance? 

A. He did. 

Q. It appears, that on the iſt June, that poſt 
was reduced to a Corporal and three men, Lieute. 
nant-colonel Cock burn having then ſucceeded to 
the command, — did the deponent ever hear 19 0 
reaſon aligned for that reduction? 

A. He does not recolle& he did hear any parti- 
cular cauſe aſſigned either for the increaſe; or the 
diminution, 

Q. Did the Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn take 
any ſteps in conſequence of his report reſpecting 
Jenkins's Bay, which ſtated, that a few men might 
keep off numbers? 

A. He does not know of any ſteps taken, 

The deponent here begged leave to mention, 
wk he viſited ſeveral batteries with Brigadier Ogil 
vie, —and as to the batteries mentioned in his re- 
port, called by the names Townſhend and Glou- 
ceſter, the former had à guard-room upon it, 
which contained a company of the 1 3th regiment ; 
Brigadier Ogilvie gave the deponent orders to ap- 
ply in caſe. of an alarm to the officer poſted near 
the Company, which was at that time Enfign 
Rogerſon, for any men of that Company he 
thought proper to demand for the purpoſe of 


manning the guns for theſe two batteries, or any 


other batteries, he thought proper to attach them 
to :—The deponent looked upon the Compa- 
ny in caſe of an alarm as under his command, 
and of courle ſhould have detached the men 
to the ſeveral batteries contiguous thereto. — 
Brigadier Ogilvie gave Exſign Rogerſon orders to 


be near r the Company, and he was s quartered cloſe 
to 


1 


to Fort Glouceſter. Had they been ſo fortunate, 


as to have been properly alarmed, he ſhould have 


repaired to Znfizn Rogerſon in the quarters allotted 


to him by Brigadier Ogilvie, and given orders for 


the diſtribution of theſe men on the different bat- 
teries near that poſt. ] 

Q. As it was impoſſible for the ſmall number of 
Artillery men to be ſufficient to work the guns, of 
what uſe were the batteries towards preventing the 
landing of an enemy, —_ for the purpoſe of 
giving notice of a ſurpriſe ? 

A. The batteries, many of them were manned 
from the Serjeants and men of the Regiments; 
the the others might have been ſo in leſs than ten 
minutes. 

. Did he at any time receive orders from 


Lieutenant · colonel Cockburn, for eſtabliſhing 


night ſignals ac the different poſts, at which guns 
or artillery men were planted to give alarm on 
the approach of an enemy ? 


A. He never received any ſuch orders from 


Lieutenant-eolonel Cockburn. 

Q. It any boats or canves had been ſtationed 
in the night, at the entrance of Jenkins's Bay, 
and kept conſtantly rowing from one ſide of the 
Bay to the other, could the enemy have approached 
the Bay without their perceiving it ? 

A. They certainly muſt have ſeen the enemy, 
but it muſt have bzen ſome hours before they 
had given information to the garriſon, the current 
running ſo ſtrong to leeward. 

Were there any ſtrong. poſts between Fort- 
George and Jenkins's Bay, cloſe to which the 
enemy muſt neceſſarily paſs beiore they could 
reach F ort- George? ? 


LS | A. The 
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(7 
A. The hills from Jenkins's Bay to the Signal. 


| hill form very ſtrong poſts, as he has before ob. 
| ſerved ; and the enemy muſt. paſs between them 


in the narrow road, which has been geleribed 4 as 
gulled by the heavy rains. 


Adjourned till the morrow morning at 
ten o'clock. 


SATURDAY, Mar, 1783. 
The CO URT being met TY to ad- 


-Journment, 


Captain ROBERT GARSTIN, was 
farther examined. | bern 


Q. (By the Court.) Did Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn ever aſk his opinion, after his taking the 
ſurvey of the iſland, on the moſt probable means 
of defending the difficult approaches to Fort- 
George from Jenkins's Bay, from Tumble-down 
Dick or from Engliſh quarter, for the purpoſe 


of eſtabliſhing an interior defence to the iſland ? 


A. He don't recolle& he ever did. 
Q. Did he ever viſit in company with Lieute- 
nant-colonel Cockburn (after he had made his 
report on the ſurvey of the iſland} any of the bat- 
teries, or any of the difficult approaches to Fort- 
George, from the ſeyera) practicable landing- 
places : ? | 
A. Never. 
0; An enemy having effefted a Les on the 


iſland, and having forced the troops to retire 


4 ©: within 


r 


6171 
vithin to Fort-George, how long does he think 
the fort could have held out in the ſtate it was in 
on the day before the capture of the iſland? _ 

A. He never underſtood it was intended that 
the troops ſhould retire into Fort- George, it being 
a place of no conſequence. If they had done ſo, 
the fort might have held out about ten minutes; 
the fort was in no ſtate of defence. 

Q. If there had been a night poſt eſtabliſhed at 
the Signal- hill would it not have been the means 
of alarming the garriſon on che approach of the 
enemy? 

A. He apprehends it might. 

Q. When was the approach of the enemy firſt 
diſcovered ? - 

A. The firſt knowledge he had of the enemy 
being on the iſland, was from the guards at Fort- 
George firing. 

* In what degree of repute was Mr. Roſs 
held 


A. He was a merchant at St, Euſtatius, and 
clerk to the agents. 

Q Was he a reſpectable character, ſuch as a 
Commanding Officer would have believed? 
A. If Mr. Roſs had given information of an 
enemy coming to the deponent, he ſhould have 
paid attention to him. He underſtood Mr. Roſs 
was a favourer of the Americans. 

Q. Does he know of any further information 
reſpecting an intended attack, communicated, to 
Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn * Mr. Roſs, ſubſe- 
quent to his letter ? 

A. No. 

Q. Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn at any 
time expreſs his intention of viſiting any of the 
poſts with this deponent ? 

A. He 


ö 
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A. He don't remember he did. 
Q. Might not veſſels have failed to the French 


"Hands, although not: cleared for them, from the 
port of St. Euſtatius ? 


A. He is almoſt certain they did almoſt daily; 
they cleared out for other ports, but failed to the 
French iſlands. | - 

Q. Does he know of any communication made 
by Lieutenant colonel Cockburn of this intelli- 
gence, or of any intimation given by him of an 
attack being meditated by the enemy to the two 
Field Officers next in ſeniority, who commanded 
the 13th and 15th Regiments? 5 
A. He never heard of any. | 

Does he know of any extraordinary piquers 
appointed, any additional centinels pofted, any 
inſtruction given to the ſignal men to be particu- 
larly vigilant, or any other meaſures taken to ex- 
cite alertneſs, between the time of the intelligence. 


received, and of the capture of the iſland ? 


A. The guards and piquets remained, he be- 
heves, as before the intelligence received ; he 
knows of no orders given to the ſignal men, but 
what he gave himſelf ; he knows it was Lieutenant- 
colonel Cockburn's intention to have pofled a 


| . towards Engliſb Quarter, as mentioned in 


is evidence yeſterday, and of which Major Hen- 
derſon was to have had the command ; he does 
not recollect any other meaſures taken. | 
Q. What ſurf was there at Engliſb Quarter? 
A. Fhere was very little ſurf — much better 
landing than at the town. 

„Was any, and what oppoſition made by the 
Garriſon, when the enemy was diſcovered near 
Fort George ? 

A. The 


679 


A. The deponent cannot ſay of his own. know- 


ledge. 
Q. Was he acquainted \ with Mr. Neagle at St. 


Euſtatius ? 
A. He was. L 
Q. What was Mr. N cagle's general character? 
A. A man ſuppoſed to be much in the French 
intereſt. 
Q. Does he know whether there was any par- 
ticular connection between Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn and Mr, Neagle? 


A. He lived in the ſame houſe with Lieutepant- | 


colonel Cockburn ; the witneſs knows of no parti- 
cular connection. 

What was the nature of the country between 
Eugl % Quarter and the town, acroſs the iſland? 

A. It was a flat open country, compoſed of 
paſture and ſugar canes. 

Q. As the battery erected at Engliſh Quarter 
was of no uſe, if a ſurpriſe was effected, what pre- 
cautions were taken near that battery to prevent a 
ſurpriſe? 

A. The battery was not finiſhed at the time af 
the ſurpriſe of the iſland. 

Was there any piquet poſted there, or near 
it, to prevent a ſurpriſe ? 

A. There was no piquet poſted there. 

Q, What number of men would Fort George 
conveniently contain? 

A. There were ſcarce room for his ſmall detach- 
ment, which conſiſted of about thirty men. 

Q. Was any order given to any part of the garri- 
ſon, for ſuſtaining or reinforcing Fort George? 

A. He knows of no other, except the following 
cf the 5th of May, 1781: 


« Ty 


0 ts ) 


""« fy'cafe of an alarm by day, 4 gun to be fired 
« from Fort was and a red flag . to be => 


« of the Dutch church” The alarm Poſts. to be | 

as follows: 1 
« The flank comp ies 0 parade oppoſite to Wore 

George; the 1 egiment on the grand parade; 

«and the 1 51 12 

« night alarm to be three guns fred from Fort 

my George.” | 


A: Brigadier Ogilvie. 

Q. Does he think a ſurpriſe more likely to be 
effected in the night, or very early in the morning, 
than by day? 1 = 

A. Certainly by hight. EW 160 Of 

. From any orders which came wp his Fat] 
ledge, were greater precautions taken to „ 
1 a ſurpriſe at night than by day. ren 

A.: He knows of none. | 

Was any alteration made after the ordet, 
jule now read, with regard to the alarm. poſts? * 
A. He knows of none. 
Q. Does he know of Mr. Neagle being ſent how 


B 


the iſland by Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, with 


private inſtructions, before the capture PT 

A. He does not know it. | 

Q. Suppoſe there were ramparts' ad bankets 
what number of Troops the line of 
would take fufficient to repel a ſudden affaule of 
the enemy? 

A. There were no babes there was a ſort of 
thing called a parapet, which might have contain- 
ed about ninety or one hundred men. 

What height was the parapet? | 
A. In ſome parts about two feet, in others, three. 


% Did 


egiment in their drill field. The 


Who end when this order was given? 


FLY 


Ci) 
Q. Did the deponent ever receive any orders 
from Lieutenant-eolonel Cockburn, whilſt he acted 
as an aſſiſtant Engineer, to make any repairs of the 


* or to raiſe the parapet ? 
. He never did ; he did not concelve it was 


2 repairing. 


Q. ( defire of Littenant-colonel Cookin F 
Did General Vaughan, or Brigadier Ogilvie, give 
any orders for repairing this fort? 

A. Never. 

Q. How many batteries did the deponent erect 
under Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn's direction? 

A. He compleated one, almoſt finiſhed a ſecond, 
and repaired a third, 

Did Lieutenant-colontel Cockburn point out 
the ground himſelf to the deponent for the firſt of 
thoſe batteries? 

A. He did. 

Q. Were there any canoes or boats belonging 
to the garriſon? 

A. He knows of none belonging to government. 

. If the enemy had attempted a debarkation 
at Tumble-down Dick, was the guard there ſuffi· 
cient to have given the proper alarm? 

A. If the guard had fired a gun, the oarciſon 
muſt have been alarmed. 

Q. Did he ever look upon that as an important 
poſt 2. 

A. He never did. 

Does he recollect whether Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Scopfor d was ever preſent when Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Cockburn communicated to him the letter 
he had from Mr. Roſs ? 

A. He does not recollect that Lieutendnt=co- 
lonel Stopford was preſent. 


M | Q. Does 
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Q. Does he recollect, that Toun-Major Bathe 


was preſent ? 
A. He does not indeed. 
Q. (By defire of the Proſecutor.) Were there not 
new guns erected in the fort in lieu of thoſe which 


— 


were unſcrviceable, during the time of General 


Vaughan's, or Brigadier Ogilvie's command? 

8 None during either of their commands. 

Q. Had any ſhip of war been ſtationed at St. 
Euſtatius, would the commanders have been under 
the orders of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn ? 

A. He can't take upon himſelf to ſay. 

Q According to the routine of Britiſh ſervice, 

o the land officers command the fea officers while 
on board their ſhips ? — 4 
A. Certainly not. 4 

. As commander of the fort, would he has 
fired. at any ſingle ſhip which might have GE 
ed it after night? 

A. This muſt have depended upon circum- 
ſtances. 

Q. According to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of the 
Britiih Weſt Indies, is the appearance and approach 
of five veſſels deemed a fignal of alarm? | 

A. He believes not. 

Q. Was there any place of arms on 1 Sr. Euſta- 
tius at the time of the ſurpriſe, — meaning a — 
which might be tenable for any length of time? 

A. None, to the deponent's knowledge. 

As an Engineer, who ſurveyed the iſland, 
does he think its chief dependence confiſted on 
Keeping a good look out, and preventing a land- 
ing ? 


A. He thinks the Ae of the iſland depend- 


ed upon keeping a good look out. 


4 N Q. Did 


e 


Q. Did the deponent, at any time after the ſur- 
priſe and capture of the ifland, give Lieutenant- 
colonel Cockburn a writing ſigned by him, for ju- 


ſtifying his, Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn's, pro- 


ceedings ? 


A. He never did; in the courſe of his acquain - 


tance not above two letters ever paſſed between 


them. 


Q. (By the Court.) What was his reaſons why 


he did not think the works of Fort George worth 


repairing? 

A. The face of the fort next the bay was con- 
ſtructed of ſo bad materials, and ſo cloſe to the 
edge of the cliff, that firing the morning- gun, a 
four- pounder, with a ſmall quantity of powder, 
tore the embrazures to pieces. The part of the 
fort next the church, was commanded entirely by 
the ſteeple of the church; indeed the whole fort 
was commanded by the church; — the men could 
not ſtand to their guns, if the enemy was in poſ- 


ſeſſion of the church. The face next the town, at 


which the draw-bridge was placed, was entirely 
commanded by the houſes of the town; and an 
enemy might approach the draw-bridge within five 
yards, without the knowledge of the Garriſon. 
From ſuch a ſituation, he thinks, it was the opi- 
nion given by an Engineer, Mr. e to the 


Commander in chief, General Vaughan, that it 


was not worth repairing, or paying any attention to. 
Q. What is the longeſt diameter of the Fort? 
A. About two hundred yards. 
Q. What is the length of the polygon towards 
the church ? ate p | 5 
A. About fifty yards; he never paid any parti- 
cular attention to the dimenſions of the Fort. 


M 2 Q. Is 
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ground quite round the town, with artillery placed 


( 84 ) 
. Is the deponent certain, within the dimen- 


fions fo deſcribed, that there was ſpace ſufficient 
to alter the reſent figure of the Fort, and produce 


a better defence? 


A. He is certain, not. 
Q. The works of Fort George being in a 
ruinous condition, and not Capable of any defence 


- at all, would not certain advantages have ariſen 


from levelling the old works, and ſubſtituting the 

church and church-yard into a reſpectable de- 

fence ? 
A. He thinks not. 


Were there loop-holes in the houſes of the 


8 7 


A. None, the bank were conſtructed of wood; 

Q. Is he not certain, that loop-holes can be 
made in wooden houſes ? 

A. Certainly. 

Q. If traverſes had been made at the exterior 
openings of each ſtreet, and the houſes loop- 
holed towards the country each way from with- 
out, and the troops retired within the town, 
would they not have been ſufficient to repel the 


attack of an enemy? 


A. He thinks not. | 

Being deſired to ſtate his ifs, he ſaid, from 
the. ſituation of the ſtreets, and the number of 
negra huts ſcattered about the extremities of the 
town, and the few troops there fit for duty who 


could be collected, and ſeeing the numerous ave- 


nues leading into the town, he does not think 


there was force ſufficient to make the effectual 


reſiſtance which the queſtion ſuppoſes. 
Q. The negro's huts being all levelled to the 


in 
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. 

in different parts, as a good commander and a 
diligent artillery officer might plant them, what 
increaſe of defence would be given in the mode 
deſcribed? 

A. Under thoſe circumſtances the deponent 
thinks, they might have made a very good ſtand 
againſt an enemy. 

Q. By the knowledge of the deponent, what 
did the parties of the enemy confiſt of? 

A. From the information he received from 


Count Dillon, their advanced PRs: conſiſted 0 


of four hundred men. | 
Q. Did the houſes ſtand conriguous' to each 
other? | 
A. In ſome {ſtreets they did, in others they 
were ſcattered. 

Does he think, if the enemy had ſet fire. to 
ſome of thoſe houſes, it might probably have burnt 
down the whole town? 

A. Had they et fire to the town to windward, 
it certainly mult, 


Lieutenant FR Town: ent JOHN BATHE 
was now called, and deſired by the Proſecutor 
to ſtate to the Court the ſtrength of the troops 
upon the land on the day of the capture; 


He ſtated, _ that the whole number of rank 
and file were fix hundred and twenty-eight, from 
which are to be deducted, as being ſick or lame, 
one hundred and nine, leaving the number of 


ſerviceable and fit for Wr five hundred and nine- 


teen. 


Q. Were | 


6 


Were there, any negroes, who aſſiſted in 
working the e guns, excluſive of nn num- 
ber ? 275 Kid 

A. He knows of none. 

Q. (By the Court.) Of the five hundred and 
nineteen fit for duty, how many. were in the town 
that day? 

A. All fit for duty, except as e d 
confified of nine Corporals and ninety- ſix Private; 3 
1 * #1 and thoſe at Tumble-down Dick. 

Did he ever hear what was the force of the 
enemy! ? 

A. As he has uriderftood, between: three Sod 
four hundred. 

Q. How many negroes were there on the 
Basa, ſpeaking in general, and upon: a Vague 
eſtimation ? | 

A. There might be four or 942 hundred, he 
dares ſay. 

Q (By defire of Lieatendate-Crlents Cockburn. ) 
Is not the ordinary ſuit of the regiment, ſuch as 
tailors, ſervants, artificers, pioneers, &c. who ne- 
ver did duty, included in the * number he has 
mentioned? „ (.. 

A. Ves. „ 

Q. Did the tailors never do Fg, „ 

A. No, except in caſe of emergency. _ 

Q. (By defire of the Proſecutor.) Did Lieute- 
nant-Colone] Cockburn impreſs a number of ne- 
Broes to work at the batteries, and upon other 

overnment ſervice? | 


A. He has heard ſo. 
Q. (By the Court.) What were the general 


ſubſiſting orders to the detachment at Tomble- 
down Dick ARS 


. They 


(66 87). 
A. They were to poſt a Centinel, and take 


charge of the things upon the coaſt. 
Q. What does he mean by things upon. the 


coaſt ? 
A. A ſmall barack, and utenſils belonging to 


it. 


Q. Were they not poſted there for the purpoſe 


of keeping a look out? 
A. He ſhould ſuppoſe fo, but he kool no 
particular orders. 
Q Does he ſuppoſe the Centinel could obſerve 
an enemy landing at Jenkins's-Bay ? 
A. From the nature of the ground he thinks 
not; he never was at Jenkins's-Bay. 
What was the diſtance of Amſterdam Fort 
from the Parade ? 
A. About four hundred or five hundred yards. 
In coming from Tumble-down Dick, does 


the road of neceſſity lead near to a guard, or is 


the grand parade ſo open that they can paſs any 
part of it? 
A. The road leads within two hundred yards 


of the guard; they might paſs over any” part of 


the an een 


Copies or extracts of two letters from Lieute- 
nant-colonel Cockburn to Major-General Chriſtie, 
the one dated on the 12th, the other on the 24th 
of November 1781, being offered by the Proſe- 
cutor to. be produced to the Court, and ſhewn 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Cockburn, he admitted 
them to be truly copied from letters written by 
him, and they were read, as follow : 


COPY. 
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Boles A MP 


St. Euſtatius, 12th November, 1781. 


R. 


* SINCE I had the honour of receiving your 
letter of the 3oth September, by the Thynne 
packet, together with the ſeveral orders, &c. 
from the Adjutant General, no opportunity has 
offered for Barbadoes but the preſent one, which 
I look upon as rather precarious, as ſhe is but 
a common brig. IT e 

& TI am extremely concerned that you ſhould: 
have thought me remiſs in not forwarding Sep- 
tember returns; permit me to ſay that there 
was no opportunity from hence before the Tri- 

ton; and though private letters may have 
reached Barbadoes, they muſt be ſent at a ven- 
ture to the other iſlands, a conveyance in my 
apinion not ſafe for public returns, &c. The 


want of abilities you may find in me, but J aſ- 


ſure you, Sir, you ſhall never find remiſſneſs or 
neglect. The navy having completely ſtripped; 
this place of every thing they choſe, have not 
left me ſo much as a canoe, either for defence 


or convenience. 


ce The great preparations making at Martinique 


having been made known ſrom different chan- 
nels, have alarmed the iſlands from Antigua to 
this ; but though I do not implicitly pur faith 
in half of what | hear, yet I ſhall rake care not 
to be catched aſleep. 'A landing once eſtabliſhed 
muſt bring on an immediate ſurrender, as there 
is no place of arms tenable for an hour; the 
whole coaſt therefore muſt be guarded W I 
66: Which 


= 

te which purpoſe I have cauſed batteries to be 
te erected at every acceſſible bay or creek along 
c the coaſt : the laſt of theſe will be finiſhed this 
« week; and I have diſperſed ſmall detachments 
6 > prevent a ſurpriſe. To the abilities and ap- 

lication of Captain Garſtin I am greatly in- 
" * as he has very amply ſupplied the place 
te of an engineer, 

« I have had ſome private information that 
e the deſigns of the enemy are upon this iſland, 
« which I do not believe myſelf, as they would 
4 get ſo very little by the conqueſt. Certain it 
is, that they have built large boats, capable 
* of carrying one gun, and above one hundred 
* 


I tremble, Sir, for our friends in A 


* may God deliver them, and ſend them ſucceſs. 
„The packet I hope is long ſince arrived with 
5 you. 


c J have the honour to be, 
«Sk 
« With perfect ſincerity and reſpect, 
«© Your moſt obedient 
« Humble ſervant, 


 « JAMES COCKBURN, 
* Brig. Gen. Chriſtie,” 
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St. Euſtatius, 24th November, 178, 
4 81 R, 


ce IF Mr. Forſter only wanted my concurrence 


to pay in the money for the proviſions, that I 


promiſe you he ſhall ſoon have; and I think he 


ſhould be happy to get rid of the incumbrance 
of all monies not belonging to himſelf ; at leaft 
I would be fo. I wrote you the 12th inſtant, by 
a brig that ſaid ſhe would call at Barbadoes ; 
whether or not I believe is very uncertain. The 


purport of my letter was, that from repea- 
ted informations of the preparations making at 


Me, I was reſolved not to be catched 

napping. This iſland is ſuch, that when a 
landing is effected, it muſt ſurrender, as there is 
no place of arms tenable for an hour; therefore 
I muſt watch the whole coaſt to prevent a lan- 
ding; for which purpoſe I have conſtructed 
batteries in every bay'and creek that 1s accel- 
ſible, and have diſperſed ſmall detachments 
throughout: the laſt of theſe batteries is juſt 
finiſhed, and I believe they will prove the chea- 
peſt to the Government of any that have been 
ever made; a few materials and artificers are 
the only expence ; ; I impreſs negroes to labour, 
as well as to do all drudgeries as much as pol- 
ſible, to ſave the ſoldiers, 


I am much indebted to the abilities and ap- 
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plication of Captain Garſtin, who has very 


| amply ſupplied the place of engineer, 


« JAMES COCK BURN. 


Brig Gen. Chriſtie.“ 
Major 


＋ 


1 


M.jor GAR RET FISHER, 


Of the 55th Regiment of Foot, who was Secre- 
tary to Major- general Chriſtie, the Commander 
in Chief in the Weſt Indies in the year 1781, 
was ſworn and queſtioned. 


2 Whether he knows that Mae guneni Chriſ- 
tie {ent intelligence to Lieutenant-colonel Cock- 
burn of the enemy's deſigns upon St. Euſtatius, 
and at what time ? 

A. He cannot ſay he does remember it. 


Lieutenant RoctrSON now proceeded to the ſe- 
cond Branch of the firſt Article of Charge, and 
ſupport thereof. 


Major GEORGE HENDERSON 


Was farther examined—(after reading the Orders 
of the 5th of May, 1781, produced in a former 
part of the evidence. 


Q. Were any orders iſſued for an Officer with 
the Company, which was quartered at Amſterdam 
Fort, to defend that fort on all occaſions ? 

A. He recollects no ſuch order. 

Was the night 3 the capture of the 
iſland dark or moon- light ? * 
A. A very fine moon-light night. 


Q. Did the enemy arrive at the garriſon before 


any alarm was given, and at what time in the 
morning? 


A. There was no alarm that morning; — they 


arrived about fix o'clock in the morning, as he 


N 2 underſtood; 


6 
underſtood; — he was at the time indiſpoſed, and 
had been confined to his quarters for two days. 


A copy of another letter from Lenz 6000 
nel Cockburn to Major- general Chriſtie, dated the 
27th November, 1781, the day next after the 
capture of the iſland, being in like manner admit- 
ted by Lieutenant - colonel Cockburn, was read as 
follows; * 


« St. Euſtatius, 27th November, 1781, 
«3 I R, | 


* I HAVE the mortification to acquaint you 

« of the ſurrender of the iſland yeſterday morning 
* to the Marquis de Bouilliék. The following 
* circumſtances I have learned from himſelf and 
the Officers under him: 
„The armament, conſiſting of three frigates, 
« one ſloop of war, and four ſmall veſſels, having 
“ about fourteen hundred troops on board, were 
ce twelve days on their paſſage from Martinique, 
<< having failed north about to avoid being diſco- 

} <« vered by our iſlands. On Sunday evening, the 
« 25th, they made the windward of St. Bartholo- 
„ mew and St. Martin's, and about eight o'clock 
« that night puſhed forward for this iſland, in- 
* trending to make their deſcent in a place called 
« Jenkins's Bay, which they found altogether 


c eleven at night they drove a little to the left of 
* this bay, under a rocky ſteep hill, where they 
4 puſhed their boats forward to land ; ; in which 
s attempt four of them were daſhed to pieces, and 
bF ſome lives loſt ; the men of thoſe boats had no 

alternative 


t 


a 1s 


*jimpracticable from the rocks and ſhoals. About 
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alternative but to attempt the hill, their retreat 


being cut off. The difficulties they had to en- 


counter were great, mounting ſlowly up, holding 
by ſtones, one after the other, While others ap- 
plied ladders. From eleven at night till after 
ſix in the morning they were employed in 
icrambling up the hill, and marching through 
the defile of the mountain, their numbers about 
four hundred. According to my uſual cuſtom, 
J got up on Monday morning at gun firing, 
mounted my horſe, and rode to the ſouth of the 
iſland; ſtopping to look around me, I ſaw two 
large veſſels juſt clearing the north point of the 
iſland oppoſite Saba; apprehending thoſe to be 
enemy's, I inſtantly turned my horſe about 
and galloped back, ordering the troops to ger 
under arms as I paſſed. On my way I heard a 
few popping ſhots, which proved to be a body 
of the enemy under Comte Dillon, who had fired 
upon a few recruits at drill. I made towards 
the place where I heard the firing, not a man 
with me, and there found another body of the 
enemy ; upon which I turned abour, to try to 
vet ſome men together, but in vain, the enemy 
having taken poſſeſſion of the fort, and many 
of the quarters of the ſoldiers, which were 
greatly diſperſed. A public enquiry into this 
affair will, I hope, exculpate me from every 
ſhadow of neglect or inattention. There was 
not a place in any degree acceſſible throughout 
the whole iſland that I did not fortify, in order 
to prevent a ſurpriſe. The Officers of the 
garriſon can teſtity my vigilance and alertneſs, 
The Marquis de Bouillie himſelf has generouſly 
declared that he knew every place was fortified, 


and that he had nothing for it but ſecreſy, and 


ce to 
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to make his attempt in a difficult place. Had 
the two men poſted on the Signal-hill, which 
overlooks the place the enemy landed at, done 
their duty, by giving the proper alarm, this 
misfortune could never have happened; but, 
villains as they were, they quitted their poſt in 
the night, and were taken priſoners in the val- 
ley a conſiderable time after day-light; Corporal 
Henderſon and James Pickering, both of the 
Royal Artillery, were the two men i pitched upon, 
as truſty, for that important poſt, Fifteen mi- 
nutes warning would have enabled me to have 
given a proper account of the enemy. 

«© You may think it ſtrange, Sir, <0 during 
the whole night not even a negroe- brought me 
intelligence; a ſtrong proof of the treachery of 
the inhabitants, few of whom I have found ho- 


neſt, except the natural-born ſubjects of the 


King. 

" The enemy were well piloted from Martinique 
both by white perſons and negroes who had been 
inhabitants here. 

« Far from reflecting in the Jeaſt upon the 
royal navy, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that 


fince the fleet ſailed hence, the firſt of Auguſt, 


I was not left ſo much as a canoe, either for 
defence or convenience, though the ſituation of 


this iſland, above all others, demanded a veſſel; 
and I was told I ſhould have one. Had one 


of thoſe ſloops of war now cruiſing off St. Tho- 
mas's for American veſſels been ſtationed here, 
the iſland would have been fafe, as I only wan- 
ted a very ſhort notice: but no doubt the 
Officer commanding that department is the bet- 


te ter judge: I only offer an opinion founded on 


«© facts. 


CC In 
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en juſtice to the Marquis de Bouilliẽ I muſt 


declare, that he has acted with that generoſity 
and politeneſs that has ever marked his charac - 
ter towards the Engliſh, I am much indebted to 
him for his particular kindneſs to me, as well 
as to all the Officers in general, having allowed 
each of them to go where they pleaſe upon their 
parole. The men are ſent to Martinique, to be 
tranſported from thence to France. However 
conſcious of my own innocence, I look upon 
this to be the heavieſt misfortune of my life. 
my feelings as an officer are great; knowing 
well that the world in general too ofren judges 
of the conduct of an Officer by caprice and 
— report, Tather than by the merits of 
acts. 7 MS 


J have the honour to be, Sir, 
% With the utmoſt reſpect, 
„ LVour molt obedient, 
« And moſt humble ſervant, 


« JAMES COCKBURN, 
Lieut. Col. 35th Foot. 


cc Brigadier-general Chriſtie, 


cc &Cc. &c. 12 3 


Major GEORGE HENDERSON 
Was farther examined. | 


Q. ( By the Proſecutor.) Does he know, or 


has he underſtood, that Lieutenant-colonel Cock- 
burn was riding out at the ſkirts of the garriſon 
when he firſt ſaw an enemy's frigate ? 


2 A. It 
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A. It was ſo generally underſtood. ; 

Q Does he know whether Lieutenant colonel 
Cockburn was taking his uſual morning's ride, or 
engaged on any particular point of duty? | 

A. He underſtood only that he was riding out, 

Q. Does he know of any other. Officer having 
diſcovered the enemy earlier than this? 

A. He did not underſtand any did. 

"= Does he underſtand that y Po EN th 
Cockburn immediately returned home on diſcove- 
ring the enemy's frigates ? 

A. He underſtood he immediately murned back 

towards his own houſe. 

Q. Muſt Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn on "bis 
return, if he went immediately home, have paſſed 
by any Officers quarters, or any Soldiers barracks, 
how many, and how near ? 

A. He muſt have paſſed by Enſign Watſon's 
quarters, of the 15th Regiment; alſo Lieutenant 
Bowler's quarters, of the 15th; and the quarters 
of a Mr. Gordon, who acted in the Quarter-maſ- 
ter-general's department under Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn; alſo Captain Johnſon's Company, © 
the 13th Regiment; and the barracks of 3 
nant-colonel Edhouſe's Company; and likewiſe a 
barrack which had part of Captain Scott Com- 
pany in it. 

Q. Does he recolle& a barrack, in which a 
Company of the 16th Regiment was quartered 
fronting the ſtreet ? 

A. Perfectly well. 

Q. How near did be «path to each of theſe ? 

A. He paſſed very near thoſe 'ſeveral barracks 
and quarters; — but he does not apprehend the 
laſt- mentioned barrack was in fight as Lieutenant- 
| colonel 
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7 


A” yy rr 


56 =» 


colonel Cockburn paſſed, being within a court or 


yard. 


. How near muſt Lieutenant-colonel Cock- 


burn have paſſed ? | 


A. Within two yards, or two yards and a half, 
if he kept the middle of the way; which was 
narrow. | 

Q. Does he recollect any Guards which Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Cockburn mult have paſſed, exclu- 
five of thoſe barracks ? 255 | 

A. He muſt have paſſed the Barrack-guard of 
the 13th, and alſo the Barrack-guard of the 15th. 

Q. Did he not paſs a Guard at his own houſe ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was the Dutch church in the ſtreet which 
Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn muſt neceſſarily have 
paſſed as he returned home? 

A. The Dutch church was a ſmall diſtance upon 

his left hand. 
Qi. Did Lieutenant. colonel Cockburn give any 
orders to any of the Officers or men, which have 
come to the deponent's knowledge, for raiſing the 
alarm-ſignal upon this church? , 

A. He never heard of any ſuch order being 
given. 

: Q. Was not the Barrack-guard of the 13th Re- 
giment upon the ſpot there, immediately to exe- 
eute any orders which Lieutenant-colonel Cock- 
burn might have given them? 

A. It was. we 

Was the alarm- ſignal raiſed the morning of 
the ſürpriſe, upon the Dutch church? 

A. He believes not. | 

. Muſt Lieutenant-colone] Cockburn, if he 
returned directly to his own Houſe, have, paſſed by 


the fort ? | 
| O0 A. Les. 


643 

A. Yes. 

. Did he ever hear that Lieutentnt-colbpel 
Cock urn gave any orders for firing the alarm- 
gun in the fort ? 

A. He never heard of ſuch orders. 

Q. Was the alarm. -gun in the fort fired that 
Morning. 

A. He don't recollect having heard any gun 
| fired that morning, 

Q. Would he have heard it if it had been 
fired ? 

A. Moſt undoubtedly, if awake; though he 
ſhould not be able to diſtinguiſh an GA 
from any other, 

Q. Does he think, if the ſignals of alarm had 
been given agreeable to the ſtanding. orders, that 
the Officers and men would have Ty re- 
paired to their reſpective alarm-poſts ? 

A. Moſt undoubtedly. 

Q. What was the diſtance from the place where 
it has been generally underſtood that Lieutenant- 
colonel Cockburn firſt ſaw the frigates, to Lieute- 
nant-colonel Cockburn's own hown ? 

A. He cannot aſcertain, but he thinks it may 
have been a thouſand yards, more or lets. 

Did he ever hear, when and where Lieute- 
nant-colonel Cockburn was made priſoner ? 
A. He underſtood he was made priſoner at, or 
near, his own door. 

Q Of what number of men did the ſtanding 
Guard at Lieutenant - colonel Cockburn $ houſe 
conſiſt ? 

A. A Serjeant, a Corporal, and fifteen Priv ates. 

Q. Did that Guard make any reſiſtance, ſo far 
As 1 7 to his knowledge ? | 

. He never heard they did, 


O Q. Did 


el 


| 
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Did he ever hear that Lieutenant-colonel 


Cockburn gave any orders, in paſſing by the Fort, 


to raiſe the draw-bridge, or that he attempted to 


throw any additional men into the Fort ? 


A. He never heard of either. 

What Companies, if any, were quartered 
very near the Fort, and might have been thrown 
into it ? 

A. Lieutenant-colonel Edbouſe s Company was 
uartered almoſt facing the draw-bridge going into 


the Fort; — likewiſe one half of Captain Scott's 


Company were almoſt facing the Fort ; — Captain 
Johnſon's Company was at no great diſtance from 
the Fort? 

Q. What was the ſtrength of theſe Companies | 
laſt mentioned ? 

A. Lieutenant-colonel Edhouſe's conſiſted of 


fifty-ſeven rank and file, excluſive of ſerjeants and 


drummers Captain Scott's of four, of which 
there might probably have been πenty upon the 
ſpot and Captain Johnſon's conſiſted of fifty -ſeven 
rank and file. 

Q. Did the enemy, the road hay came, cut off 


a great part of the garriſon, without paſſing either 


guard or ſentry ? 

A. Tes. 

Q. Has he ever heard how many troops the 
Marquis de Bouillie had in town with him on the 
morning of the ſurpriſe? 

A. The witneſs was informed by a French Of- 
ficer of the Brigade, there were four hundred men, 
rank and file. 

Q. Did he underſtand that this was the whole 


of 1 force which was landed at that time? 


O 2 : A. He 


.(. 160 ..) 
A. He underſtood the Marquis de Bouſllié des 


tached troops to Tumble-down Dick, and likewiſe 


tao the Signal-houſe. 


Was there any reſiſtance made after the 


Commandant was taken priſoner ? 

A. There was a partial reſiſtance ; but whether 
* or after he cannot ſay — The Barrack-guard 
of the 15th Regiment, he believes, a Serjeant and 
ſix men, were alarmed, and the deponent under- 
ſtood the Serjeant gave the French one fire. The 
centinel at the draw-bridge in the Fort (being, as 
he ſuppoſes, alarmed by the Barrack-guard of the 
t gti) fired his muſket ;—and the Serjeant of the 
Barrack-guard of the 13th withdrew his- guard 
within the church-yard wall, and alſo gave one 
fire: that is all the reſiſtance he ever heard of. 
Q. Did it appear to him from the whole pro- 
ceedings of Licutenant-colone] Cockburn during 
his command, and particularly during the Jalt 


month of his command, that he atted as an 1 able 
and yigilant officer? 


A. Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn never - appear- 


ed to the witneſs either prior to, or during the laſt 


month, to have been active and vigilant—he very 
ſeldom ſaw Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, except 
in his own houſe. | 
Q. Did the deponent go into the fort immedi- 
ately after the enemy had caken poſſeſſion of it? 
A. He went in, he believes, between ten and 


eleven that morning, not out of mere We e but 


buſineſs called him thither. 
Q. In what ſituation did the late garriſon appear 


to be? | 


A. It is not in his power to deſcribe the miſera- 


ble ſituation in which he found them ;—he never 
ſaw ſuch heayy diſtreſſes and misfortunes painted 


in 


G e ww @ auuwmzw&t>. Ye e ee 


(1012) 


in men's countenances as he ſaw there: the men 
ſeemed altmoſt in a ſtate of diſtraction. They tore 
their cockades from their hats, pulled their lappels 
off their cloaths, and disfigured themſelves as much 
as they could; it was quite a ſcene of diſtreſs. Some 
reviied, ſome reproached,—nothing certain could 
be collected from them, —all lamented the heav 

misfortune fallen upon them, and directed their re- 

roach againſt the Commandant. 

Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, in his 
opinion, ſhamefully abandon and give up the gar- 
riſon, poſts and troops under his command ? 

[The Court, upon conſideration, did not think 


proper to require, from the witneſs, an anſwer to 


this queſtion. ] 

Did he ever few; Lievteaant-coloael Cock- 
burn at the head of the garriſon on the Grand 
Parade, and how often? 

A. Two or three ſeveral times, bn puniſh- 
ments were inflicted on the Soldiers. 

Q. (By defire of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn ) 
Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn at any time re- 


primand him, the witneſs, for coming too late? 


A. Through Lieutenant-colone] Edhouſe, the 
comminding Officer of the regiment, he did he 
had come about four minutes roo late, owing to a 
bad-going watch and he did not reach the Parade, 
until the puniſhment was begun. 

Did he ever come to Lieutenant-colonel 


Cockburn upon any occaſion, to make any re- 


marks upon the regiment to which he belonged, as 
to their diſcipline and conduct, —remarking that 
he had been prelident of a Regimental Caurt Mar- 

tial that day to try twenty priſoners ? 
A. He never waited upon Lieutenant-colonel] 
Cockburn for the purpoſe or with the intent of 
making 
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making any complaint, or obſervation upon the in- 
"our economy of the regiment ;—he has before 
ntioned, that when he made his reports, a con- 
verſation frequently took place: — and the witneſs 
deſired to explain, that there was a great ſcene of 
debauchery at one time in the garriſon, not in the 
13th regiment particularly, - and he may poſſibly 
have ſaid this: That debauchery proceeded from 
ſome very bad men, which they got from Chatham 
barracks and was chiefly confined to them, 

Did he ever at any time, before the 24th of No- 
vember, point out to his brother Officers any part 
of Licutenant-colonel Cockburn's military conduct, 
which he did not approve? 

A. He never pointed out any part of Lieutenant 
colonel Cockburn's conduct, which he diſliked; 
he only ſaid he did not look upon him as an alert 
Officer ;—and he denies ever reflecting upon his 
conduct as an Officer, except on this occaſion,— 
called upon to anſwer ſuch queſtion, as are pro- 
poſed to him. 

Q. ( By the Court » Did he ever hear, that Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Cockburn, who habitually roſe ear- 
ly, employed thoſe early hours of the day for any 
military purpoſes? 

A. He always underſtood, he rode out before 
or after bathing, but whether he vitited any poſt or 
nor, when he rode to the ſouthward, is not within 
his knowledge, 

. Does he know any facts or circumſtances, 
diſtin&t from thoſe already mentioned in his evi- 
dence, which may guide or aſſiſt the Court in 
forming their judgment, whether the guards, poſts 
and troops, under Lieutenant-colone] Cockburn's 
command were ſhamefully abandoned? 

A. He does not. 


Q. Was 
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Q. Was it poſſible for Lieutenant- colonel Cock - 
ſturn to return to his quarters from the ſouthward 
of the town, without paſſing any of the guards or 
quarters of the Officers? 

A. Not through the town ; he might have taken 
a Circuit round to the eaſtward. 


Q. Who was Lieutenant (then Enfign) Roger- 


ſon's Captain? 
A. The deponent had the company from ſome 


time in the month of Auguſt to the 26th of No- 


vember, 1781. 

. Had be any orders relating to the particular 
deſtination of the company, where Lieutenant- 
Rogerſon's original and proper quarters were, and 
did he hear that it was particularly attended to in 
caſe of an alarm, and conſidered to be maintained 
as a poſt ? 

A. He has been informed, that Brigadier Ogil- 


vie looked upon it as a place of conſequence, but 


it was hearſay only, he does not know of any ſuch 
order. In caſe of an alarm that company would 
certainly have repaired to the Alarm-poſt, which 
he has mentioned, and he ſhould have ar. to 
meet them there. 

As Captain of the company, did he ever 
hear, that Gaptain Garſtin had a ſpecific command 


over that company to apply the men to the work= 


ing of the guns, in caſe he ſhould ſee it to be neceſ- 
ſary in caſe of an alarm ? 

A. Captain Garſtin told the deponent, that he 
had that authority from Brigadier Ogilvie: but 
this company at that particulaꝝ period belonged to 
Brigadier Ogilvie; the deponent never heard of ic 
after Brigadier Ogilvie's death. 


Adjourned till Monday morning at ten 


o'clock, | 
MONDAY 
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MONDAY, May, 19, 1783. 
The COURT being met purſuant to Adjourn- 


ment, 


| Lieutenant GEORGE MACKENZIE, 


Having, by deſire of the Court, looked upon a 
Map of the Town of St. Euſtatius, which was 
offered to be laid upon the Table for the Inſpec- 
tion of the ſeveral Members, acquainted: them, 
that he conſiders it as tolerably correct, with re- 
ard to the general relative Situation of the Bar- 


racts and Officers Quarters, but taken without 


Scale or Meaſure, 
Q, Did he ever take a ſurvey upon the 9700 2 


He never did, but his memory furniſhes 


him with a pretty diſtinct ſtate of the place. 


Being particularly interrogated in regard to Mr. 
Neagle's going ſccretly to Martinique more than 


once, as ſuggeſted in his evidence, Lieutenant 


Mackenzie explained, that he cannot by any par- . 


ticular circumſtance aſcertain Mr. Neagle's going 
twice, though he has a general recollection or in- 
diſtinct idea of it. The time, which he has been 
able to ſpecify, and to fix by the circumſtance of 


his having ſent a letter by him, he conſiders as the 


firſt time, Mr. Neagle having returned to the ifland 

of St. Euſtatius after that; — the other time he 
cannot ſpeak of with any degree of rn or 
certainty. 


Does he recollect, at what time he laſt ſaw 


Mr. Neagle ac St. Euſtatius ? 
A. He does not. 


Captar - 
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Captain JONH FREE MAN, of the 13th Res 
| giment of Foot was ſworn and exatnined, 


. (By defire of the Proſecutor. ) Where was he 
| quartered on the morning of the ſurprize of St. 

Euſtatius ? 

A. To the ſouthward of the town. | | 

Q. Did he ſee Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn ri- 
ding. out that morning, on the ſouthward ſide of 
the garriſon ? 

A. He did. © a 

Q. Did he ſee ele Cockburn 
turn his horſe round to return towards the town? 

Ac He Ode... - 

Can he deſcribe the place where be faw him 
turn about? . 

A. It was between fifty and an hundred yards to 
the Southward of the town, upon the road. 

Q. Can he point out the ſpot? 

A. It was near Lieutenant Scott's quarters. 

Q. Was it between the ſca-ſhore and Lieute- 
tant Scott's quarters? 

A. It was. | 

Does he know, that Lieutenant - colonel 
Cock urn gave any orders to any troops to get un- 
der arms, after fo turning his horſe about? 

as He does not. 

Q. Or to collect any men together? | 

A. He does not: he never ſaw Licutenant-colo» 
Cockburn afterwards, till he was priſoner ;—he 
did hear, that as he rode through the ſtreet, he de- 
ſired the ſoldiers to follow him; he heard this after 
the iſland was taken. 

Q. {By defire of Lieutenant-colonel celbgn J 
When he ſaw Lieutenant-colone] Cockburn turn 
his horſe about, at what pace did he go? 

4 A. As 
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A. As faſt as the horſe could gallop. 

Did the witneſs look out from his Ms 
the time he ſaw Licutenant-colonel Cockburn turn 
his horſe about ? 

A. Hedid,—and ſaw the ſtern of a frigate lying 
at the north point of the iſland. 

Q. Did he hear any muſketry | ? 

A. He did. | 

Q. Did Lievtenant-colonel Cockburn ride in 
that direction, from which he heard the muſke- 
try ? 

; x He did. | 

Q. Does he know, that Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn gave any orders for aſſembling any 
troops ? 

A. No. 

. During the time he was in the iſland of St. 
Euſtatius, did he ever know Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn remiſs or inattentive to the ſervice, or in 
any reſpect to relax his duty? | 

A. Healways looked upon Lieutenant- colonel 
Cockburn to be a very attentive officer, as far as 
the duty of the garriſon went. 

Q. ( defire of the Proſecutor.) In what direc- 
tion did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn ſeem to go, 

when he galloped back? 

A. In the direction, which led to F ort George. | 

Q. Ho often did he, whilſt upon the iſland, 
ſee Lieutenapt-colonel Cockburn upon the parade, 
and upon what occaſion ? 

A. He does not know, he ever ſaw him above 
once or twice upon the Parade. 

Q. A that upon any particular occaſion ? 

o. 


2 How lcng was the deponent upon the inand! ? 
| A. He 
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A. He came to the iſland of St. Euftatius the 
' 1ſt of September 1781. 

Q. Did he ever know Lieutenant- colonel Cock- 
burn viſit any one of the detached poſts? 

A. No. 

Q. (By defire of Lieutenant. colonel Cockburn. ) 
Had not the 13th and 15th regiments ſeparate pa- 
rades, on which they afſembled for roll calling ? 

A. They had. 

When he ordered che garriſon under arms, 
on the Grand Parade, did not Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn attend himſelf ? 

A. He never recollects the garriſon was under 
arms, whilſt he was on the iſland. 


Q. (By the Court} Might not Liewenant-odlo- 


nel Cockburn have viſited every one of the out- 
poſts, without his knowing it? 
A. Certainly. 

Did he hear any drums beat to arms ſoon 
after he ſaw Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn turn his 
horſe about, and gallop towards the town in a di- 
rection leading to the fort? 

A. No. 

Does he know, whether Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn turned out the barrack guard of the 
13th regiment, on his return, —or if he ordered the 
garriſon of Fort. George under arms? 

A. He does not know. 
What diſtance was he from Lieutenant- colo- 


nel Cockburn, when he turned his horſe ? 


A. He ſuppoſes, about an hundred yards :—the 
deponent was in his own quarters dreſſing himſelf. 
. Did he know any reaſon of Lieutenant-colo- 

nel Cockburn making that ſudden turn ? 


72 A. He 
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A. He imagined, it was in conſequence of the 
fcing, or of his ſeeing the frigate at the north end 
of the iſland. 

- Q. Did he ſee the frigate when he firſt heard che 
firing or after ? 

A. Not till about a minute en Wh | 
„Did he ſee Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn 
turn his horſe before the firing or after. | 

A. He believes after. 

What diſtance are the out-ſkirts of the town 
to ) the ſouthward of the iſland from Fort-George 3 

A. He imagines, between two and three hun- 
dred yards. 

In what ſitvation, did he ſee the frigate dr. 

A She Wes lying to, with her ſtern to the cur- 
rent, - hr 


Lieutenant GEORGE. LEWIS, of the Royal 
| Artillery was again examined. 


Q. 5 defire of the Proſecutor) Was the night 
of the enemy's landing dark, or moop-light ? © 
A. To the beſt of his recolle&tion, a fine light 
night, | 
Q. Was the ſignal of an alarm gun or any great 

a fired in the morning at F ort-George, previous 
to the ſurpriſe, 

A. There was no Ggnal but only the morning 
gun, as uſual. 

Q. Was any red flag, or any other n dif 
played on the Dutch church, Previous to the ſur- 
pore ? 10 5 
A. He knows of nothing previous to the ſur- 
pr 


. Had 


* 0 


. 


— 


and what was the diſtance to his own houſe? 


1090 
Q. Had any orders been given for making the 
Gonal of alarm by day, does he think they would; 
have been inſtantly obeyed ? - 
A. He thinks ſo, 

. Did he ever hear any orders were given by: 
Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn to make the day hg- 
nal of alarm that morning? | | 

A. He did not hear it. 
Q. Did the enemy arrive at the garriſon without 
any alarm being given, and at what time ? 91 2 
A. He did not hear of any alarm; the firſt, he 
knew of the enemy being at the garriſon or upon 
the iſland was juſt after the firing of the morning 
un. 

Q. Suppoſing Lieutenant · colonel Cockburn to 
have turned his horſe, in order to return to his own. 
houſe, on the ſpot between Lieutenant Scott's quar- 
ters and the ſea ſide, What was the ſhorteſt rout, 

A. The ſhorteſt rout, he thinks, was by the 
fort —and it might be about half a mile. ! 


Q. Did the Dutch church and F ort-George lie 


in this rout ? 

A. They both did. | 

Q. Did he underſtand, that Idas 
Cockburn paſſed by the fort, as he returned home, 
that morning ? 

A. He heard it in the nome of cont 3 


it was not of his own knowledge. 


Did he underſtand, that Lieutenant: colonel 


Cockburn gave any orders to raiſe the draw 


bridge? | 
A. He did not hear any ſuch orders were given. 
Q. Where was the witneſs ? 
A. In his own quarters, near a five-gun battery,- 


ang © rn: ah, | 
Q. Did 


= 
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Q. Did Liedtenaipcelonel Cockburn attempt to 
throw any additional troops into the fort? 

A. Not to his knowledge. 

Q. Was there boy reſiſtance made by the garri- 
ſon,” and what? 

A. He heard, a guard of the 15th regiment 
made a fire of ſome ſtraggling ſhot, and that the 
Serjeant of the guard was killed. | 

Does he know, that Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn gave orders to any troops to get under 
arms at the time of the ſurpriſe, or that he tried to 
get any men together? 

A. He did not hear he did. 

Did he ever learn, that Lieutenant- colonel 
Cockburn had formed any plan of defence, after 
he was alarmed ? 

A. He did not. | 

Q. Were there ny. carronades in For George 
fir for ſervice ? 


A. There were two mounted upon field car- 


riages. 


Q. Could Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn on the 


morning of the ſurpriſe, ſuppoſing him to have. 
aſſed the fort on his return to his houſe, have 
alarmed the fort? 
A. He could, by calling to the centinel. | 
Does he recolle& the path which fronted a 


part of the fort, leading thence to the Grand. Pa- 
rade? 


A. There was a path which led by the fort to 
the Grand Parade and by Lieutenant-colonel Cock- 


burn's houſe. | 
Had thoſe carronades, loaded with grape 


mot, been planted in the direction of that path, 


would they in his opinion have retarded the pro- 


greſs of the column of the enemy which took 
4 Lieu 
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Lieutenant · colonel Cockburn priſoner, and firſt 
entered the fort, and thereby have given time for 
ſome of the troops to have got into the fort? 

A. He did not underſtand that the ſame column 
which took Lieutenant colonel Cockburn priſoner 
entered the fort. : 


Q. Could they not have ſtopped the progreſs of 


any column which might have paſſed that way? 
A. He thinks they might. | 
. Whar was the height of the ramparts in the 
fort from the bottom of the ditch on the outſide ? 
A. About thirty feet. 
| What was the general opinion of the late 
garriſon of St. Euſtatius, reſpecting the capture of 


St. Euſtatius ? 


[The witneſs defiring to be excuſed giving the 
opinion of others, the queſtion was not inſiſted 
upon. ] | | | 

Q. (By defire of Lieutenant colonel Cockburn) 
Does he know, that Lieutenant-colunel Cockburn 
did not give any orders, or endeavour to get the 
men together ? 2 

A. It might have been done without his know- 
ledge. mY | 
Q. Did he hear the fire of muſketry that morn- 
ing! WS | 
A. He heard a ſcatrering fire when the enemy 
took poſſeſſion of the five-gun battery, and at the 
ſame tim̃e a ſhouting. 


Q. Was the deponent made priſoner by the ene- 


my before or after the firing ? 
A. After. | | 
Q. What did he do upon hearing that firing? 


A. He went out of his quarters to repair to the 


fort, and was intercepted by a party of the enemy. 


Q. Does 


— nega fig GATIT es. q 


tricated himſelf; — che enemy fed ſome ſtraggling 
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Does the deponent know, that Lieutenants 
— Cockburn returned to his. | houſe, or even 
ſtopped at it?: 

A. He did not know that 1 
Cockburn ſtopped at his quarters till he was made 
priſonef. 


Q. C the Court) Was it cuſtomary to Sie 


hoon the drawbridge "pos the n of the Dora 
hs gun ? 

1 

":Q- Does he know which 0% place firſt, Liew 
tenant-colonel Cockburn being, perſonally made 
prifoner,” or the rer taking poſſeſſion/of "= 


fort! 5 


A. He believes, but cannot ſpeak with certain. 

ty, both cook place much about the ſame time. 
What troops were in the fort on the moru-· 
ing of the capture? 

A. About ſixteen or eighteen of the artillery, 
and a Serjeant's guard ; — he is not politive as to 
the number of that guard. 8 

How long was the morning. gun fired beſore 
he heard the mulſketry | 4 1 

A. About a quarter of an hour. 5 1 

Q. Was it the cuſtom of the private men of the 
Artillery to get up at gun-firing ? 

A. It was; — ſome of them told. the deponent 
they were walking upon the front rampart, Opp! 
fie the ſea. | 

Does he know what time Lieutenant: colo 
Cockburn was made priſoner? 

A. He was told by Captain Connor, who took 
him priſoner, he was firſt ſeiſed on the exerciſing 

round, and from thence ſpurring his horſe he ex- 


ſhot . 
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ſhot after him, and he was afterwards taken oppo- 


ſite the houſe next to his own. 

2 Was it uſual for a patrole to be ſent from the 
guard round the ramparts of the fort, upon ring 
the morning gun, to ſee that every thing was ſa 
before the drawbridge was let down? 

A. Not that he has heard. 

. Did the deponent ever receive any orders, 


during his ſervice under the command of Lieute- 
nant- colonel Cockburn, to eſtabliſh night-ſignals 
in Fort George, or in any other part of the iſland, 


in caſe of an alarm given of an enemy's approach ? 

A. Night-ſignals were eſtabliſhed at Fort George 
before Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn's command; 
— there was a twelve-pounder carronade carried 
up to Signal-hill during Lieutenant-colonel Cock- 
burn's command. 


Q. Were there any ſignals eſtabliſhed by ſky- 


| rockets ? ? 


A. There were not. 

Q. Could a gun fired from the Signal- hill be 
heard in every part of the iſland ? 

A. It might have been heard at the fort, where 
it would have been repeated. 

Was at any time a gun ordered to be n 

on the Signal-hill beſide this carronade ? 

A. None; that was only meant for a ſignal. 

Q. (By defire of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn ) 


Was the Grand Parade, where the horſe's bridle is 


firſt ſaid to have been ſeifed, the place where the 
fire of muſketry firſt began? 


A. He imagines not. 
Q. Where was the firſt fire of muſketry he diſ- 


covered ? 
A. He did not ſee, he only heard, the fire of 


muſketry, 
Q Q. Did. 
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Q. Did he 1 any muſketry fired upon the 
[Greg Parade ? 

A. The firing might have beenupon the Grand 
Parade, as his quarters were near it, but he did 
not ſee it. 

Q. {By defire of the Projerativ 7 What number 

of artillery pieces were in the fort ſerviceable, ex- 
eluſive of the carronades ? 
A. An eight-inch howitzer, an eightded:pouk. 
der gun, and ſeveral i pounders, the number' he 
don't recollett — they were all pointed towards 
the ſea. 

Q. Does he think that Uiebtchant colonel cock 
burn made the beſt defence of the Hand, ſo brave 
a garriſon afforded him: | 

A. He could make no 'deferice after he Wi 
Falken, «..- 

[The Court upon conſideration did not 9 
proper to preſs this queſtion farther upon. * wit- 
neſs. 

Q. {By the Court 7 How many roads or ayehve 

led to the town from Signal-hill ? 1 0 | 

A. There was but one, till pretty near the town; 

then the road branched off, and there were ſeveral 
ways. 

| . Does hs mean, that the ide Aid not bratich 
off, fill it came to the corner * the Grand Pa- 
rade? 

A. Ves, till it came near to it, or very near it. 

Q. What guard was by the waterſide, near the 
five gun battery? 17 

A. This five gun battery was upon che min po ; 

there was a Serjeant's guard. 
Was the road through which the enemy were 


ſuppoſed to paſs contiguous to the Serjeant s 
guard? 
4 A. It 


art 


(uns 


A. It was cloſe to it. 

Q. Suppoſing the centinel of that guard alert, 
how far could he have ſeen down the road? 

A. He could have ſeen the enemy as ſoon as 
they came upon the Parade; but the road itſelf lay 
berween twothick hedges. 

Q. Was there any guard on the eaſt fide of 
the Parade, or near it, or near the back of the 
town ? 

A. There was none. | 

Q. Can he judge where the firing began? 

A. He cannot — he heard that the firing an 
in the ſtreets. 


Serjeant-major WILLIAM ROBINSON, 


Of the 13th Regiment of Foot, being ſworn, was 
examined. | 


Q. Does he recollect in what duty he was en- 
gaged early in the morning of the ſurpriſe of St. 
Euſtatius, and where? | 

A. Inexercifing the recruits, in the drill-field. 

Q What happened to him when engaged 1 in 
this duty, and at what time ? | 

A. A little before ſix o'clock the deponent was 
made priſoner there. 

Q. Did; he fee Lieutenant-colonel - Cockburn 
taken priſoner, and at what place, and by whom ? 

A. Yes, oppoſite to his own door, fitting upon 
his horſe, and calling for his ſword — by the ſame 
party of French which took the deponent. 

Q. Had Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn any fide 
arms at this time? 

A. None. 


A —_—_ 
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Was the guard at Lieutenant. colonel Cock. 
burn s houſe near, when the Lieutenant: colonel 
was taken, and did he give the guard any orders 
to make reſiſtance ? 
A. The guard was near, but the witneſs did not 
ſce any of them, nor did he hear any orders given. 

Q. Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, after 
being himſelf taken priſoner, give the witneſs ny 
orders, and what were thoſe orders? 1 0 

A. Yes; to go to Captain Garſtin, and to ac- 

uaint Kim, that he, Lieutenant- colonel Cock- 
buro, would have no firing. 8 8-4 
. Did he deliver thoſe orders ? Mi 

A He did not, the fort was taken before he 

got there; Captain Garſtin was in the fort. 
Does he know whether Lieutenant- colonel 
Cockburn ſent ſimilar orders to any other poſt? 

A. The witneſs went round to the ſeveral guards 
with the late Adjutant Smith, with directions to 
them to deliver up their guards to the French; but 
he does not know by whoſe order the Adjuran 
went for that purpoſe. 

Q. (By deſire of Liewtenant- Colonel Cockburn) 
ow many men had he under his command 1 in the 
drill- field that day? | 

A. To the beſt of his knowledge about thirty 
men. 

Q. Was he, with the recruits, fired upon by the 
enemy, and by what number of them? 

A. They were, by a party of about fifty men. 

Q. What did he as upon that firing ? 

A. He immediately ordered the men to diſperſe, 

Did he make no reſiſtance? 

A. They could not make any, for they had no 

ammunition, nor even. flints in their pieces. 


2. Had they bayonets ? 
& ; Ss A. Ye 


. 
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A. Yes, they had. 
Q. Did they ever advance with theſe ed 
upon the enemy ? 
A. No. 
Did he ſee Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn be- 
fore he was made priſoner ? 


A. He ſaw him on turning the corner, not before; 


the Lieutenant-colonel was fitting on his horſe. 
Was Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn in the 
enemy's poſſeſſion, when he ſtopped at his door to 


call for his ſword ? 


A. He was not. 

Q. Is he poſitive of that? 

A. Heis. 

Q. Was any other perſon preſent, when Lien- 


tenant-colonel Cockburn gave him thoſe orders for 


Captain Garſtin, “ not to fire?“ 
A. Not any that he ſaw, except the party of 


French who made him and Lieutenant-colonel 


Cockburn priſoners. 
. Were thoſe orders given before Lieutenant- 


0 Cockburn called for his ſword, or after : ? 


A. After. 

Q. Did he mention theſe orders (having been 
given) to any perſon at that time? 

A. He did not. 

Q. (By the Court) How long after Lieutenant- 
colonel Cockburn was made priſoner was it that he 
went with Adjutant Smith round to the different 
guards? 

A. It might be half an hour or more. 

Q. Did the recruits ever fire when at exercile 
on that ground? | 

A, No, never. 


Q_ How 


&. 
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0 How long time was it from his firſt ſeeing 
Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, to the Lieutenant- 
colonel being made priſoner? | 

A. He muſt have been taken within a minute 
afterwards. | 

a. rug an Officer command the F rench derach- 
ment FA 

A.. Yes, an Iriſh Officer, ied en 

Q. Did this officer ſpeak Engliſn? 

A. He ſpoke Engliſh well. 

Did he hear any converſation which dau 
Hout his having leave to go with this order, which 
was given him by Lieutenant-colonel org 1 

A. He did not. 

. How long was Lieutenanticolonel, Cockburn 
in cuſtody before by ſent _ witneſs to RE 
Garſtin ? 3 a | 

A. Two or three n minutes. 

Q. Did Captain Connor hear Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn give the witneſs thoſe orders? 

A. Certainly he muſt have heard it; it was po- 
ken aloud. 1 : 
Was he then ſuffered, without interruption, 
to go to the fort ? 

A. Immediately ; but before he got there, the 
fort was taken. 

Q. Where did he fee Adjutant smith? 

A. In the fort; he took the witneſs with him 
thence to go to the different guards, as he has bes 
fore ſaid. 
Q. Was Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn then in 
the fort! ? | 


7 + ; rn , 


Licutenant 
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Lieutenant JOHN YOUNG, 


Of the 13th Regiment of Foot, was n and 
examined. 


Q. 0 By deſire of the Proſecutor. ) Did he com- 
mand the ſcale-houſe guard at St. Euſtatius, on | 
the morning of the ace axed FER 

A. He did. 


Q. Did he draw” 'up his guard in > order o de- 


fend his poſt? 

A. He did. 

Q. What quantity of ammunition had he 2 

A. Five or ſix rounds. 

Q. Did he receive orders from Lievteatntcolo- 
nel Cockburn to ſurrender his poſt to the enemy, 
and from whom? 

A. Yes, by Adjutant Smith, of the «3th Regi- 
ment. 

Q: Does he recollect how lace in the morning 
this happened ? 

A. According to the beſt of. bis recolleion it 
was near ſeven, _ 

Does he know that Lieutenzet-colapl Cock- 


burn gave orders to any Troops to get under arms 


at the time of the ſurpriſe, or rien to get any men 


together 0 


A. He does not. 

Q. (By defire of 3 Cockburn, ) 
Might not Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, have given 
ſuch orders, and the witneſs not have known it? 

A. Certainly, as his ſituation was very diſtant. 

Q. ( By defire of the Preſecutor.) Did he receive 
any orders from Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn .uat 
morning, to defend his poſt? 


A. No, he had-no ſuch ders brought to him. 


Serjeant 


| 
| 
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(61600) 


Serjeant WILLIAM PONTSBURY, 


Of the 13th Regiment of Foot, was ſworn, and 
| examined. 


Q. ( deſire of the Proſecutor.) Was he enga- 
| in any duty on the My of the FORE 
of St. Euſtatius? 
A. He was in the batrack. | 
What was the name of that barrack | td 
A. Amſterdam- fort barrack. | 
Q. Did he prepare to defend his Meare” as (on 
as he heard of an enemy? | 4 
A. He did. 
Did he receive any orders from! Licutepant- 
N Cockburn to ſurrender his _ and who 
delivered them? _ 
A. He did; they were brought to bim 20 the 
late Adjutant Smith. 
At what time? 
A. About ſeven o 'clock. 
Q. (By the Court.) What number of men had 
he i in his barrack at that time? 
A, Joftthireyo er 
Q. How long was this 55 he had heard the 
firing of the muſketry ? 
A. Nearly an hour. 
Were there any ſanding orders to defend 
' that poſt?ꝰ . | 
. No. 
Q. What ammunition was he provided with? 
A. With what remained from thoſe who had 
died, and thoſe in the hoſpital; he had as much as 
together made up fourteen rounds per man. 
Q. Did any Officer join him at the barrack ? 


A. None. 
* Had 


- 


fo 
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Q. Had they fired when they received orders to 


ſurrender? 

A. No. 

Q. (By defire of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn.) 
nat company did he belong to at that time? 

A. To Major Henderſon's. 

Q. Who were the Subalterns of that company ? 


A. Enfign Rogerſon — there was no Lieutenant 


at that time, 

Q. How long had the company been quartered 
in that ſituation ? 

A, About three months, 

Q Did he ever know or underſtand; that Zri- 
gadier Ogilvie had given orders that the ſubaltern 
Othcers ſhould conſtantly remain with that com- 

any? 

: A. Not to the beſt of his recollection. 

. Did he ever hear ſuch orders were iſſued! ? 

AT No. ; 

Q_ {By the Court.) Did the enemy, in entering 
the town, come near his barrack ? 

A. Not within a mile. 

Q. Why did he not repair to the alarm-poſt ? 

A. He did not hear any drum beat. 

Q. Did- he receive an order at any time to be 
particularly attentive to an Officer of Artillery * 

A. No. 

Q. How long after the firſt alarm does he judge 
it to have been before the men were collected? 

A. It was much about ſeven o' clock. 

Q. (By defire of Lieutenant colonel Cockburn. ) 
whe therefore, if he heard no drum or alarm, 
did he put himſelf in a poſture of defence? 

A. A Corporal, who was at the drill ficld exer- 


_ ciling the recruits, came and told him of the ap- 
proach of the enemy. 


R Q. Why 


| 

i 

| 
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Q_ Why did he not therefore repair to the alarm- 
poſt : 


A. By reaſon the French were in poſſeſſion of 
the guard, which was between him and the alarm- 
poſt. 3 

How does he know the enemy were in n poſ- 
ſeſſion of the guard? — Did he n out to at- 
tempt to go to the alarm-poſt ? 


A. The Corporal, who informed * of the | 


approach of the enemy, told him, he ſaw the 
guard taken priſoners. 

Q. Was Enſign Rogerſon with his company 
that morning ? 

A. No. 
Q. (By dtfre of the Proſecutor.) When did 
Adjutant Smith die ? | 

A. He does not know, 

Qs it believed Adjutant Smith is dead P 1 

A. Yes, it is ſo underſtood. 


Adjourned till the morrow morning at ten 
o clock. 5 


* ”\ * , ; p * 
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TUESDAY, ach Max, 1783. 


The COURT being met purſuant to Adjournment, 


Captain ROBERT GARSTIN, 
Of the Royal Artillery, was farther examined. 


Q. (By deſire of the Proſecutor. Does he recol- 
lect Mr. Neagle' 5 going to Martinique? E 
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A. He recollects Mr. Neagle's leaving the 
iſland of St. Euſtatius; whither he went, he can- 

not ſay — he went twice, from the iſland. 
Was Mr. Neagle upon the iſland at the time 

of the ſurpriſe ? 

A. Not to the deponent's knowledge. 
Being defired to relate what he knows reſpecting 
the ſignal men, Captain Garſtin depoſed, that the 
ſignal men had orders to remain in the centry box 
at the flag-ſtaff, ſo long as they could diſtinguiſh 
objects at ſea — they had liberty then to retire to 
their quarters, at a houſe about a hundred yards 
from the flag-ſtaff, Gun-firing in the morning 
was the time fixed on for their repairing again to 
the fignal-poſt. On Sunday night, the 25th of 
November, 1781, they retired to their quarters, 
(as the deponent was afterwards informed, upon 
his making enquiry concerning their conduct, from 


the owner of the houſe, an old lady) and continued 


there till day-break in the morning, at which time 
the lady, who owned the houſe, called them up, 
defiring them to go to the ſignal-hill, for that ſhe 
thought ſhe ſaw ſome Soldiers there, and ſuppoſed 
they had an intention to ſteal ſome of her ſtock. 
Day-break, at this time, was about a quarter af- 
ter five o'clock. The men accordingly went up, 
and were made priſoners by the enemy, who had 
been in poſſeſſion of the poſt for ſome time, as the 
deponent was afterwards told by the French Ofli- 
cers. He mentions this to ſhew that the men were 
taken priſoners upon their poſt, and had not be- 
trayed their truſt by quitting it in the night, nor 
were taken in the valley afterwards in the morning, 

as it has been ſuggeſted. | 
Being deſired to explain to the Court the ſitua- 
noa of the houſe in which the ſignal - men lodged, 
| R 2 he 
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he ſaid, that the houſe was on the fide of the hill, 
— obſerving, that the ſignal- men were only to be 
there in the night. 

Was not the houſe lower down than the flag- 
ſtaff, "ſomewhat under the bill 

A. A great deal lower, 

Q. Was not. one of the men, Pettigrew, who 
had been uſed to be upon that duty, removed a 
few days before ? 

A. He was, for a very ſubſtantial reaſon ; he 
had quitted his poſt, and the deponent had found 
him in the town between nine and ten o'clock at 
night. 

'Q. Did he, the witneſs, live in Fort-George? 

A. He did. 


Q.: Does he recollect the manner in which the 
fort was taken ? 

A. By the enemy's ruſhing in at the gate in 
numbers about a quarter before ſix. 

Q. Had he any notice of it ? 

A. Not the ſmalleſt. 

Q. Suppoſing that Captain Henderſon s Com- 
. had been attached in conſequence of an order 
rom Brigadier Ogilvie, to the Artillery, and ſup- 
poſing Enſign Rogerſon to have been with the 
company the morning of the ſurpriſe, what uſe 
could he, the witneſs, have made of the com- 
pany towards the defence of the garriſon, con- 
fidering the ſurpriſe to have happened as in fact 

it did? 

A. On the morning of the ſurpriſe, from their 
diſtant ſituation, he could have made no uſe of 
them, unleſs he had been properly alarmed. 

Q. Does he recollect Lieutenant-colonel Cock- 
burn being brought into the fort ter it was taken, 
and at what time ? 


A. Lieu- 


, 
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A. Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, came into 
the fort about ten minutes after it was taken, 


then a priſoner. 
Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn ſurrender 


the garriſon by capitulation? 


A. He never heard of any capitulation. 
- Q. Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn ſend from 
the fort any orders to the different guards and poſts 


to ſurrender them to the enemy ? 


A. He does not know. 
Q. Was he ever informed ſo? _ 
A. He has heard an officer, Lieutenant Young, 


ſay, be received orders to give up his guard. 


Q. (By atfire of Lieutenant-Colonel Cockburn. ) 
If a veſſel of war had been properly ſtationed off 
the iſland, could the enemy have effected a ſur- 
priſe ? 

A. The iſland would have been properly alarmed 
he ſhould ſuppoſe. 

Q. Did he hear muſketry firing that mor- 


ning ? | 


A. He did, but it did not appear but it might 
have been the firing of the troops at exerciſe. 

Q. In what direction did he hear the fire of 
muſketry. 

A. He ſuppoſed it to have been on the grand 
parade. 

Q. If Captain Henderſon's company had march- 
ed from their quarters upon the fire of muſketry, 
might they not have had an opportunity of attack- 
ing one of the ſmall columns of the enemy upon 


the grand parade? 


A. He does not know in what parties the 
enemy were; had the company marched, he thiaks 
hey would. have found an enemy chere; five 

\ minutes, 
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minutes, he Abi would have brought them 
thither from their quarters. 

Q. (BH the Court.) Might not Captain Hen- 
derfon's company alſo make the ſuppoſition, that 
the firing was that of troops at exerciſe ? 

A. They certainly might. 


Q. Was the enemy in poſſeſſion of the for 


before he heard the firing? 
A. It was much about he ſame time. | 
Qi. Did he hear the muſketry before or after the 
draw-bridge was let down ? 
A. After. 


How long had the draw. bridge been let 


down before the n ruſhed into the owe through 
the gate? 


A. He ſuppoſes about a quarter of an hour; it 


was let down at ua gy in the morning, agree 

able to order. 

. Did the enemy enter che fort by any other 
way than through the gate? 

A. Not to his knowledge ; ; there were other 
places, where they might enter, — many. 

Q Does he know whether Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn gave any orders to a Serjeant on duty 
in the fort, on the morning of the ſurpriſe ? f 

A. He ſhould imagine not, he thinks he ſhould 
have heard of it, if he had. 

. Was there a Serjeaht's guard in the fort? 
There was. 

d. Does he know whether the garriſon i in the 
fort made any attempt to raiſe the draw-bridge? 

A. They did, and one of the additionals, a 


}. 


ſoldier of the 13th, was ſhor through the body 1 in 


the attempt. 


Q. Why did he think Tamble-down Dick not 


to be a poſt of any great importance towards the 
defence of the iſland ? 


A. It 
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A. It was ſituate in a hollow; was a very ill- 
conſtructed battery, and cloſe to the water fide; 
ſo that ſhips of any force coming againſt, it, muſt 
in a few moments deſtroy it, which the depth 
of water there was ſufficient to have admit- 
ted. 

Q. Did he conceive it as a place where che 
landing of an enemy was praCticable ? 

A. They might land there. 4 

Q. For what purpoſe particularly were the 
many batteries between the garriſon and the ſouth 
part of the iſland eſtabliſhed ? | 

A. Moſt of them were erected by the Dutch, | 
for the purpoſe, as he ſuppoſes, of preventing an 
enemy's landing, which was practicable in, any 
of thoſe places; one of them was conſtructed 
by Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn. 

Q. Were there no poſts upon the high grounds 
above Tumble-down Dick, where an enemy might 
have been obſtructed in their approach from 
Jenkins's Bay, and which ae might be 
deemed of importance? 

A. There were many ſituations hom Tumble- 
down Dick, which might prevent an enemy's 
landing there, but they had no connexion with 
the road from Jenkins's Bay, 

Q. Were there any ſituation near Jenkins $ Bay 
which might have obſtructed the enemy? 

A. The hills from Jenkins's Bay to the Signal- 
hill form very ſtrong poſts, where, he has be- 
fore ſaid, a very few men might have obſtructed 
the paſſage by rolling down ſtones. 

. Were any — eſtabliſhed in the Stberkbes 


which he alludes to above Tumble-down Dick? 
A. None. 


Q. Was 
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(a) 
Was there any eaſy way of gettin into the 
OW than that of the 2 8 nes 
A. Many. | wit; & 
| Q. Was it ofcal in the duty of F ort-George 
for a commiſſioned or a non-commiſſioned Officer 
every morning to patrole the ramparts, to ſee every 
thing was ſafe, before the ee ret N was ordeted 
to be let down ? V9 
A. There were no ramparts. 15 
Was there a way fond 12750 one man to 
walk ES | | 1 
A. There was juſt that. A Ee! 
QQ. Was there a Patrole ordered to do 1 ecu 
here mentioned. 
A. He does not know. ot 19 
Q How far could they fee round the fort! 21 50 
A. From five to ten yards; the houſes were all 
moſt cloſe to it; it * deſerves the name > 
a _ A 
Was the fourh the windward pare of the 
ia TI cu Ie 2 
A. Part of the r fide Was ſouth. 
Q. From what quarter did the ere approach 
the iſland? | VI 4 
A. They came round che cata 
Q. How long, has he been informed, were ea 
enemy upon their paſſage from Martinique: 8. 
A. They ſailed, as he has been told by French 
Officers, on the 1 5th of November from Sr. Pierre's, 
in Martinique. ** 
Q. What does he andertined to have occaſioned 
the being ſo long upon their paffage ? 
A. They were beating up, as he imagines, - be- 
tween Martinique and Dominique. 


2 * he underſtand they could have made 
their 
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their paſſage ſhorter to the eaſt or ſouthward part 
of the iſland ? | 

A. They might have ade their paſſage ſhorter | 
by coming to the leeward of the iſland. | 
How many days, in a common paſſage, 
might it take them to come directly from Mar- 
tinique to St. Euſtatius ? | 
A. With a good breeze of wind, be ſuppoſes, 
in about three days. | 
QQ. What number of men ruſhing in took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the fort ? 
A. He really can't ſay, it was full i in about ten 
minutes. | 
Q. Can he recollect nearly the number? 
A. He ſhould imagine there were an hundred 
in leſs than five minutes. 
Q. Did a principal part of the main body aſ- 
ſemble immediately round the fort ? 
A. He can't ſay, 

Would Lieutenant Young's maintaining his 
poſt, have contributed at that time to the acer 
of the garriſon? 

A. He thinks not. 

Q. Did he underſtand that the French had 

parties diſperſed inevery part of the town? _ 

A. He underſtood from the French officers, they 

had guides to every barrack. 

Q. {By defire of the Proſecutor) Does not a 

veſſel's being enabled to give an alarm to the gar- 

riſon depend upon the ſituation ſhe muſt have 

been in, 

A. Certainly. | 

Q. Had men been poſted on the high cliffs, ſo 

as to command the ſhore, might not they have 

alarmed the garriſon better and earlier than any 

eſſe!? — The hills intended by the queſtion "© 
8 the 
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the Quill, the hills that command Jenkins's Bay, 


and ſuch other hills as commanded the ſea. 


A. Je believes they might. 

Q. What was the? height of the ramparts of 
Fort-George on the outſide to the bottom of the 
ditch ? 

A. The ramparts, ſuch as they were, were of 
various heights, from three to five feet, their 


height was very irregular, 


Q. What was the depth of the ditch from the 


ſurface of the bridge on the right and on the left 


thereof ? 
A. About ten or twelve feet he e 
{ By defire of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn) 


Is it the eſtabliſhed rule of all garriſons to give it 


out in public orders when troops are appointed to 
fire at exerciſe? 

A. He ever found it ſo. 

Q. Were there any orders iſſued for the troops 
to fire on the 26th of November? 

A. No. 

Q. Had not he, the witneſs, tha ſole command 
and direction of Fort-George, prior to Lieute- 
nant-colonel Cockburn's command ? 

A. He was appointed by General Vaughan to 
be Captain of Fort-George and its dependencies, 
and continued ſo from that time. 

Q. Was it the cuſtom of the garriſon at &.. 
Euſtatius to give it out in public orders, when 
troops were to fire at exerciſe? 

A. The garriſon never fired there to his know- 
ledge. 

Q. What was 6 ſituation of the houſes in 


which the out-lying piquet was, in Brigadier 


Ogilvie's time? 


( 


A. It was near General Vaughan's quarters and 
Fort · Rodney, almoſt oppoſite to the head - quarters 
to the ſouthward of the fort. 

Q. Was the piquet uſually diſmiſſed at gun 
firing ? 

A. He cannot fay, whether it was at gun- 
firing, or at guard mounting in the morning; 
there was a ſtanding order in the garriſon, that all 
guards ſhould - be diſmiſſed upon the grand 
parade, 


The EVIDENCE on the part of aha PRO- 


SECUTION, as far as reſpects the Firſt Article 


of Charge being cloſed; — The Court, at the 
requeſt of Lieutenant colonel Cockburn, adjourned 
till Friday morning next at ten o'clock. 


FRIDAY, Mar 23, 1783. 
The COURT being met purſuant to adjournment, 


LIEUTENANT-COLONEL COCKBURN 
opened his DEFENCE with the following Narra- 
tive and Obſervations, which he afterwards left 
with the Court in Writing, viz. 


« Mr. Prefident and Gentlemen of the Court, 


«© TI AM now in the thirty-fixth year of my 
* ſervice, without an hour's remiſſion from it, 
I 4 *« ſerved 


cc 
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ce 
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ſerved every war that has happened within that 
time, and have been often wounded. 

& My reputation as a ſoldier in every rank was 
unblemiſhed, till this unfortunate accidenr, 
which I ſhall ever look upon as the greateſt miſ- 
fortune of my life. 

«© My zeal for, and attention to the ſervice, 
was ever conſpicnous, and from the teſtimony 


of ſeveral General Officers who will do me the 


honour to appear before you ] truſt, and hope 
you will think ſo. 

„ I muſt beg to relate one inſtance of my con- 
duct, as a ſoldier, which happened in 1757. 


„When I was Lieutenant and Adjutant in this 


Regiment, and of the garriſon of Fort-William- 
Henry; that ſurrendered to the French, I was 
one of thoſe who petitioned the King through 
the then Commander in Chief, for leave to ſerve, 
though contrary to the terms of capitulation, 


which we looked upon as infringed by the 


French: the King approved, and I ſerved, 


(though as it were, with a halter about my 


neck,) the Marquis de Montcalm having de- 


clared, he would put to death every Officer he. 


rook in ſervice; —I ſaw that great Officer fall 
in the field. 

& Tt has been the misfortune of many officers of 
higher rank and abilities, than ever I can aſpire 
to, to have been ſurpriſed, but none have ever 
been held out as a traitor to his country, and 


perſecuted for eighteen months as J have 


been. 

During the time that I had the . of 
commanding on the iſland, 1 did every thing 
that my judgment could ſuggeſt, for the ho- 


Ee . % nour and advantage of the King's ſervice, I did 
| « not 
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not ſpend my time in idleneſs or debaucheries, 
I roſe every morning of my life at gun- firing and 
took my rounds. . 3 

« On the morning of the 26th of November, 
as I was riding out, I obſerved three large veſſels 
clearing the north point of the iſland, upon 
which I turned about and gallopped back, or- 
dering the Troops to get under arms, and the 
drums to beat to the alarm, till galloping on, 
without ſeeing an Officer. In my way I heard 
a few popping ſhots of muſketry, to which place 
I repaired with rapidity, nota man with me, and 
paſſing by the fort called out to the ſentry at the 


draw- bridge, to order the alarm- guns to be 


fired; at the ſame time ordered a company of the 
13th Regiment, that was quartered near the 
fort, to throw themſelves into it, without wait- 
ing to dreſs, and draw up the bridge — in this I 
was diſobeyed. 1 continued galloping to the 

place where I heard the muſketry, giving the 
alarm as I paſſed, but never once ſtopped at my 
own houſe, which was on the road. I came to 
the Grand Parade, where Captain O*Conner, 
one of the French Officers, ſeized the bridle of 
my horſe; notwithſtanding which I got from 
him, and road away, when I was fired upon; 
and, turning about again to endeavour to get 
a few men together, I found myſelf in a narrow 
paſs/ between two columns of the enemy, and 
was made priſoner. 3 GD: 
« I might as well have expected an enemy to 
have fallen from the clouds as where they did ; 
no appearance of veſſels of any kind around the 
iſland ſo long as light could give a view, there- 


fore it could never have been ſuppoſed that the 


was 
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dec few hours between that Ny day- break could 
& have brought forth ſuch an armament. 
One veſſel ſtationed at the iſland would have 

- © been ſufficient to have prevented a ſurpriſe, 
| © The coaſt was too extenſive for me to afford 
te a force at each poſt ſufficient to repel an attack, 
. « I therefore reſolved to poſt ſmall detachments at 
4 « every battery ſufficient to give the alarm, upon 
1 « the principle of keeping together as large a body 

1 « as I could, with which I could march to the 
te place attacked. Had there been a place of arms 
« upon the iſland, my diſpoſition 1 would have been 
& different. 
The greateſt” body detached was a company 
e of the 13th Regiment, who did not do their 
& duty; for as the enemy debouched into the plain ; 
through the defile: of the mountain, that com- 6 
pany might have taken a column of them in the . 
4 
c 
£ 
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; * rear, and thereby, at leaſt, made the alarm more 
* general, and given me an opportunity of aſſem- 
ce 


bling even a few men, with which I would have 


K& | * attacked the firſt body I met. 
43 «© Had I received certain intelligence of the 5 
« enemy's intentions, (which was not the caſe) 
I & common. prudence would have forbid me ma- 0 
4 “e king it public to the Garriſon, ſurrounded as I c 
| „ was by an hoſt of enemies within. 7 
„ Though Mr. Roſs's letter to me vas only 7 
founded upon vague and uncertaia report, yet 1 
e it appears — I By 0 proper attention to it. T 
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I freely confeſs that I never confidentially 
& conſulted my. ſecond in command, Lieutenant- 
& colone} Edhouſe ; but with all public orders and 
e meaſures he muſt be well, acquainted. With 
« Captain Garſtin I always conſulted in the moſt 


« confidential manner, convinced of his abilities 
| wy as 
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as an Officer, and his integrity as a man of 


honour. | | 

« With reſpe&t to reconnoitering, I had fre- 
quently done that, long before the command de- 
volved upon me, in quality of Quarter-maſler- 
general, and in company with the Engineer and 


Brigadier Ogilvie, therefore I could want no 


knowledge of the iſland. 


« Before the Commander in chief left the Weſt 


Indies, he ordered away the Engineer from the 
iſland, and gave orders that no more works 
ſhould be conſtructed ; I therefore humbly con- 
ceive, that if I had implicitly obeyed theſe or- 
ders, I ſhould have been juſtified, but my mili- 
tary feelings. prompted me to enquire if any 
thing farther could be done for the ſecurity of 
the iſland, and finding that there could, I, for 
the firſt time of my life, dared to diſobey, by 
erecting two new batteries, and repairing a third, 
under the immediate direction of Caprain Gar- 
ſtin, who, by his abilities, very amply ſupplied 
the place of an Engineer. 

« When the conduct and merit of an Officer of 
thirty-ſix years experience, acquired by the toils 
of fourteen compaigns, are to be rated by the 
opinion of thoſe, who have neither years nor 
ſervice on their fide, nor ever, had an opportu- 
nity of being called out into active ſervice — 
the diſcipline of the army muſt certainly be in 
danger. 

After the Captain's detachment had been poſt: 
ed at the Engliſh Quarter, as deſcribed by Cap- 
tain Garſtin, I ſhould have eſtabliſhed, = courle, 


a ſmall piquet from the main body, upon the 


„hill above Jenkins's Bay, and other places, if 


cc 


found neceflary, ſo ſoon as I could have made 
«c any 
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& any ſoft of cover for them; but ſoofier I could 

« not, for every perſon acquainted with the Weſt 

Indies muſt know, that the conſequence to 

« men lying out all night, without cover, is al- 

© moſt certain death, but particularly ſo to men 
s already melted down by the climate. 

My firſt attention, therefore, was taken up 
© to defend the moſt acceſſible places; but, tied 
© up as I was, I was reſolved to perſevere in my 
&« exertions to the beſt of my judgment. 

„This Court will pleaſe ro obſerve, that the 
* reinforcement offered by Major-general Chriſ- 
ee tie, conſiſted only of one battalion company of 
“ the 13th Regiment, both weak and ſickly : he 
had long before that taken away the four flank 
& companies from me, which were the flower of 
« the Garriſon. 

e TI muſt beg to inform the Court of Brigadier 
Ogilvie's reaſon for adding an Officer and four- 
«© teen men to the detachment at Tumble-down 
“ Dick. On the 7th of May, the repulſe Ad- 
«© miral Hood's fleet met with from the enemy, 
& and his retreat, was the true cauſe. The Bri- 
„ gadier being under ſome apprehenſions for the 
& ſafety of the iſland, which was communicated 
to the iſland on the 4th of May; and on the day 
& following Admiral Rodney and General Vaughan 
& ſailed in the Sandwich: the cauſe ſurely was re- 
„ moved long before I had reduced that detach» 
«© ment. 
| «© There never was an out-piquet eſtabliſhed by 
& Brigadier Ogilvie ; there was a houſe indeed in 
„ the i town, that the piquet lay in, and were diſ- 
% miſſed at gun-firing. The men of that piquet 
« were allowed a tour of guard ; and therefore the 


* fſickneſs of the Garriſon obliged me to order 
them 
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« them to lie in their reſpective barracks, vrhich 


ſaved the men a guard. 

« My idea of an put-piquet is, a body of men 
poſted in the front, or upon the flanks of an 
army. 

«© With reſpect to the men lavigg only ſix rounds 
of ammunition in their immediate poſſeſſion, 


that was ordered by the Commander in Chief, 


upon the principle of preventing the great waſte 


of ammunition, that was but too common ; bur, 


ſarely, as the remainder of the ſixty rounds per 
man was lodged in the ſtore of each Regiment, 
it muſt be a neglect in the Commanding Officers 
of corps if their men at any time wanted am- 


munition. 


5 N Tad made priſoner in the 10 ex- 
ertion of my duty, that ſhould not have pre- 
vented the other two Field Officers, and thoſe 
under them, from catching the alarm, and aſ- 
ſembling their men, which does not appear to 
have been the caſe; for I believe every Officer 
(except myſelf) was made priſoner in his quar- 
ters. 

„In a day or two after the iſland had been ta- 
ken, knowing that a very particular intimacy 
ſabfiſted | berween the Marquis de, Bouille and 
Lieutenant Mackenzie, I requeſted him to ap- 
ply to the Marquis, and the Officers under him, 


for every information they would give relative 


to their expedition, that I might form wy report 
thereon. Lieutenant Mackenzie did fo, and 
gave me a paper in his own hand-writing, which 
I lay before the Court. 
* The. pointed and prejudiced manner in which 
Lieutenant Mackenzie has given in his evidence, 
[ hope has not eſcaped the notice of the Court. 
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He ſwears that Mr. Roſs told him that the intel - 
ligence he gave me was verbal, and on the 
Wedneſday before the iſland was taken. But 
Captain Garſtin, whoſe teſtimony I hope may 
be allowed'to bear the appearance of more can- 
dour, declares that the intelligence I received 
from Mr. Roſs was by letter, written from one 
of the windward iſlands, and which I ſhewed to 
him immediately upon receiving it. Captain 
Garſtin alſo declares, that he never heard of any 
verbal intelligence given to me by Mr. Roſs. 

& Lieutenant Mackenzie has alſo introduced a 
Mr. Neagle, with ſuch inſinuations, as if he was 
employed by me to carry on a traiterous corre- 


ſpondence with the enemy. I muſt therefore 


trouble the Court with every thing I know of 
that Mr. Neagle : he is a native of Ireland, and 


was upon the iſland long before we took it, in 
the mercantile line, and in company with a 


Mr, Dawes, another ſubject af the King's; 
their characters were ſo good, that their property 
was ſecured to them by both Commanders in 


Chiet. _ - | 
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* Mr. Texier, the principal French merchant 
5 the iſland, was a great friend to this Mr. 
(eagle for ſome years paſt, and when he was 


ordered off the iſland with the reſt of the French 


inhabitants, he requeſted of Mr. Forſter, the 
Commiſfary-general, and - myſelf, both of us 


living in his houſe, and which he left furniſhed 
for us, to allow Mr, Neagle a room in it, that 


he might take care of his houſe and' furniture, 


ſhould Mr. Forſter and I quit the iſland, which 


we expected ſoon, _ | 


Upon Mr. Texier's requeſt we gave Mr. Nea- 


gle a room in the houſe, and finding him a 10 
8 n 
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« of principle and honour, and of ſound allagilhce 
6e to the King, we aſked the favour of his com- 
«« pany to our table, which he was fo good as to 
grant us. 

I am perſuaded that his Majeſty has not an 
© honeſter ſubject, and that if he could have o- 
« cured or given intelligence, it would have been 
to the intereſt of the King his maſter. 

The affidavits and other proofs which I have 
« the honour to produce to the Court, will be 
“ ſufficient to wipe off the black inſinuations of 
« Lieutenant Mackenzie. 

6 It is not at all probable, that if I had em- 
** ployed Mr. Neagle ſecretly, that he would have 
© communicated it to Lieutenant ane or 
any other perſon. 

e If any intercourſe or correſpondence had bien 
carried on from St. Euſtatius to Martinique, 
Hit muſt have been moſt probably by Lieutenant 
« Mackenzie himſelf, the intimacy between the 
e Marquis de Bouillic and him being ſo generally 
e known. 18 

*« I muſt beg leave to relate a circumſtance or 
* two of my own knowledge. Wher the Marquis 
« de Bouillié was preparing to ſend off his ex- 

« preſs to France, Lieutenant Mackenzie aſked 
a paſſage in that veſſel, The Marquis replied, 
te that it would not look well for him to go to 
France alone, without other brother Officers, 
as the intimacy between them was ſo generally 
* known, The conſequence was, that two other 
* Officers aſked a paſſage ro France, and Mr. 
* Mackenzie went in company with them. 

„Again One night at ſupper the Marquis de 

„ Bouillié pulled out a pocket book, in which 


were the names of all our regiments in the. 
'"F 3 Weis 
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did he himſelf acquaint any one with it. 
q 1 « Had 
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« Weſt Indies with their ſtrength, this he gave 


to Mr. Mackenzie with a pencil to correct, he 
readily undertook the taſk to my great morti- 
fication; but as the Marquis underſtood En- 
gliſh very well, I could only give dumb hints 


to Mr. Mackenzie to deſiſt, which he did nor 
take. 


« Upon this I had no other alternative — to 
tell the Marquis, that Mr. Mackenzie had not 
the ſame opportunity of knowing the ſtrength 
of the army that J had, and I could affure him, 


that the regiments in chat liſt confiſted of double 
the number they were ſet down at. i 


ce ſhall make no farther comment upon the 


evidence of Lieutenant-colonel Edhouſe, than 


that he muſt have a very treacherous memory 
indeed. He ſwears that I continued in the 
command of the Iſland from the death of 


Brigadier Ogilvie to the day the enemy took 
the iſland, forgetting altogether that Brigadier 
Fraſer was ſent down from Barbadoes by the 


Commander in Chief to ſuperſede me in the 
command, in which he continued till a freſh 


diſpoſition was made. If, therefore, the reduc- 
ing of the guard at Tumble-down Dick was a 
wrong meaſure, or any other diſpoſition I had 
made, why did not Brigadier Fe. alter it 
when he was in command ? | 


„The Court, I hope, will look upon ab evi- 


| dence of the Serjeant-major. of the 13th Regi- 


ment in its true light. He ſwears, that after I 
had been made a priſoner I ſent him with or- 
ders to Captain Garſtin not to fire, but ſays, 
that no perſon heard me give thoſe orders, nor 
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« Had I been in a ſituation to give orders, it 


is not probable that I ſhould have employed 


him for that purpoſe. His cowardice in flying 
from the enemy upon a few ſhots when he had 
bayonets, without making the leaſt reſiſtance, 
J believe, is without example, particularly as 


his numbers were little inferior to the enemy. 


cc With reſpect to any orders Adjutant Smith 


might have given, I am totally ignorant of; 


but taking it in the moſt unfavourable light, 


no diſadvantage could ariſe therefrom, as it is 


notorious that the whole garriſon were priſoners 


in the fort, long before ſuch orders could have 


been given. 264. 6 
« Lieutenant Rogerſon 
to convince-the Court, that he is not a volun- 
teer upon this occaſion, and that he ſtands as a 
proſecutor merely by order. But I ſhould be 
glad to aſk, why was he a volunteer to Barba- 
does, where the moſt wicked combination was 
formed for my deſtruction. With the indul- 
gence of this honourable Court, I ſhall offer 


lome circumſtances, as, I hope, may convince 


them that the malicious and cruel perſecution 
of Lieutenant Rogerſon aroſe intirely from 


_ perſonal. pique and reſentment to me, and not 
cc. 


from any generous motive for the public ſervice. 


„The company of the 13th regiment that 


cc 


cc. 
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was quartered above Amſterdam Fort, was 


particularly poſted there by order of General 
Vaughan, for the purpoſe of aſſiſting the Artil- 


lery, and of being a reſerve upon an emergency. 


One Subaltern at leaſt was poſitively ordered 
to remain there conſtantly, and I had provided 
quarters accordingly, Theſe orders of the 
Commander in Chief, Brigadier Ogilvie ſtrictly 

„ee 


has taken great pains 


">< #1 
« executed, giving his directions accordingly to 


the Commanding Officer of the Regiment. 
This Company I continued under the ſame 
« orders, always looking to the CONES 


„ Officer of the Regiment as reſponſible. 
„ Nothwithſtanding my long ſervice, F yet 


de was obliged to purchaſe moſt of my com- 


* miſſions, my Company and Majority particu- 


« larly. My preſent rank I obtained from Sir 


William Howe in the field of battle, upon the 
« fall of my Lieutenant-colonel by my ſide. 


© Whatever opinion the 13th Regiment may 
e have formed of me, I am perſuaded that the 
© Igth Regiment, which has been long inured 
c to war, and ſubje& to ſtrict diſcipline, never 


cc thought my conduct reprehenfible. 


,< My ſufferings have been truly great. From! | 
the 6th of November laſt I was ordered under 
* an arreſt, which, though one at large, yet has 
e been attended with moſt diſagreeab e circum- 


©]. 


& ſtances. 


I have been alſo ſet afide in my rank ; a cir- 
« cumſtance truly diſtreſſing, as it conveys an 
<« appearance of guilt. I truſt, however, to the 
ce candour and equity of this honourable Court, 


ci that its judgment will reſtore me to the coun- 


« tenance of my Sovereign, and the ſame good 


« opinion of my brother Officers that I have here- 


ce tofore experienced. And that, upon mature 


ce conſideration of the evidence they have already 


cc received, they will find it amounts to nothing 


« more than hearſay and matter of "Pen; aud as 
"01 1 not to be Wen 


The 
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Being ſworn as a Witneſs, at Licutenant-colonel 
Cockbura's deſire, was queſtioned. 7 


Q. Did he give orders to Brigadier Ogilvie 
that no new works ſhould be conſtructed? 

A. He deſired of the Brigadier, that no works, 
which would burthen the public with expence, 
ſhould be undertaken without his particular order. 

Q. Did he not order my the Engineer from 
St. Euſtatius ? 

A. The Engineer y was kent he his order to 
Tobago. 

Q. Does he think a alles ſtationed at the iſland 
of St. Euſtatius neceſſary for its defence. 

£5 Cerpainly it would have been of very great 
. | 
. Does. he reballet . Admiral Rodney, 
on his quitting that ſtation, ſaid, he would give 
orders for one or two frigates to be ſent thither ? 

A. He does not immediately  recolle& that, 
but he always underſtood: from Lord Rodney's 
converſation that he meant ſome force ſhould be 
always there. | 

Q: Did he order a Company of the 13th 
Regiment to be detached above Amſterdam Fort, 
with directions to provide quarters, at leaſt for 
one Officer conſtantly to reſide there? 

A. He did direct a Company to he quartered 
at Golette's houſe by Amſterdam Fort When the 
Company was ordered, of courſe the Officers were 
ſuppoſed to go with it. 


Q. Did 


0 14 ) 


Did he order Brigadier Profs down to St. 
Euſtatius) to ſupercede e Cock- 
burn 1 in the command ? 

A He did. Brigadier Fraſer was at Barbadoes 
| without a command, and it being reported to the 
witneſs that Brigadier Ogilvie was dead, he or- 
dered Brigadier Fraſer to St. Euſtatius to take the 
command of that place. 

Q. Did Brigadier Frhber remain in > is com- 
mand till he, the witneſs, made a \freſh” "OPT 
tion upon bis going 0 Europe! 2 1 

r n 
Dang deſired to ak to Lenin bad 
Cockburn's military character, he ſaid he always 
looked upon him to be an exceeding g good Officer 
who perfectly underſtood” his duty. He always 
heard the ſame character from old 400 experienced 
Officers, who knew Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn 
much better than himſelf. During the time he 
was under the witneſs's command, "he never had 
occaſion to find fault with his conduct in any 
ſhape whatever. © 70 Re 
With reſpect to ide Eügineer being ſent to 
Tobago, Major general Vaughan obſerbed, that 
there were only two Engineers under his command, 
and an order being given for ſome works to be 
erected at Barbadocs, he employed the Engineer 
there, leaving his Deputy only at Euſtatius. His 
order did not extend to preclude any works which 
could be performed by negroes; it tended only 
ro reſtrain the putting of government to any con- 
ſiderable expence. 

Q. (By defire of the Proc: ) Was it by 
his approbation that Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn 
acted as Quarter-maſter-general and Commander 


in Chief of the iſtand of St. Euſtatius? 
A. When 
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A. When he left the iſland on the firſt of 


Auguſt, Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn took the 


command as the oldeſt Officer, as he had had it 
before. 


Q. Does he recollect the time Brigadier Fraſer 


took the command of the iſland, and how long 


he remained in that command? 

A. He does not recollect the time exactly, but 
apprehends Brigadier Fraſer did not command 
much above three weeks. 

Q. Does he know whether Brigadier Fraſer 
was upon the iſland, and how long he remained 


there? 


A. He ſaw him there when he went to St. 


Euſtatius. He remained but two days at St. Euſta- 
tius himſelf. 


Q. Does he recollect the day on which Brigadier 
Fraſer left the iſland ? 

A. He cannot particularly recollect the day, 
but he went from the iſland during the witneſs's 


ſtay there. It muſt, as he believes, have been 


much about the 27th July 1781. 

Q. Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn remain 
in command from the time he, the witneſs, lefr 
the iſland till the ſurpriſe ? 

A. He cannot ſay; he left him there in the 
command. 

Q. Had the Commanding Officer of the iſland 
a diſcretionary Power of erectins any batteries for 
the defence of the iſland, in caſe of an urgent 
neceſſity ? 


A. No obſtruction was given by the witneſs in 


any particular whatever. 


Q. Does he think the defence of the iſland in 


great meaſure conſiſted in keeping a good look 


out, to prevent an enemy's landing? 


U A. Cer- 
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A. Certainly; it is a very neceſſary precaution 
every where, 

Was there any place of gefence tenable in 
the and ? 

A. The Upper Town of ſelf he ſhould think. 
very tenable—There was no particular fortreſs of 
any kind, except Fort George. 

Q. Did he conſider Fort George as tenable 

A. As cannon could not be brought againſt it, 
he thinks it might have been maintained, unleſs 
againſt a great force indeed: 

Was there any peculiar neceſlity of keep- 
ing a look-out at S/. Euſtatius, in order to prevem 
a ſurpriſe. 

A. He does not know that it was more particu- 
larly fo at St. Euſtatius; it was very much ſo in 
every i ſland in the Weſt Indies. ; 

Does he recolle& ever ordering any new 

jeces of artillery into Fort George, in the room 
of ſome which were found to be unſerviceable ? 
A. He does not immediately recollect it; bot 
very likely it may have been ſo. 
. Is not the appearance of five ſhips at ſea in 
time of war, in the Weſt Indies, looked upon as | 

a ſufficient ſignal of alarm? 

A. Certainly. 

Q. As there was yo veſſel ſtationed off the iſland, 
was 1t not, on that account, the more neceſſary to 

keep a good look- out? 
. Certainly. 

Q. (by the Court) Conſidering the 'nature of 
the ground in the iſland of Sr. Euſtatius, does he 
think five hundred men are ſufficient for the defence 
of that iſland, and to 8 223 poſts for its 
ſecurity to give the alarm ? 


A. Five 
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A. Five hundred men, he judges, would have 


been ſufficient to defend it againſt the force which 
he underſtands to be brought againſt it, if pro- 


perly alarmed. - When he quitted the iſland the 


| ſecond time, he left there, fick and well, about 
cight hundred men, 


Q. What number of men does he judge it 


would have required to eſtabliſh proper poſts for 


giving an alarm, ſo as to prevent a ſurpriſe ? 

A. He apprehends a very few men would have 
ſufficed for that. ; 

Q. In what eſtimation did he hold the poſt of 
Tumble-down Dick ? 

A. It was a poſt which m'ght have been of 
ſome uſe to prevent a ſurpriſe ; but nothing could 
have approached on that fide of the iſland that 
might not have been ſeen, and therefore he did 
not conſider the poſt as of much importance, 

Q. Of what conſequence to Great Britain was 
the taking of the iſland of St. Euſtatius ? 

A. At the time it was taken by the Engliſh he 
looked upon it to have been of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence. 

Q. (By aefire of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn.) 
Had he, during the laſt viſit he paid to St. Euſta- 
tius, any converſation with the inhabitants, or 


Was any application made to him relative to Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Cockburn ? | 


A. On his coming, a good many of the inhabi- 
tants of the iſlands came to Head Quarters; in 
the courſe of converſation with him, he enquired 
how they liked their Commandant ? and received 
for anſwer, that they liked him very well, and 
hoped he would not be changed. | 


: WU 2 Q. Did 
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Did he ever know, that the office of Quar-. 
ter-maſter- general diſqualified an Officer ſrom tak», 
ing a command according to his rank ? 

A. A Quarter-maſter-general in North America 
did duty in both capacities: he never knew that 
practiſed any where elſe. 

(By the Coart) Did he know Mr. N eagle, 
of the iſland of St. Euitatius ? 

A. He has heard of him, and ſeen him. 

Q. Was his character that of being attached to 
Great Britain or the enemy? 

A. He never heard any thing relative to that ; 
he has heard him well ſpoken of in general. 

Q. Does he recollect having ordered Mr. Nea- 
gle's property to be reſtored to him? 

A. He does not recollect that particularly; he 
ordered that none of the property of Britiſh ſub- 
jects ſhould be reuched. 

What was his opinton of the general diſpo- 
ftion of the iſland, as to the Engliſh ? 

A. He ſhould imagine rather adverſe. 

Q. (by deſire of the Proſecutor) Was Mr. Nea- 
gle a Burgomaſter previous to the time of the 
iſland being taken by the Engliſh, and a merchant, 
who might trade with the enemies of Great Bri- 
tain if he thought proper? 

Q. He don't immediately know whether he 
was a Burgomaſter or not, but he underſtood the 
Dutch laws to be ſuch, that every trader and inha- 
bitant of the iſland was obliged to be a burgo; — 
there is no manner of doubt that he and all the 
other inhabitants traded with the enemies of Great 
Britain, | 

Was the iſland of St. Euſtatius, as being 
the Silt leeward of the fortified iſlands in thoſe 
jeas, of the molt eſſential importance to the Britiſh 


fleet 
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fleet as a rendezvous, in caſe an action had hap- 


pened to windward ? 

A. He looks upon St. Kitt's to be in the like 

ſituation with reſpect, to this, as St. Euſtatius. 
Q. Was not St. Euſtatius leeward of St. Kitt's ? 


rence. 

Was Ljouiaaine Mackenzie ſent by him, 
General Vaughan, to Martinique upon public af- 
fairs ? ? 

A. He was, 

. Did he ſend Lieutenant MMickewls: as be- 
ing an intelligent Officer, and well verſed in the 
French language! ? 

A. Certainly ;, he looked upon him as a very 
proper perſon. 


Lieutenant THOMAS WATSON, 


Of the 15th Regiment of Foot, being called upon 
to explain what he knew relative to the Signal- 
men, was {worn and examined. 


Q. {By defire of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn.) 
What does he know relative to the Signal- 
men having been upon their poſt or otherwiſe, 
on the morning of the ſurpriſe ? 

A. On the 12th of December, 1781, the wit- 
neſs waited on the lady, at whoſe houſe the Sig- 


nal-men lay, and aſked where the two Signal-men _ 


were when the iſland was captured? She infor- 


med him, in anſwer, that ſhe ſaw a glittering or 


arms upon the Signal- hill early that morning, and 
bid her man go and call John, one of the Signal- 
men, and defire him to go up and ſee what that 
glittering of arms was, for ſhe had loſt ſome —_ 

2 the 


A. He r there was very little diffe- 
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the preceding: day, and imagined there were fome 
people come for the like purpoſe. again. Fobn 
went up, and remained there a long time: ſhe 
then defired the other Signal-man ro go up :—he 
did ſo, and was likewiſe detained; ſhe then ſent a 
ſervant boy, a Mulattoe, who was. alſo detained ; 


and laſtly ſhe ſent up one of her own ſervants, . 


who came running down again, and faid the 
French had taken them priſoners. 

Q. Did ſhe not tell him, when he made this 
enquiry, whether the ſun was up or not at the 
time? 

A. She did not mention any farther particulars, 
only ſaid it was at day-break. 

Q. Does he recollect her ſaying whether the 
gun had fired or not? 


A. He does not. The witneſs added, that two 


days after he had aſked the old lady this for his 
own information, he deſired Captain Garſtin to 
walk to her houſe with him, when ſhe repeated 
the fame ſtory, which the witneſs then wrote down, 
and gave Captain Garſtin a copy of it. 


Mr. MATTHEW FORST E R, 


Commiſſary General in the Weſt Indies, was 


ſworn, and beipg defired to relate to the Court 
every thing he knows relative to Mr. Neagle from 
the time of Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn's firſt 
going to the ifland of St. Euſtatius, depoſed, — 
That Mr. Neagle lived in the ſame houſe with 
Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn and the witneſs ſe— 
veral months: the houſe was Mr. Texier's, and 
Mr. Neagle was conſidered as Mr. Texier's attor- 


ney for his effects left in the houſe; he had a fair 


character as a merchant, and, the witneſs believes, 
it 


1 


it was founded i in truth, Mr. Neagle was one of 
thoſe Engliſh merchants whoſe property remained 
untouched, except with regard to proviſions, ef 
which there was a general confiſcation— from the 
knowledge he had of Mr. Neagle he ever conlide- 
red him as a loyal good ſubject. | 

Q. {By defire of the Proſecutor Was Mr. Nea- 
gle an [riſhman, and a merchant reſident upon the 
iland at the time of the capture, who traded with 
the enemies of Great Britain ? 8 

A. Mr. Neagle was an Iriſhman, and reſident 
upon the ifland at the time of the capture: — he 
knows nothing with regard to his trading with 
the enemies of Great Britain; but apprehends, 
from his property being reſtored to him, there: Was 
nothing found againſt him. 

Q. Did the inhabitants upon the iſland, and 
particularly merchants, ſupply the enemies of 
Great Britain with naval and military ſtores pre- 
vious to the Engliſh taking poſſeſſion of the 
iſland? 

A. He can't make a diſcrimination : many -of 
them certainly did. 

Q. (By the Court) What was Mr. Texier ? 

A. A French merchant. 

Q. With whom did Mr. Neagle converſe prin- 
cipally, with the Engliſh, or with the iſlanders ? 
A. His principal converſation ſeemed to be with 
the Engliſh ; he converſed very little with any 
others, except Mr. Texier's ſon- in- law, and one 
or two others. 

Was the property of am e 2 Britiſh 
ſubject, confiſcated ? | 

A. He does not know of any. 

Q (By dcfire of the Proſecutor) Does he re- 
collect the name of Mr. Texier's ton in-law ?. 

A. 


( 152 ) 
Fi Ves; it was Chabert. 


„Does he know, or has he heard, that Mr. | 


Chadert was the perſon who planned che expedi- 
tion againſt St. Euſtatius, and was one of the firſt 
men who landed upon the iſland with the French 
the morning of the 26th of November, 1781 ? 
A. He knows nothing of this ; he had quitted 
the iſland four months before it was captured; 
nor can he charge his memory with hearing it, 


Mr. HOULTON HARRIES, late Sur- 
geon of the 13th Regiment, was ſworn and queſ- 
tioned with reſpect to an affidavit made by Mr. 
Texier in the Weſt-Indies,—with a view to its 
being read, the purport of which was opened by 
him to be a vindication of the character of Mr. 
Neagle, from an aſperſion which had been thrown 
out againſt him, and from a vague opinion which 

revailed, of his holding correſpondence with the 
t but the Court being of opinion, ſuch affi- 
davit was not proper evidence, the ſame was not 


received. 


It being on the ſtroke of three, the Court 
— till the morrow morning at ten 
o' cloc 


SATUR- 


n. 


6 


SATURDAY, May 24, 1783. 


T he COURT being met, purſuant to adjourn- 


ment, 


Mr. HOULTON HARRIES, 


Sworn Yeſterday, was croſs- examined at the deſire 


0 of the Proſecutor. 


Q. Does he know Mr. Chabert? 

A. He does. 

Q. Is Ms. Chabert a relation of Mr. Texiet ? 
A. He is a grandſon of Mrs. Texter. 


Q. Was Mr. Chabert with the Marquis ds 


Bouillice, when the expedition againſt St. Euſtatius 
took place ? 


A. He underſtood Mr. Chabert was the perſon 


who conducted one of the principal columns of 
the French, but the witneſs was not A AC the 


illand himſelf at the time. 

Q Had he any opportunity of knowing, whe- 
ther Mr. Chabert was attached to the French? 

A. From the converſation he had with Mr. Cha- 
bert he appeared to him ſo, and being a French- 
man, it was very natural. 

Q. Does he know, whether Mr. Texier was a 
principal inſtrument in bringiog about the expedi- 
tion in queſtion againſt St, Euſtatius ? 

A. From letters, which Mr. Texier ſhewed the 
witneſs, he has reaſon to think he was the princi- 


pal and only perſon conſulted by the Marquis de 


Bouillié. 
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Lieutenant. colonel COCKBURN, not having 
any farther evidence to offer immediately relative 
to the charge in queſtion, deſired, that ſome offi- 
cers of rank and long ſervice, who were attending, 
might be permitted to ſpeak to his character an 
general conduct as an officer. 


_ JEFF ERY Lord AMHERST, General of 


of bis Majeſty's Forces, being ſworn depoſed, that 


Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn was Adjutant to the 


35th Regiment, under his Lordſhip's command, 


during the ſiege of Louifburg — and went with 
the Regiment the following year (1759) up the 
Riyer St, Laurence, under the command of Major- 
general Wolfe; — In the year 1760 he joined is 
Lordſhip at Montreal with a e ag Be 
the command of Brigadier Murray.—In the year 
1761 the Regiment encamped at Staten Iſland, and 
embarked under the command of Major- general 
Monckton. Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn was 


with him at Martinique, and afterwards at the Ha- 


vannah, under the command of Lord: Albemarle, 


and returned to Florida in 1763. During theſe ſix 


years, to the beſt of his Lordſhip's recollection 
and knowledge, Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn be- 
haved as a very active, diligent, 1 officers 


The Hon. THOMAS GA G E, General of 
his Majeſty's Forces, upon oath declared, that he 
has known Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn a great 
number of years, has ſerved with him often; 
Licutenant-colonel Cockburn's conduct was ſuch; 


as did him credit, andhealways bore the charaQter 


of an active, gallant and good officer, 


The 


( 155 ) 


"The Hon. JAMES MURRAY, General 
of his Majeſty's Forces, upon-oath, declared that 
he has known Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn a great 
many years, from the time of, the laſt ſiege of 
Louiſburg, — he has always looked upon him as 
a good officer, diligent, and intelligent ;—he had 
ſo good an opinion of him, that he employed him 
as his Aid de Camp at the battle of Quebec, in 
the year 1760, where Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn 
acted to his intire ſatisfaction. He has known him 
fince an Adjutant to the 35th Regiment, which he 
reviewed when upon the aff and found it to be in 
very good order, and reported it accordingly, and 
he was told by Colonel (now Lieutenant general) 
Campbell, that it was owing to the aſſiduity of 
Mr. Cockburn the adjutant, that it was in ſuch 
good order. D's e I 


 Lieutenant-general WILLIAM FRYON; 
upon oath, declared, that in the year 1777, he had 


the honour to command the troops at King's-' 


Bridge; of which the 35th Regiment made a part: 
he at all times obſerved the ſtricteſt diſcipline pre- 
ſerved in that regiment, which he attributed to the 
diligence and attention of their Commanding offi- 
cer, Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, whom he eſ- 
teemed and reſpected, as a very excellent officer. 


Lieutenant- general DANIEL JONES, upon 
oath declared, that he commanded the troops at 
New-York. and the iſlands in the ſpring of the 
year 1778, the 35th Regiment was one of the corps 
within his command: Lieutenant-colonel Cock- 
burne (then at the head of that Regiment) was 
very obſervant of all the orders given, and both 
the Lieutenant-colonel and the Regiment did their 
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duty with great care and diligence in the poſt, 
which was aſſigned them. 9 35 
Q. Had he been in the ſituation of General 
Vaughan, would he have had any objection to 
giving Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn a command? 
A. He ſhould not. . 


Lieutenant - colone! COCKBURN mention- 
ed to the Court, that Lieutenant- general Sir Wil- 


liam Howe and Sir Henry Clinton had both in- 
tended him the honour of bearing teſtimony to his 


good conduct, when ſerving under their feſpective 
commands, and had given their attendance for that 
purpoſe during a part of the trial, but are not now 
preſent, . 


Colonel MATTHEW DIXON, (a mem- 
ber of the Court) in the abſence of Sir William 
Howe ſpontaneouſly offered to declare, what he 
had underſtood at the time, when Lieutenant-co- 


| Jonel Cockburn was ſerving under Sir William 
Howe's command, —and being for that 5 


ſworn, —he depoſed, that after the battle of White 
Plains, and after Major Cockburn (the priſoner) was 
appointed to ſucceed Lieutenant-colonel Carr in 
the command of the 35th Regiment, as Lieutenant- 
colonel, which the deponent underſtood to have 
been given him by Sir William Howe, as a mark 


of his good behaviour and gallantry in forming his 


difordered Regiment and marching up the hill to 
engage the enemy, and which was given in prefe- 
rence to officers, who were ſenior to him in the 
ſame rank, — that inſtance of ſpirited conduct, as 
having occaſioned the promotion, was a frequent 
topic of converſation amongſt the officers. 
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- Lam COCKBURN having com- 


| pleted his Defence. 


Lieutenant ROGER SON, (as the bondud of the 


profecution had been aſſigned him,) roſe, and took 


notice of an imputation which Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn had, in the opening of his defence, en- 
deavoured to affix. on Lieutenant Mackenzie, one 
of the witneſſes examined on the part of the Crown, 
and deſired to have an opportunity of removing any 
poſſible impreſſion, which may in the ſlighteſt de- 
gree have affected the credit of his teſtimony ; and 
to this end, | 


Lieutenant- colonel ANDREW EDHOUSE, 
of the 13th Regiment (before ſworn,) was exami- 
ned, as to the ſaid Lieutenant Mackenzie's gene- 
ral character, with regard principally to his fi- 
delity, veracity, and reputation, as a man of ho- 
nour. He declared, that he has known Lieutenant 
Mackenzie ſome time, and that he never heard any 


perſon mention his name, but with the greateſt 


reſpect. | 
Q. Does he conſider him as a gentleman of 
ſtrict veracity ? 
A. He certainly does, 


The Honourable Colonel JOSEPH STOP- 


FORD, of the 15th Regiment, queſtioned to the 


fame point, depoſed, that he was appointed to 


the 15th Regiment of Foot, to which Lieutenart 


Mackenzie belongs, in the year 1779; that ſince 


bis knowledge of him, he has always looked upon 


him as a gentleman and a good officer, which 
character he alſo had of Lieutenant Mackenzie, 
from the 27th egi in which he had before 

4  kryedz 
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|  honbur and veracity. 
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ſerved ;- he has ever conſidered bim- as a 'perſbn 


of ſtrict honour and veracity. 


Major GEORGE HENDERSON, of the 13th 


Regiment, alſo examined to the ſame- point, de- 


clared that he ever had a very high eſtimation of 
Lieutenant Mackenzie, both as an officer and a 


gentleman; he entertains the beſt opinion of 
his veracity, fidelity, and honour.  » 


Captain EDWARD MADDEN, of the 1 gh | 
Regiment, deſired to ſpeak. to the ſame point, 
declared, that he has ever looked upon. Lieute- 
nant Mackenzie to be as good an officer as any in 


his line; he has ever appeared to him moſt 


pointedly juſt in every reſpect. This witneſs thinks 


it alſo proper to mention, that he came over in 
the ſame ſhip with the Count de Bouille and Lieu- 
tenant Mackenzie, and he ſhould i imagine, he muſt 
have bad an opportunity of noting, if there had 
been any improper communication between chem, 
but he never could perceive any. 


Captain ROBERT GARSTIN, of the Royal 


Regiment of Artillery, declared that he has had 


the pleaſure of Lieutenant Mackenzie's acquain- 
tance for ſome years, during which time he has 
always looked upon him as à man of ſtrict honour 
and veracity. 


Captain JOHN FREEMAN, of the 13th 


Regiment, declared, that ſince he has known 
Lieutenant Mackenzie, which has been nearly 


three years, he has looked upon him as a man of 


Captain 
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Captain GEORGE GOLDFRAP, of the 13th 
Regiment, being ſworn, declared, that he has 
known Lieutenant Mackenzie from the year 1778, 
and has ever looked upon him as a meritorious 
officer, and a man of the ſtricteſt honou. 

. Q. Was he, (Captain Goldfrap,) ſecretary to 
Lieutenant general Grant, when he commanded in 
the Weſt- Indies. 

A. He was: - | | 

Does he know that 1 unnint -- General Grant 
fent Lieutenant Mackenzie to ee on 
public buſineſs? | 

A. He does. 


Lieutenant GEORGE. LEWIS, of the Raye 
Regiment. of ; Artillery, depoſed, that ſince his ac- 
quaintance with Lieutenant Mackenzie, which 
commenced when the Igth Regiment came to St. 
Euſtatius, in 1781, he has been upon very inti- 
mate terms with him, and ever found him to be 
a gentleman of. the ſei honour and vera- 


city. 2111411 


Lieutenant JAMES SCOTT, of 8 1 2th 
Regiment, depoled, that he has had the — hy 
of Lieutenant Mackenzie's acquaintance, for ſome 
time paſt, and has always looked upon him as 4 
gentleman of the ſtricteſt honour and veracity, > 


The PROSECUT OR- deed | alſo to have an 
opportunity of refuting an aſſertion made by Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Cockburn, in the opening of his 
defence, in as much as the enemy's having taken 
poſſeſſion of the iſland without any oppoſition, is 
attributed in part to the miſbehaviour of ſome of 
the 13th Regiment of Foot. 


Major 


— — — — 
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| Major GEORGE HENDERSON, was thete- 


upon again called and interrogated, whether he has 


had any, and (if any,) what converſation with 
Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn at Antigua, ſince 


the capture of St. Euſtatius, by the French, upon 


the ſubject of the behaviour of the 13th Regi- 


ment. 


Major HENDERSON depoſed that a rumour 


having - prevailed at Antigua, that Lieutenant- 


colonel Cockburn had ſpoken diſreſpectfully of the 


13th Regiment, at Barbadoes, he, the deponent, 
mentioned the circumſtance to Captain. Garſtin, 
then juſt returned from Barbadoes, who infinuated, 
that he had heard ſuch a thing mentioned. The 
deponent, in conſequence of this rumour, waited 


upon Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, at General 


Preſcott's, in company with Lieutenant-colonel 
Edhouſe, and Major Roberts of the 28th Regiment, 
and mentioned to Lieutenant- colonel Cockburn, 
after-ſtating the rumour which prevailed, that he 
was happy to have an opportunity of aſking him 
in preſence of thoſe gentlemen, whether ſuch ru- 


mour had any foundation in truth? — Lieutenant- 


colonel Cockburn anſwered nearly in theſe words; 
« Captain Henderſon, I do declare, in the pre- 
« ſence of Colonel Edhouſe, and Major Roberts, 
ce that I never ſpoke diſreſpectfully of any Officer 
« or Soldier of the 13th Regiment, except that vil- 
ee lain, Roger/on, who has aſſaſſinated my character,” 
alluding, as the deponent underſtood, to Mr. 
Rogerſon's going to Barbadoes, and the informa- 
tion there given by him to Major-general Chriſ- 
tie. The deponent thereupon told Lieutenant- 
colonel Cockburn, he was perfectly ſatisfied with 
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this declaration made in preſence of thoſe. officers, 
one of whom belonged to another corps. | 

With a view. to another matter ſuggeſted by 
Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, in the opening of 


his defence ; | 


Major HENDERSON, was interrogated, what 
is the character of Serjeant- major Robinſon, of the 
E Tones 3 

A. As he remembers, the Regiment got the 
Serjeant- major, in the year 1763, out of General 
Rufane's Regiment, at Hilſea barracks; the depo- 
nent has always looked upon him to be a very good 
ſoldier, and a man of very fair character in point 
of veracity and otherwiſe. The deponent himſelf 
entertains a very high opinion of him, and be- 
lieves he enjoys the good opinion of every Officer 
in the corps. þ _ PI 97 

Q. (By the Court.) Has Serjeant-major Ro- 
binſon the general reputation of a ſpirited and brave 
man ? | 
A. He has always looked upon him as ſuch; 
he never heard any imputation whatever to his diſ- 
advantage in that reſpect. | 

Q. (By defire of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn.) 
5 he ever ſee the Serjeant-major tried in 

er 'Bornlizan 

A. He never did. 


- 


The COURT-MARTIAL, having duly con- 
ſidered and weighed the evidence given in ſupport 
of the Firſt Charge againſt the Priſoner, Lieute- 
nant-colonel, JAMES COCKBURN, with that 
roduced in his defence, is of opinion that he is 
UILTY of the whole of the ſaid Charge, namely, 


te 


of culpable neglect, while Commanding in Chief 
e E * . 41 his 


I 3h ( 162 ) 
« his Majeſty's Forces in the iſland of St. Eu- 


( ſtatius, in not taking the neceſſary precautions 


© for the defence of the ſaid iſland, notwith- 
6 ſtanding he had received intelligence of an at- 
« tack intended by the enemy upon the ſame, 
+ © and of having on the 26th day of November 
178, ſuffered himſelf to be aer, by an 
ce inferior body of French troops, which landed 
ce on the ſaid iſland without any oppoſition, and 
© ſhamefully, abandoned and given up the Garri- 
* ſons, Poſts and Troops under his command;” 
and this Court doth adjudge, that the ſaid Lieu- 
_ tenant- Colonel JAMES COCKBURN be there- 
fore CASHIERED, and declared unworthy of 
ſerving his Majeſty in any Military Capacity 
Whatever, and that the ſame be notified to him 
publicly, at the head of the 13th and 15th Re- 
giments of Foot. who were under his command 
at the time of the ſaid ſurpriſe, if that may con- 
veniently be, — or otherwiſe at the head of which- 
ever of the ſaid Regiments his Majeſty ſhall think 
fit to direct; — And the Court doth, for the ſake 
of example, farther adjudge, that the charge of 
which the Priſoner has been convicted, together 
with the ſentence pronounced againſt him, be de- 
clared in public orders, and circulated: to every 
Corps in bis Majeſty's ſervice. * e. 
THE COURT think it but juſt and due from 
them to Lieutenant George Mackenzie, who during 
his examination at their bar has conducted him- 
ſelf with temper and propriety, to vindicate him 
from infinuations made by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cockburn in the courſe of his defence, and to 
declare, although he naturally and commendably 
urged the Proſecutor to meet thoſe inſinuations 


with the honourable teſtimony of ſeveral reſpec- 
* 2 [ | table 
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fable officers, that there has not been adduced a 
tittle of proof which tended in any degree to de- 
rogate from the character of the ſaid Lieutenant 


Mackenzie as an Olbicer,.. or to peach, his credit 


as a Witneſs: 


The CQURT thiok it, alſo proper, in juſtice 


to a Company of the 13th Regiment of Foot, 
which has been deſcribed, as quartered near Fort- 


George, to take notice, th t it has not appeared 
from any evidence, that this Com any received 
any order from Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, in 


which he was diſobeyed, as alledged LN him in 


his defence. 


"" Adjourned til Saturday the 31ſt inge at 
ten o'clock in the morning. 


ROBERT HAMILTON. 


sATURDAVY, "May 45 1783. 


T he COURT being et according to chou. 
AL Aiesgs 204 ment. ven tr 


The e eee in- 


formed them, that he had had the honour of laying 


their proceedings before the King, when his Ma- 


jeſty had been pleaſed to approve thereof, and to 


order, that their judgment be publicly announced 
to the Priſoner, Lieutenant- colonel COCKBURN, 


in open Court, and had alſo given direction for car- 


ry ing the ſentence fully i into execution, except as t 
e "A - 2 - the 


(164 ? 
the circumſtance of the priſoner's diſmiſſion being 
notified to him at the head of the 13th and 65h 
Regiments of Foot, or of one of them, with which, 
as it cannot be conveniently effected, his Majeſty 
has thought fit to diſpenſe. 8 


? * . 


And the Priſoner, Lieutenant-colonel JAMES 
COCKBURN, was thereupon called into Court, 
and the adjudication was publicly announced to 
him, together with his Majeſty's command re- 
ſpecting the ſame, as herein before expreſſed, in 
N of ſeveral of the Officers who were ferving 

n the iſland of St. Euſtatius, at the time of the 
ſurpriſe, 5 „ 
The Judge- Advocate. General, then farther in- 
timated to the Court, in the preſence of Lieute- 
nant-colonel Cockburn, that an inveſtigation of 
the remaining article of charge, namely, „Scan- 
“ dalous and infamous behaviour, unbecoming 

e the character of an Officer and a Gentleman, 
in claiming and obtaining from the Commander 
ce in Chief of the French Troops, a ſum of money 
* not his own, upon the ground of its being his 
*< privace property,” gppearing 10 be no longer 
neceſſary, in as much as this crime, if proved, 
would be puniſhed only by caſpiering: — His Ma- 

* jJeſty has been therefore pleaſed, to diſcharge the 

Court from any farther proceeding againſt Lie- 
utenant-colonel Cockburn, who was thereupon 

diſmiſſed; — and the Court was declared (by his 
Majeſty's command) to be diffolyed. 


4 


OI 
Judge- Advocate-General's Office, * 
ue 23, 1783. 


Ta) 


Profidemt!, to Lieutenan dende Cockburn: I am 
under the painful neceſſity of telling you, Sir, you 
are no longer to conſider yourſelf as an Officer of 


his Majeſty's ſervice. ' - - 


Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn. The 1 tells 
me ſo, Sir. | 

Prefident to Mr. Rogerſon. I have received your 
letters, and layed them before the Court; and it 
comes from me, merely as Preſident, to tell 
you, Sir, in this public. Court, that there is 


not the leaſt ſnadow of imputation upon you in 


any ſhape whatever; and I hope, that deliverin 
this in this public manner, will ſatisfy you, Ws 


 Flear you to the world, 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Edhouſe, 


Captain Henderſon, 


Captain Freeman, 
Lieutenant Scott, 


Lieutenant Follett, 


Lieutenant Butter, 


Lieutenant Voung, 


St. 
Captain Scott, 


1 A n 


Lieutenant Davies, 
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Enſign Rogerſon, 
Enſign Smith, 


* Enfis gn Backhouſe, 


ANDREW ED HOUSE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel 13th Regiment 


Enfign Saville, 
Adjutant Smith, 
EO Sheridan. 


Lieutenant Webſter, 
Enſign Hardyman. 


P 


4. 


CC ARTRII 


FLANNEL. 


PIIITA 


$Tazeg ut 12pmog 


d sung fe. 


—ꝓñ—————ů—— — ñ— — n 


100 


— . —·— 


sagpunoꝗ anog 


1 


$43punog x1g 


ROYAL REGIMENT of 


$IPeyol 


Aeg sipunoꝗ 241m [, 


- 


$19punog ↄuiN 


s1opunoꝗ ATT, 


*. $19punoq u223y2317 


$19punoq 4003-41u2m T, 


NATURE of ORDNANCE. 


197110 yIUL-11317] 


TURN of the ORDNANCE and AMMUNITION 


of 
0 
2 
S 
O 


| 


0F THE 
TERIES 


neeſter - 

nſhend <- < 
han 
. 


urne - 


FORTS 
8 


r 


Irlotte 
Inningham YN 
Wnai-hill < 


mberland - - 
iney = „ 


7 * 


ION, in the different BATTERIES, on the ISLAND of 
T of ARTILLERY, commanded by Captain ROBERT G 


* 


4 4 * 


\ TRIDGES. 1 

EL. PAPER. 8 | | 5 | 

* — [|= | | 7 

4 3 „„ 3 

r 2 

a |= s o | = | & || 5 > | = þ & [EF 

— -| N ay | — — ——— 

700 || 200 3800 65 | 100 © | 1900 200 | 3800 | 300 | 600 | 20 | 16 | 16 
o || 100 | 400 O 54 © | 500 o | 1000 0 2141414 
O 80 320 O 54 O 400 O | 1000 © | a 4 S-7--4 
o || 100 400 0 65 okay 500 o | 1000 e % SE 
0 co | 150 04 20 o | 200 2 | 400 0 VVG 
2 60 240 © 1 © 300 O 600 O * 4 2 2 
o 60 240 a 0 300 ©} 600 0 8 44 

150 50 150 0 40 0 | 400 o | 300 'o | 2504 4 a2 
© bo | 240 ©) 6 | 32 J 300 o 600 © oj 144-3 2 
© 120 780 os, 60 > | goo o. | 1800 (9 o| 12 6] 6 
80 40 | 160 2 48 3 | 300 © 60 oO | 110 4 2 2 
© 60 240 | 0 30 > 300 o | 600 © 0 :1--:4 1-3-4: $ 
70 0 o | 0 50 | © | 100 o | 200 o | 110 81 ee 1 

150 ff - © O | (0) 100 o | 200 0 | 400 0 220 3 SY 1 
© bo | 240 891 1 300 0600 5 e 

150 || 1040 | 7360 [ 65 809 5651 f 6900 || 200 |: 4000 | 300 | 1290 | 83 [49 l 51 


* Not quite complete at the Surpriſe of the Iſland. 


: > | 8g -þ en IC 1 6: = Ls 2 | — — 7 
* 2 on * f — 1 * „„ — T4 FE <0 
- 0 peo Jo suoiãd y ä „dn IE i ie eb eWoat, Oe 5 2 4 
2 85PeyurT | - © mn © W X X va 33 * „ „ „ ©. 
8 2 $2114 Surwig ST TT TN ³ r ð NSN mT MY > G 
8 . 4 
| 
— 8 | 
a - _ bes. Wipe [a] 
= - C e VVT F wt 2 QQ 
— J „ << © Fj: O 
- 85 W 3 soIdpueH | © = 8 1 G © o « 8 95 
| 8 & | $JOOUPEe AA | 2 x Q <Q Q by "2. Nx S RQ Q — — Q | -— 
2 8 1 : | $ITPE'T | W__ +. 8 " = * M WF ag — D 
< _ TA | oo oewwwececonnge dy + «no 
2 Q -. soqn 8 CTR 0: . 9. 
a : 2 ＋L N — — A. i. 
| n 3 25 hos | | 
"0 5 8 JJ SS 499 0-009 4.19 1 
: les Fe 2. 89924 | « 85 
* 2 my — ——— _ | a . — 
38 CC SS 838884838 
NM 2O 2 a ee ee | - | 1 
* | : Apts WS ee " | 8 888 2 
1 XY $I9ZJIMOF „5 © 2 SST a 0:9 2-0 3 E 
* | Auf- 203 $jjays Q SR 
$3 — — F 
I 3 TCT 
= O + TH V & ov = * en 7 8 
3 - 


18, with the Diſpoſition of the Detachment of the 


lovember I, 1781. 


N N A M E 8, &C.. 2 N 


— 
"a . 


= -> a i & ö 

5 Xo D E TAC H MEN T 
5 4233 OF THE. . 
= — S = 2 BY 
eel E [Et | [ROYAL ARTILLE RV. 5 

0 O 8 
< 05 * 5 We 
19 | 48 | 10 | 200 || Serjeant, Forſter; Matroſs, Charleton - | 


| 


to 


| Serjeant, Nath ; Matroſs, Ra 
Gunner, Hawes; Matroſs, Patterſon - - | hs; 
| Bombardier, Petigrew; Matroſs, Gardner [ 2 
Gunner, Bartley ;, Matroſs, Sloan | 2 
| Matroſles, Atkinſon and Thompſon - 2 


* 


| Gunner, Scott; Matroſs, Widdo ws | 2 
| Bombardier, Falconer - - - - < - I 


| Bombardier, Waugh; Matroſs, Standing 2 


: Bombardier, Graham; Gunner, Oliver - | 2 
Me | 
12} 2] 10% Kenney - = - -* = = $: > $4 


„ 


'F of © 100 ] Gunner, Benny; Matroſs, Cockran - 2 


| | 2 | 
1] = F-0 E Corporal, Henderſon; Matroſs, Pickering |: 2 
*þ 24+ 3 2 Gunner, MCotter - - - - - 1 


3 o | o | 100 || Bombardier, Smith; Matroſs, Cunninghan.} 2 


8 "Ys 


REES 4 W Eo — — 
* 


69. - 120 | 20 | 1400 | | TOTAL, |, 27 


/ 


G ARSTIN, Captan commanding Artillery. 


"4 


— R * 


— = .. ——— KC — — 
\ 
22 N 3 3 
* 5 5 2 *. e - 
hy 1 Ing Nen 00 0 05 e zurpusꝗ oN v 10g uf 295y v 
* | WO ras © el pour *uorye ut doc; e. I JT 
8 5 wy . = 


33 2100 0-105 ur Prep-Selg om ze wepuaq 
onlg e Joppen Aq paroayur oq nt RI way ny 5 0 oi pur popfod 5d 01 990 o. 


7 * « 4 
+. 


2 | : | | 7 el at ow aq 03 81 urpusd nn N od og dar kay Jl 


el 2} 2940 pay1on 2q 01 81 wepudg TM e. dy g 30 wh oe way "19 IM. JI 


dong pur N po N Geld „ '- — © * 8 » - - om vt op 0 
*$3015 pod TID ng Sh ><: bn "= 'A 8. 15 = Im ut ep 40g 
n eu ng nei geld — 5 9 : 1 SO 6. N 3 n ut on 10 


poqꝗ pur ade oni Je 1 — 5 - a e on By. we surg 401 


I H- I VNOIS wog pen aq 03 8 1 v N O18 


1 


CORRESPONDENCE, &e. 


— 


E xtra? of Cale EAboiſe- 5 Letter to Bri gadier-general 
rages Nou. 18, 1918. 


«SIR, 


c F HAVE the honour to znclofs to your Excellency 
| 1 the reſignation of Lieutenant Peter Webſter, o 
the 13th regiment of Foot; and ſhould your Excellency 
be pleaſed to accept of it, I beg leave to recommend En- 
ſign William Rogerſon to ſucceed him, as an attentive 
and diligent officer, and the eldeſt Enſign in the 13th, 
and, as he juſtly obſerves, has been put over ſeveral times 
fince his arrival in the Weſt Indies. 


With the greateſt reſpe& 
| J have the honour to be 


Your Excellency's 
Moſt obedient and moſt 
Humble ſervant, 


ANDREW na 
Lieut. Col. 1 908 reg 
St. Euftatia, 1855 Nov. 1781.5 


{A true copy, G. Cults: M. G.) 


Coty 


t 2e 


Copy of Lieutenant-colonel Edbouſe's Letter to Brigadier- 
15 Chriſite, dated. St. Euſlatia, Dec. 1, 1781. 


„ei en ox | 
ce I HAVE the honour' to inform you, that the Pay- 
. maſter will tranſmit by Enſign Rogerſon a return of the 

bat and forage for the _— two hundred days, in obe- 
dience to a late order received from Head Quarters. 

“% J had the honour of writing to your Excellency the 
18th inſtant, inclofing Lieutenant Webſter's reſignation 
of the 13th regiment, and likewiſe a recommendation of 
Enfign flows on. The Marquis de Bouillié being made 
acquainted with the ſituation that Enſign Rogerſon at 
preſent labours under, is pleaſed to order, that his pro- 
motion may not be retarded, to allow him the indulgence 
of getting himſelf exchanged the firſt opportunity. 


With the greateſt reſpet 
1 8 r to be 
Your Excellency's 
Moſt obedient and moſt 
Humble ſervant, 


ANDREW EDHOUSE, 
| Lieut, Col. 13th reg.“ 
(A true copy, G. Caz1sT1E, M. G.) 


Copy of a Letter received from General Chriſtie, dated Bridee- 
| toon, Bar badoes, Dec. 11, 1781, Sn 


4 8 EN, 


A8 you have come here as an officer upon parole 
of his Majeſty's 13th regiment, part of the late garriſon 
of St. Euſtatius, without bringing me- from the late 
Commander of his Majeſty's Troops in that garriſon a 
iingle ferap of paper, or any ſatisfactory account from 


either of the Lieutenant-colonels next in command there, 
#7 | relative 


1 

relative to the diſhonourable ſurrender of chat! important 
iſland, * of St. N 85 to a 9 of has 
troops, the ormer with a garriſon connin 2 
Ac latter 63 effective men, making N 86 of — as 

Troops as are in his Majeſty' s ſervice ; therefore 
to enable me to ſtate for the King's information the par- 
tieulars of ſo ſingular an event, I do require and defire 
vou, not only to give anſwers in writing to the queſtions 
I have hereto annexed, but alſo add thereto every other 
particular you can think "_ to mon light“ on this im. 
portant but neſs. 1% 4 12495 | Ag 1 22 


I am, 1 I yaito! 
Your moſt obedient kumble ſervant, 


6. eHRISTIE. 
7; En/ign e Yi bis GI; 5 75 


4 3th iment. 3 


The * were annexed, BA the ie 4005 wers returned to 
. 'Gener al Chriſti ies , 


1. Q. When did the enemy appear before St. Euſta- 
tius? What did their force conſiſt of? When and where 
did they diſembark, how many men ? 

A. The enemy 25 red in St. Euſtatius on Monday 
morning, the 26th paſt, between day break and. ſun riſe; 
their force confiſte of between three and four hundred 
men ; they diſembarked at a place called Jenkins's bay ; 
the total of their number, by the report of a French of- 
ficer, were upwards of one thouſand, 

II. Q. Who commanded in chief, and what other 
officers of diſtinction were on that expedition $2 

Pe The Marquis de Bouilliè commanded the expedi- 

tion, Count Dillon attended him, and a Colonel Fitz- 
morris, now Commandant of the iſland. 
III. Q. Was any reſiſtance made by the Troops, or 
had they any orders to reſiſt the enemy ? 
A. No refiſtance whatever was made by the Troops, 
nor did my receive any orders to that * Iv. Q. 


w ”D VWwE WW Sw 3 2 


Em 
2 n were the uſual guards on the. iſland, 
po ö 


where p 
A. Requires much cogſider ation. O 
V. Q. Were there any guards on the fide the enemy 
landed, or centries between that part of the coaſt and the 
barracks; or had you any guards or centries at the bar- 
racks; or were there any poſts on the high and command- 
ing hills or grounds ? e e 1 
A. There were no guards or centries where the enemy 
landed; there was a fort called Tumble-down Dick, 
which lay ſome little diſtance to the right of the road the 
enemy went, where there was a Corporal's eight day's 
guard; there were no guards or centries between the 
place the enemy landed at and the barracks, nor were 
there any poſts on the high commanding grounds. 
VI. Q. When was Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn in- 
formed of the landing of the enemy, and what ſteps did 
he take thereon n? | 5 
A. Lieutenant - colonel Cockburn was not to my 
knowledge informed of the landing of the enemy until 
he was taken priſoner. A report univerfally prevailed, 
that an orderly Serjeant of the 15th regiment acquainted 
him, by the information of a Negro, at eleven o'clock 


ed, and number of centries from each? 


the preceding night, that the French were then landing ; 


he togk little notice of this report, and diſmiſſed the Ser- 
jeant directly. Lieutenant-eolonel Cockburn took no 
ſteps whatever to prevent the enemy's taking poſſeſſion 
of. the garriſon, he being taken priſoner on horſeback, 
N return from bath ing * 

VII. Q. Did Lieutenant-colonel Cockhurn conſtruct 
any additional batteries or redoubts, from the time the 
late Commander ing Chief left Pi Aug. 1, 


to the ſurrender; hom many, an „„ 
3 Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn was conſtructing an 


4 


ſame? 


„ 


A. The Commandant the day after the intermeft of 
Brigadier-general Ogilvie, took off a ſubaltern's guard 
from Tumble- down Dick, and replaced it by a Corporal 
and three or four men, which continued. In reſpect to 
the taking off or adding to the 
leave to conſider. "ET 


„ 
” 


IX. C. Whether was it a priQticable place where 


the enemy landed? And have you or not undetſtood-a 


_ 


Captain Garſtin had given any opinion thereon ; and was 


any thing done in conſequence ?_ 1 
A. Lieutenant Lewis of the won informed me, 
that Lieutenant-colone] Cockburn had ſome time before 


ſent Captain Garſtin to ſee if it was praQticable« for an 


enemy to land on that part of the iſland; Captain Gar- 
ſtin reported in eonſequence, that the enemy could effect 
a landing at Jenkins's bay: no ſteps to my knowledge 
were taken to prevent them. FF be aerial 


- 


done when the enemy landed, and 


„X. Q. ee aſk. Lieutenant - colonel Cock - 


burn what was to 
what anſwer did he me? N 
' A. Captain Henderſon of the 1th regiment informed 
me, that ſoan after the ſurrender of the garriſon, he wait- 


ed upon Lieutenant=colonel Cockburn, who aſked him, 


What was all this about? or ſome queſtions to the ſame 


| Purpoſe. Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn made hit a re- 


ly, that if Soldiers would not do their duty, it was not 

is fault. | | 2 A PT” 9 1 ee 4 
KI. Q. What did the enemy da after the ſurrender 
af St. Euſtatius, relative to the veſſels in the hay, or the 
money faid to be in what is called the King's cheſt? 
As, The enemy the day following the ſurrender of the 
garriſon, diſpoſed of by public”vendue all the veſſels taken 
jn the bay, and the next day divided the produce, along 
with the monies formd in the King's cheſt. 
XII. Q. How much money was ſaid by the Com- 
mandant to be in the cheſt, and how much was found in 
It ; and whether or no, where there not a number of pri- 
vate purſes with money in them, in faid cheſt, belonging 
to certain inhabitants, with their names marked on the 


+ 
Y 


ards or centries, beg 
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A. The monies, - by the information of a French offi- 


cer, reported by Lientenant-colonel Cockburn to be in 


the cheft, was about fixty thouſand pounds; he farther 
added, to their great ſurpriſe it exceeded that ſum more 
than double. "There were a number of private purſes 
found in Lientenant-colonel Cockburn's poſſeſſion, which 
the Marquis de Bouillié being made acquainted with, or - 
dered a proclamation to be iſſued, that all inhabitants 
who had formerly given in their private monies, to ap- 
pear at Head Quarters, where they would have them 
reſtored ; conſequently their purſes were returned, 

XIII. Q. Was you preſent at opening the ſaid cheſt, 
dr who have you heard was preſent, beſides the F rench 
General, and who of the late-garriſon ? | 

A. I was not preſent at the opening of the cheſt, nor 
did Lever hear any Officer in the garriſon was, N 
Lieutenant: colonel Cockburn. 

XIV. Q. Was any part of the ſaid money in the 
cheſt claimed by the Commandant (Lieutenant- colonel 
Cockburn) and how much? 

A. The Marquis de Bouillié being made to under- 
ſtand by Licutenant-colonel Cockburn, that a part of the 
money in the cheſt was his property, and on his declar- 
ing ſo upon his honour, it was returned him, amounting 
(by the report of a French Officer, who told me he was 
preſent) to three thouſand ee | 

XV. Q.. How did the Marquis de Bouillié diſpoſe of 
the money aforeſaid? and what came of the money 
claimed by the Commandant ? 

A. The Marquis de Bouillié, the day ach the ſale, 


divided the money amongſt the captors ; the ſums claim- 


ed by the Commandant were paid him, 

XVI. Q. How did the Marquis de Bouillié treat the 
Officers and the late garriſon, and how diſpoſe of them? 

A. The Marquis de Bouillié treated the Officers with 
every degree of reſpect and attention, and indulged them 
with the liberty of going where they pleaſed. 7 

XVII. Q. Where the Officers permitted to be ſent 
with the Soldiers? 

A. Any Officers defirous of going with the: Soldiers 


were permitted. | XVIII 2 


— — 


1 
| 


<4 14 )} 


XVIII. Q. Did you hear from ee 0 
Cockburn, that great preparations were makin Ach Mar- 
tinique by the enemy for an embarkation; hat the. gary 
riſon any additional orders thereon? 1 

A. Inever had any acceſs whatever to Lieutenspt gg 
lonel Cockburn, but what my duty obliged me; the re- 
maining Officers of the garriſon were in a fimilar fituay 
tion, therefore never heard, any declaration whatever 
from him reſpecting preparations at Martinique. The 
garriſon did not receive any additional orders thereon. 

XIX. Q. What quantity of ammuinition were in 


poiicfion of the Troops? 


A. The Aare J believe bad five. rounds of care 
trigh each. 

X. Q. What is the general opinion of the Officers 
and lat late garriſon of St. uftatius, relative to the ſure 
* er? 

a A. The general opinion of the e and ike 
at St. ſtatius was, that the Commandant had aQual- 
ly ſold the iſ}and, or that ſome breacherous proceedings 
had taken place. 
XXI. Q. Was there any chan nge to your knowled 
previous to the arrival of the enemy, of the uſual fi 
nals for ſhipping, or were che fignal men changed, wad 


what reaſon ? 


A. There was no chings in the uſual ee 
lady of the houſe where the ſignal- man lodged, (Pitte- 
crew) informed me that he was changed a few aa be» 
fore the captors of the iſland. 


ibi . r 
G. Santi. u. WILLIAM ROGERSON. 


N. 


a 114 U 11 & \ ; by 


Copy of n Gelluru 5 Com ns,” delfugrid 
to General Mathew, the Commander in wa, > in the Ne . 
* FA dies. 6 | | 


: 6 0 *} 
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„WHEN I arrived here from st. Eustatius on tho 
morning of the 19th of December laſt, I waited, on 
3 Mor- 


( 1s ) 

Major-general Chriſtie, and delivered him my report of 
the particulars relating to the capture of that iſland : — 
he told me that it was unlucky that I had not arrived 
ſooner, for that the Ranger ſloop of war had ſailed two 
days before for England, in which Enſign Rogerſon, of 
the 13th Regiment, who had arrived here a few days 
before, had taken a paſſage : upon being told this, I 
immequately ſuſpected ſome foul play; however, I took 
my leave for that time, promiſing to return todinner. 

6 From that time till dinner I was informed by many 
reſpectable perſons, that Mr. Chriſtie had repeatedly 
cloſetted that Enſign Rogerſon, (an Officer ill-ſpoken 
of by his own corps) and wrote out a liſt of queries, to 
which he extörted anſwers from him, altogether falſe, 
and tending to deſtroy my character. I was farther told 
that Mr. Chriſtie had even given money to the Enſign, 
to ſupport him home. And though Rogerſon had fo 
much honeſty left as to ſay that I might be expected here 
hourly, yet, ſo far from detaining him till my arrival, 
Mr. Chriſtie burried him away the quicker, giving him 
in charge to an Officer of his family, to ſee him into the 
boat, that I ſhould have no opportunity of confronting 
him, and doing myſelf juſtice. | 5 | 
„ At dinner I took an opportunity of mentioning En- 


ſign Rogerſon, remarking, that it was altogether unuſual | 


for any Officer, commanding in chief, to ſend home a 
t upon mere hearſay, of any events that had hap» 
pened at a diſtant quarter, before he received the report 
of the Officer commanding there. Mr. Chriſtie then 
declared upon his honour, that he had no concern what- 
ever with Enſign Rogerſon, and that he never wrote 
home one ſyllable, directly or indirectly, relative to St. 
Euſtatius; that he only ſent home the uſual returns, du- 
plicates, and private letters, all which he put into a bag, 
and delivered to the care of Enſign Rogerſon, merely ag 
he happened to be a paſſenger : this declaration he again 
repeated in the preſence of Lieutenant-colonel Stopford, 
Captain Garſtin, Enfign Watſon, and others; notwith - 
ſtanding all this, knowing the man, I had my doubts of 
his yeracity, and the event has fully juſtified my ſui- 
picion. 1 | £ 


«& For 
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e For the laſt packet brought an extract of a letter to 
Lord George Germain, from Major-general Chriſtie, 
dated at Barbadoes the Arth of December laſt: That 
© with grief he reports the taking the iſland of St. Eu- 
© ſtatius, &c. by a handful of the enemy, without the 
© leaſt oppoſition. from the Garriſon.” This, I conceive, 
inſinuates a want of courage in me, — a crime, I thank 
God, no man dare accuſe me of, my character _— 
been too long eſtabliſhed ſuperior to that of Mr. Chriſ- 
tie, who I believe never looked an enemy in the face. 
Had the whole of that letter been publiſhed, Mr. _ 
tie would have appeared in his proper colours-; time I 
hope will bring it forth. of 
1 « Mr, Cn, 2 dos, will — found = have acted 
the part of a Spaniſh inquiſitor, by pre-judging me, ang 
taking private — . — Gin her o an or! 
ficer ; every man is ſuppoſed innocent till he is legally 
found guilty, An Officer of candour and judgment, 
would have inſtituted a public enquiry, where all parties 
might have an opportunity of declaring themſelves. 
How far Mr. Chriſtie has fairly repreſented my eonduQ, 
let the world judge, eee 5 
Another act of Mr, Chriſtie's oppreſſion I muſt alſo 
relate, The day I arrived from St. Euſtatius I found 
| kuat he had taken upon him to ſtrip me of the employ- 
ment of Quarter-maſter-general to this army, to which 
I had been appointed by higher authority than ever he 
was poſſeſſed of; but the apology he made to me for ſo 
doing, muſt mark the character of the man to the world; 
he ſaid, that he wiſhed to gratify his friend, Lord George 
Germain, by giving that employment to his nephew, 
Major Damer ; and that he had laid hold of the firſt 
opportunity, which was that of the Ranger ſloop, to 
ſignify the fame to his Lordſhip. I am perſuaded, that 
from the. known upright integrity of his Lordſhip, he 
muſt hoth reprobate the man and his principles, when 
the affair becomes: known to him; and that the very 
Officer, who has ſucceeded, will likewiſe do fo, and he 
is a gentleman of high worth and reputation, - _ 
„% Why Mr. Chriftie did not ftretch his oppreſſion 
farther, in ſtripping me of my Te. L 
1 5 


) 


know not; but think hq was equally juſtified in doing 


the one as the other, 
«© In this appointment Mr. Chriſtie broke alſo his 


faith with an Officer * of rank and reputation, to whom 


he promiſed, as far as in him lay, the poſt of Quarter- 
maſter-general, when it ſhould become vacant. That 
Officer, after charging him with a breach of promiſe, 
with juſt indignation quitted the ſtaff employment he 
was then ſerving in, and joined his Regiment. I men- 
tion this circumſtance only to convince the world of the 
principles of the man: I have many more of the ſame 
kind, but ſhall reſerve them for other 1 un- 
willing to give your Excellency unneceſſary trouble. 

4 I ſhall humbly ſubmit to you, Sir, and to the world 
in general, whether Major-general Chriſtie has, upon 
the whole, acted conſiſtently with the character of an 
Officer, a gentleman, or an honeſt man; and I] reſt fully 
perſuaded of meeting, from your Excellency, every 
redreſs in your power, for the wrongs and *opprefions I 
have met with, f 2 10 gf 


Lieut. Col. 35th Regt. Foot.“ 

Barbadoes, March 10, 1782. 
To his Excellency Major-Gen, Mathew, 

' Commander in Chief, &c; Se. 


41300 above was publiſhed in the New-York Gazette, 
a 


—_ 


Magazines, and acknowledged by General Mathew. 


Lieutenant - colone! Cuyler. 


A ä © GENTLEMEN, 


JAMES COCKBURN, 


— „„A — OE NE INT ION — 
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Ii conſequence of the Publication of this Complaint, Lieutenant 
Roger ſon wrote the following Letter to his Regiment. 
Salopian Coffee-houſe, Sept, 20, 1782. 
nn, - 00% 5 
«© SOME aſperſions on my character having a pear» 
ed in the Patten 5 for July laſt, ＋ 7 other 
publications, under the ſignature of James Cockburn, 
Lieutenant -colonel of the 35th Regiment, and the ſame 
having only eome to my knowledge a few days ago, on 
account of my being in a diſtant and retired: part of the 
country. © muſt now requeſt the Officers of the 19th 
Regiment, with whom I haue had the' bonaur of ſerums, 
as a duty I ewe to my own feelings and character, to de- 
clare whether my conduft merited the reflections ſo in- 
juriouſly made uſe of by Lieutenant -colonel Cockburn, 
which I, ſhall here quote, viz. That I was an Officer 
in- poken of by my own corps. I flatter inyſelf that 
my line of conduct has always been ſuch as to deſerve a. 
very different opinion from what Colonel Cock burn has 
taken the liberty of aflerting. 


I have the honour to be, 
ene it 
With the greateſt reſpeR, 
| | Your moſt obedient and 
S157 71 mamoſt humble ſervant, 
WE IH WILLIAM ROGERSON, 
Lieut. 13th Regt,” 


To the Offers of the 13th Regt. 


The above Letter brought the follewing Anſwer, 


„8 I R, 


„W are happy in aſſuring you, in anſwer to your's 
of the 20th ult. that we retain. a lively ſenſe of the pro- 
priety of your conduct, both as an Officer and Gentle- 
ma; and hereby authoriſe you publicly to declare that 


the 


6609) 


the aſſertion made uſe of by Lieutenant - eolonel Cock» 
burn, of the 35th Regiment, in the Political Magazine, 
is groundleſs, _ * eee 
wer Sir, 
Vour moſt obedient 

th and moſt humble ſervants, 
Signed) A. Edhouſe, Lt. Col. 13th Regt. 
H. Houſton, Lt. 13th Regt. G. Henderſon, Capt. ditto. 
B. Follett, Lieut. ditto. C. Ruſh, Capt. + ditto. 
| * Buttar, Lieut. ditto. W. Blair, Capt. ditto, 
. Backhouſe, Lieut. ditto, J. Ogilvie, Capt. ditto, 
J. Balneavis, Enfign ditto. J. Watts, Capt. ditto. 
G. Hardyman, Enſign ditto. C. Davis, Lieut.” ditto. 
P. Smith, Enſign ditto. W. Hepburn, Lieut. ditto. 
R. Saville, 2 ditto. J. Scott, Lieut. ditto. 
J. Sheridan, Quart.-maſter. Williams, Lieut. ditto, 


0:8, 1782. 


DN. B. "Theſe letters were publiſhed in the Morning 
Herald and Magazines. ] | 


Copy of a Letter wrote to Colonel Williamſon, Deputy 
Adjutant General, with Incloſures, dated Sunday Evening, 
March 2, 1783, 


$8 
«© INCLOSED is a lift of queries,“ which you de- 
fired me I ſhould make out, and which I do myſelf the 
_— of ſending you as ſoon as I could poſſibly finiſh 
em. b 
& TÞ have alſo incloſed a manuſcript letter, + which was 
haftily written by a friend of mine in the Weſt Indies, 
to ſatisfy the world that the Troops (who were cenſured 
at that time) were not to blame. If it can lead to a 
clearer inveſtigation of the unfortunate capture, I ſhall 
think myſelf happy by affording you a peruſal of it on 
the preſent occaſion, The queſtions which are ſpecified, 
Aa2 with 


. The queries were the ſubſtance of what appears in the pro- 
cecdings, therefore not neceſſary for publication, 
 . On the ſame ſubjeft, | 


— — — IE EEC — 


* with the games of the different Officers, are only in re- 
| ſpe&'to the loſs of the iſland. The injuſtice, oppreſſion, 
| and inhumanity of Lieutenant-colonel Cock burn, during 


4 


his command, as well to our own ſoldiers as to the inha- 
bitants, the general deteſtation in which he was held by 
all ranks of people in all the different iſlands, are too 
[ well known to require any particular explanation, His 
undeſerved treatment of my charafer, (which, I thank 
| God, ever received the approbation of my brother Offi- 
cers) and the threats of his perſecution, would juſtify any 
ſtep I could take to expoſe him to the world... 
l have the honour to be, Sir, a WT 
| 4 Vour's, &c. &c.  * - ; 
WILLIAM ROGERSON. 


Lieut, 1 3th Regt.“ 75 


2 BY 1 Eon WOE or I oe — 2 — I 
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Colonel Williamſon, 


The following Letter was wrote in conſequence of receiving @ 
| Laft of Charges from Colonel Williamſon. . 
«STIR, Marth 11, 1783. 
13 * | 

B «IT HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
| of a copy of the incloſed paper, which I received yeſ- 
terday from your office, with a requeſt that I would 
examine the contents of it, and add any other charges 
that I was acquainted with to them already ſpecified. _ 

(© have the honour to acquaint you, Sir, that IJ am 
not perſonally informed of the circumſtances that prece- 
ded and attended the unfortunate capture, in a more par- 
ticular degree than any other Officer of the garriſon; 
and if I have inteteſted myſelf, more than any other 
perſon to bring this buſineſs to an iſſue, it has been from 
a duty which f owe my own character, and the corps I 
bave the honour to ſerve in, to reſent the unmerited cen- 
ſure, Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn has thrown upon it in 
his public letter to General Chriſtie. I beg leave to ob- 
| ſerve again, Sir, that his tyranny and oppreſſion, to all 
= - deſcriptions of people, rendered his name odious in the 
| | 2 i Weſt- 


Gif 


(n 


Weſt· India illands; and I ſhould ſuppoſe ſuch a line of 


conduct inconfiſtent with the character of a Britiſh Officer. 
I have the honour to be, &c. A192.” 


avg WILLIAM ROGERSON, 
10 4 7s Licut. 13th Regt.) 
Col. Williamſon. Fo 
[The incloſed paper was the charges] 


- 
* 


ee, Horſe-Ouardi, 25th April, 1783. 
% 0647S 1 


© I HAVE to acquaint you, that a General Court- | 


Martial is appointed to be held here on Monday fort- 
night, the 12th of May, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, 
for the trial of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, upon the 
following charge: © That while commanding in chief 
© his Majeſty's forces in the iſland of St. Euſtatius, he 
was guilty of culpable neglect in not taking the nece(- 
fary precautions for the defence of the aid iſland, not- 
withſtarding he had received intelligence of an attack 
intended by the enemy upon the ſame. And farther, 
that he did, on the 26th day of November, 1781, 
ſuffer himſelf to be ſurpriſed by an inferior body of 
French Troops, which landed on the ſaid iſland with - 
out any SP toe : and that he did ſhamefully aban- 
don and give up the Garriſon, Poſts, and Troops, 
* which were under his command.“ And J am to deſire 
you will give your attendance, in order to the Court's 
receiving your teſtimony. I am alſo to requeſt you will 
furnith me with the names of any ſuch perſons whom 
vou may think material witneſſes. EY 


1am, S ER, ED 
Your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 
CHARLES GOULD.” 


* 


A & ‚ 6A © R M KM 2 


Lieutenant Milliam Rogerſon, OT 
of the 13th Regt. of Fuuts \ 


i 


* 


C. 825 


15 5 V4 * FA 4 | 2 LLSGET Po e 
SR, 8 | April a8, 1783. 


« I HAD the honour of receiving a letter from you, 
dated the 25th inſtant, with a copy of the charges on 
which Lienutenant-colonel Cockburn is to be tried, and 
requeſting that T would furniſh you with the names of 
the perſons I might judge would ſpeak to thoſe points. 
In compliance with your defire, I have the honour now 
of incloſing them; at the ſame time I ſhould eſteem ixia 
ſingular favour, if you would be ſo obliging as to in- 
form me in what fituation 1 am to conſider myſelf re- 
ſpecting the Court-Martial now depending. 


Iz have the honour to be, Sir, 3 
| | With the greateſt reſpect, | 
Lour moſt obedient and 
very humble ſervant, 122 
WILLIAM ROGERSON, 
3 P 1.10005 "LietorhitlyRegt.!/ *) 
Sir Charles Gou:d. - e OT BOOTOURG0 TH 2 


- 


70 Lieutenant Rogerſon, 13th Regiment. 


* COLONEL Williamſon preſents his compliment 
to Lieutenant Rogerſon, has ſeen. the letter which Sir 
Charles Gould wiſhes to ſnew Lieutenant Rogerſon ; and 
Colonel W. thinks it will obviate all difficulties, and re- 
move every objection that Lieutenant Rogerſon, may 
have. Sir Charles Gould waits at home and begs the 
favour of ſeeing Lieutenant Rogerſon immediately. 


* 


Tue: ty minutes paſt twelve,” 


To Lieutenant Rogerſon. 


Horſe Guards, Friday Aſiernoon, May 2. 
SIR, r 5 ; 
SEND incloſed, for your information, a copy of 

a letter juſt now received from Colonel Stopford. You 
| « Will 


..C 188*-) 


will be pleaſed to let me know, whether you think his 
attendance, in his very infirm ftate of health, may be 
nen i | I am, Sir, | 

| Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
CRARLES GOULD? 


$2 


C7 ĩ ͤ an $oicwm 

„IH AVE che honour to acknowledge the receipt of 

ours, and I muſt beg leave to ſay, if Colonel Stopford's 

ealth is in ſuch a ſituation, chat a journey to London 
would in any degree injure it, I ſhould be very ſorry to 
require his, attendance. However diſagreeable my 


fituation may be as a man, in reſpect to the Court Mar- 


tial, I muſt now, as an officer, conſider myſelf diſcharg- 
ing a duty which J owe his Majeſty, and the Garriſon [ 
have had the honour to ſerve with, and on that account 
I think the teſtimony of Lieutenant-colonel Stopford. 
who commanded the 15th Regiment of foot cannot with 
any propriety be diſpenſed with, | 


6 


WILLIAM ROGERSON, 


* mh Lieutenant 13t J. I. 
Friday Evening, May 2, 1783. 


To Sir Robert Hamilton, Bart. 


1 


IT AK E the liberty of inclofing you a copy of that 
part of Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn's defence, tending 
to affect my character, and the copies of other letters, 
with the utmoſt ſubmiſſion to requeſt you would lay them 


before the Honourable Court, in order that it may be the 


means of exculpating me in their opinion, from his ver 
8 a 


| 
| 
| 
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falſe and malicious aceuſations.—I declare to you, Sir, 
(and I call God to witneſs that I ſpeak. the truth) that 
when I left the iſland of St. Euſtatius, it was on my own 
private buſineſs; in order to ſecure the ſucceſſion, and [ 
had not the moſt diſtant idea of ever in my life appear- 
ing in the diſagreeable ſituation of a proſecutor nor did 
ever perſonally ſpeak ill of Colonel Cockburn, my opi- 
nion of him was the general opinion of the Garriſon, and 
it was with reluctance, often I was..gbliged to declare 
it; I think it a peculiar hardſhip that J am likely to ſuffer 
from his reſentment and malice, and becauſe 14 been 
the humble inſtrument of proſecuting at the bar of a 
General Court Martial, a man univerſally accuſed in the 
opinion of his country, and which-taſk every Officer in 


the Garriſon was more competent to diſcharge than my- 


ſelf, that my character ſhould be uſhered into the world 
as a vnlunteer in the -bujazeſs, which my diſpoſition, and 
the Whole tenor of my life has ever been averſe to. 

With the greateſt reſpect, I have, &c. &c. 
„ WILLIAM ROGER SON:? 


7 4 12 5 
£ : *343 2 * 4 
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The copies of the letters alluded. to above, were the 
letters of Lieutenant-colonel Edhouſe and Lieutenent - 


Webſter's reſignation, which were: the only inducements I 
ever had of viſting the iſland of Barbadoes, in order 
that I might have an opportunity of laying them before 


Major-general Chriſtie, at that time Commander in 


Chief of the forces, * 1% 
£ T7 Wan ti ANG + 
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In Conſequence of the Complaint made to General Mathew by 
Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn appearing” in the New-York ©* 
Gazette, of the 8th of May, 1782, as recited from Page 


I muſt, however, now beg your Excellency will 


” 2 : 
I * * 0 
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174 to 1787 the follawing are Copies of Letters that paſſid 
between Major - general Chriſtie and General Mathew. 


5 w * Barbadoes, kuf 305 1782, 


. Cannot help applying to your Excellency, in con- 
ſequence, of the contents of the encloſed paper, which I 
only received the 27th inſtant, marked A, it. will ex- 


plain itſelf ; and to beg to be informed if ſuch a com- 


Plaint as is there ſtated and publiſhed in the New York 


Gazette, the 8th of May laſt, was made by Licutenant- 
colonel Cockburn againſt me; if it was, I regret ex- 
ceedingly your Excellency did not cauſe it to be inti- 


mated to me, in order to have vindicated myſelf againſt 


ſuch; groſs and falſe accuſations, while he was on the 


. ſpot,” and which he never ſignified to me in any manner 


whatever. 


% Your Excellency, I hope, will allow it has the ap- 


pearance of rancour, to ſend ſuch a thing to New Tork, 


to be publiſhed in the face of the army, where prejudice | 
may take effect before any opportunity of vindication, 
| 


as he might have publiſhed here as well as there. You 


will pleaſe to recollect, that in the letter I did myſelf the 


bonour to write, dated the gth of March laſt, I regretted 
much your ſadden departure from this iſland, which put 


it out of my power to lay before you my correſpondence | 


after the command of his Majeſty's Troops devolved upon 
me, and was fince d#terred, partly expecting the honour 


of an interview from time to time, as well as from the 


trouble of copying ſo voluminous a . of 
various matters not now eſſential for his Majeſty's ſer. 


% 


be plgaſed to take the trouble of reading the papers en- 


| cloſed} marked B, which contains copies of all the letters 


or extracts of letters whatſoever, wrote by me relative to 


— 


086 


Licutenant-colonel Cockburn, the St. Euſtatia buſineſs, 
or the ſubject- matter of what the newſpaper ſtates com- 
plaint; at the ſame time be pleaſed to conſider, it was 
my duty to tranſmit by the earlieſt opportunity ſuch in- 
formation as I received relative to an affair of ſuch im- 
portanee as the capture of St. Euſlatius, which really ap- 
peared to me of the utmoſt conſequence, and formed my 
opinion that the enemy would certainly attack St. Kitt's, 
which I maintained in oppoſition to feveral reſpectable 
opinions, that this iſland, Barbadoes, againſt which the 
-armament was afterwards ſaid to be intended, and ſome- 
times that St. Lucia was the object, neither of which did 
enn en G. 54 Walt = 
I deny being a party, or prejudiced in Lieutenant- 
colonel Cockburn's condemnation or acquittal, the event 
could in no way affect me, or my having had any enmi- 
ty whatever againſt him; reſpectable — ore the 
Admiral, Governor, and myſelf, aſſerted Lieutenant- 
colonel Cockburn was at Martinique, which I never 
mentioned; neither did IJ, certain complaints made 
againſt him u hen in command, becauſe it might preju- 
dice; and as to Enſign Rogerſon, I never ſaw him till he 
dame to Barbadoes, after the capture of St. Euſtatius, 
ſtrongly and repeatedly recommended to me for promo» 
tion by, Lieutenant-colonel - Edhouſe, his commanding 
officer, as a moſt deſerving and good man, ſetting forth 

it was a matter ſettled before the capture, and that the 
Marquis de Bouillie wiſhed his promotion might not be. 
ſtopped, and your Excellency will reſt aflared, my 
tranſactions with him were open, and before my family: 

J never to my remembrance ſpoke a word to him in pri- 
vate — God forbid I ſhould act the part of tampering or 
cloſetting a man who might become an evidence; how 
ridiculous the allegation, as there was not the /inalleſt 

_ temptation, if my heart had been ſo corrupt. Mr. Ro- 
gerſon told his ſtory publickly, and to every body, and 
fo much of it, that to prevent miſtakes, I thought it my 
duty to write him a public letter with a few queries, and 
defired his anſwer in writing, expreſſiy for the purpoſe to 
fend io the Secretary of State for his Majeſly's information, 
which had the entire approbation and was-with the 3 
5 | ledge 


z 


- 
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ledge and conſent both of his Excellency the Governor, 


and Admiral, with which be complied, after the queſ- 


tions had been in his poſſeſſion ſome days; but when the 
Admiral determined to ſend home the Ranger /loop of 
war, this Officer was glad to embrace the occaſion, as he 
was intending to go home by ſome other the firſt convey- 
ance; I in courſe directed his taking charge of the mili- 
tary diſpatches for the Secretary of State, and I procured 
a paſſage accordingly. Afterwards, vpon his repreſen- 
tation that he was ſhort of money to carry him to Lon» 
don after landing, I moſt certainly ordered him five half- 
johannis, of eight dollars each, to pay the extra expence, 
which has been repeatedly done, and the common prac- 


tice to do, to Officers or others charged with diſpatches, 


which in this caſe as in all others were carried on board, 


and then delivercd to the perſon who was to take charge of 
them by a public Officer (but not of my family) and 
they may have gone on board together for ought I know 


to the contrary. 


In regard to my declaring upon my honour, that 


J had no concern with Enſign Rogerſon, whether that 
declaration was made or not it is to little purpoſe, becauſe 
it is certainly true; but my ſaying © I had never wrote 


_ © home one ſyllable directly or indirectly relative to St. 


Euſtatius,' is abſolutely falſe, I muſt haye great ef- 
frontery, indced, to have advanced that in the preſence of 
ſeveral gentlemen who knew the contrary, and in the 
reſence of my own Secretary, who copied, ſealed up, 
and ſent off all the letters to the Secretary of State, Com- 
mander in Chief, Secretary at War, and others, agree- 
able to the encloſed copies, marked B, as above men- 
tioned, who was actually then at table at the time, as 
well as the other gentlemen he mentions ; it therefore is 
impoſſible J ſhould even attempt to ſay ſuch a thing, 
nor-was there any occaſion for it. = 
«© The knowledge he pretends of me is begging the 
queſtion ; his notorious vulgarity and malicious turn will 


always prevent an intimacy ; an ungrateful diſpoſition to 


his beſt friends has marked him through life; it is na 
wonder (as appears from his practice, and ſome of his 


- a ” 
2 
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Accuſations) that he ſhould think à great virtue a great 
vice. 3 g ä 
„ The extract from my letter of the 15th of Decem- 
ber, as publiſhed (not in the New York) in the London 
Gazette, is truc, and it is ſtill the ſentiments of my 
heart. The letter itſelf he expects ſo much from if the 
whole had been publiſhed 7s uon record, and your Ex- 
cellency is now poſſeſſed of every word jn it relative to 
him or St. Euſtatius, notwithſtanding I ſhould not in- 
cline it ſhould be made public before His trial, as I abboy 
22 any handle to prejudice though in my power. The 


- 


ing's Miniſters are the propereſt judges what to bring 
forth for his Majeſty's ſervice. [ muſt beg farther to 
obſerve to your Excellency, in the courſe of all my in- 
formations, it never became a queſtion relative to Lieu- 
tenant=colonel Cockburn's courage; I myſelf never 
doubted it, nor ever accuſed him: how far a character 
(of his own trumpeting) is above another, the world 
will judge. I ſhould be aſhamed to enter upon the ſub- 
10 I never courted e or good opinions, though 
have often laboured to deſerve them. It is of the ſmal- 
leſt importance to me, Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn's 
belief: but it becomes neceſſary to ſay, that I have ſeen 
fire perhaps more before he was an officer, than ever he 
ſaw ſince, 7 | 


», 


„The reaſons why the Commandant of St. Euſtatius 
was not tried here after the capture your Excellency has 
long ſince been acquainted with.  * 5 
Mr. Cockburn likewiſe aſſerts a falſehood, in my 

ppinion, relative to the alledged oppreſſion concernin 
the office of Deputy-quarter-maſter- general, for which ; 
he never held any commiſſion, but appointed to act as ſuch, 
he ee deprived himſelf of it by becoming priſoner, 
notwithſtanding it is the only point I thought incumbent. 
on me to explain to himſelf, becauſe I /elt for bis ſituation, 
and told him, though not at the time ſtated, my real mo- 
tives, which appeared to me preſſing, otherwiſe perhaps 
J ſhould not have done it quite ſo | ba ; the anſwer he 
made me was, © he believed them to be true reaſons,” as 
ko they totally correſponded with his own ideas, and far- 
| Hier added, * You are right, you know I muſt go home 
. N " 
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c and I am ſure I'll never come back to ſerve in that 
office, or words to that purpoſe : but I do declare, on 
my word and honour, that 1 never did ſay, I laid hold 
Jof the firſt opportunity, the Ranger ſloop, to ſignify 
the ſame to his Lordſhip,“ as I never had it in my in- 
tention, nor never did ſay one word hy letter or gther-' 
wiſe, home on that buſineſs, but the ul recommenda- 
tion cuſtomary to the Commander in Chief, and War 
Office, repreſenting the gentleman in queſtion as an Of- 
ficer of merit, and fit for ſuch an employment zj but as to 
previous promiſes of mine, as is alledged, relative to that 
Office, that matter was fully diſcuſſed between me and 
the party alluded to, which Mr. Cockburn could not 
know, neither had any concern with it. Your Excel- 
lency will obſerve by ſome of the extras in paper 
marked C, being copies. of what was wrote by me to 
Commanding Officers on the ſame ſubje& in this coun- 
try, that I publicly called on all for information, relative 

to the capture of St. Euſtatius, and ſtated my reaſons. 
I beg to obſerve, that it is ſo far lucky Lieutenant- 
colonel Cockburn ſtates ſuch and ſuch things paſſing and 
being ſaid at table, there were that day ſeveral gentlemen 
of honour and character preſent beſides the three he 
mentions, whoſe opinions or evidence | ſhall not proba- 
bly have an opportunity to call for. You have o about 
Ju Excellency at preſent, ſeveral more are here, who 
dare ſay will give uniform and bonourable evidence of 
the converſation of that day, which was held by the late 
Commandant of St. Euſtatius in ſuch an indecent manner 
relative to people in high rank, and things in general, 
that I was obliged to put a ſtop to it, and break up com- 
pany. Theſe facts will therefore call to the recollection 
of theſe gentlemen what then paſſed, if your Excellency 
pleaſes to enquire; but the behaviour that day led me to 
— _ farther connection but what point of duty 

obliged. -- 1 5 | 

80 on the whole of this buſineſs, from what I ſtated 
in the firſt part of this letter, if it has been ſubmited to 
your Excellency, whether I acted conſiſtently with the 
character of an Officer, a gentleman, or an honeſt man, 
{ moſt Jincerely atguieſce; my conſcience acquits me of 
5 : | ſuch 
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ſuch falſe accuſations, and I am confident what I ſaid 

was with the beſt intention for the good of his Majeſty's 
ſervice as far as my judgment enabled me; but your 
Excellency will allow, ſuch low ſcurrilous publications 
(by an Officer too) imprefles the public often with falſe 

notions regarding the pureſt conduct. I therefore re- 
2 your Excellency will be pleaſed to repreſent what 

have here the honour to communicate, to his Majeſty's 
Secretary of State, humbly to lay before the King the 
inſult and treatment I have met with from an Officer 
(Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn) for doing my duty, 
when honoured with the command of his Majeſty's. 
Forces in this country, notwithſtanding my twice re- 
ceiving the high honour of his Majeſty's moſt gracious 
thanks for my diligence and conduct, in order that the 
King may in his royal wiſdom do what ſeemeth meet; 
cotherwiſe, that your Excellency will be pleaſed to grant 
me leave of abſence for a few months to go to England, 
in order to lay myſelf at the King's royal feet, to im- 
plore his Majeſty's juſtice, ' as your Excellency ſhall 
Judge moſt proper and moſt expedient for the ſervice. | ' 


— 


J have the honour to be, 
with the greateſt reſpect, 
SIR, 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient 
and moſt humble ſervant, 


G. GHR TI 


To his Excellency General  Muthew, 
Commander in Chief of all his 


Majeſiy's Forces in the Leeward 
and Caribbce Iſlands, Antigua. 


N. B. The papers referred to, marked A, B, C, are 
| ' © unneceſlary to be inlerted, 


Antigua, 


17 


Antigua, September 17, 1782. 
« SIR, . » OP 7, 17 | 
c YOUR letter of the goth of Auguſt, with the ac- 
.companyments, A, B, C, did not reach me till Sunday 
the 15th inſtant, _Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn did put 
into my hands at St. Lucia, a day or two before he failed 
for Europe, a paper containing to the ſame effect that 
has been publiſhed in the New Vork Gazette, I did 
not receive it as a complaint that I. could enter into at 
that time, nor did I believe Colonel Cockburn meant 1 
ſhould, but I received it merely as a ſtate of his grie- 


vances. Colonel Cockburn being then on his paſſage to 


Europe to take his trial, I concerned myſelf no farther 
about it, It is certain, I had no conception that Colo- 
nel Cockburn meant to publiſh any thing he had repre- 
ſented to me, 1 will tranſmit to the Secretary of State 
the papers received from you relative to this affair with 
Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, according to your deſire, 
by the firſt opportunity, which I hope will anſwer your 
purpoſe ; nevertheleſs, if you think it highly neceſſary 
for you perſonally to go to Europe, you have my leave 
for the time you ſhall find requifite. e 


I have the honour to be, 
wich great regard, 
SIR, | 
your moſt humble and 
moſt obedient ſervant, 


EDWARD MATHEW.” 


To Major-general Chriſtie, 
Bar badbes. 2 


Extra? © 
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Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant-cclonel Cockburn to Bri- 

HE 1 Chriſte, dated St, Euſtatius, Auguſt g, 
/ $70. | | 5 

„ LAST night I had the honour of receiving your 

ſeveral commands of the 6th inſtänt, which ſhall be 

punctually obeyed. Without flattery, which I have 

| ever been a ſtranger to, I am ded. that every man 

. who either knows his duty or loves the ſervice will 

chearfully ſupport and execute all your meaſures, be- 

cauſe tbey will be guided by thoſe principles. One 


hu thing I beg leave to aſſure you of, that you ſhall ever 
EE == OT 
| 4 | 1 e i Dear Sir, 

| = Hy” I - your moſt obedient 

| | and obliged ſervant, | 

1 JAMES COCKBURN,”* | 


* Xnowing the Man, See the Complaint, page 175, which 
was ſent to New York previous to the giving it in to General 
Mathew, at St. Lucia, and publiſhed in the New York Gazette 
the 8th of May, 1782. | | * i 


„ 
Copy of 4 Letter from Lieutenant Regerſon, 10 Majors 


General Chriſtie. 


| Warrington, Lancaſhire, Auguſt 12, 1782. 
«S IR, 3 . 1 | 
& I did myſelf the honqur of writing to you in the 
month of February laſt, returning. your, Excellency, my 
moſt ſincere thanks for your polite Letter to my Lord 
Amherſt, recommending me for the vacant Lieutenancy 
in the 13th regiment, in which I was ſo happy as.to 


4 . 


ſucceed: 1 hope it came ſafe to hand. 


The diſagreeable news, which, by your defire, I was 


* XF 
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the meſſenger of, did not fail of creating much. ſurpriſe 
among his Najchy's Miniſters, as well as the King him- 
ſelf, who vihbly ſhewed his diſpleaſure on peruſing 
the report of the capture. of St. Euſtatius. -.I confets, 
that at the time, I n ſo delicately ſituated, 
that I almoſt conſidered myſelf reſponſible for the miſ- 
fortune I had 'to account for : time, 'and, I judge, a 
change in his Majeſty's Councils, aſſiſted greatly to- 
wards drowning the ſtigma that then prevailed; for after 
fix weeks had elapſed, the ſubject began to lay dormant, 
and the Officer commanding the Garrifon anxiouſly 
expected home. It was not till now that I was permitted 
to viſit my friends in the country, and then with orders 
to return at a moment's notice: fince that time a 
uni verfal ſilence has been obſeryed, onings I conclude, 
to the abſence of, Þieutenant-colonel Cockburn. 
The Political Magazine, for the laſt month, to my 


great aſtoniſhment, Exhibits Lieutenant-colonel Cock- 


burn's letter to your Excellency, and his complaint*to 
Major-general Mathew, it naturally. introduces your 
name. into public converſation ; and is the occafion of 
my now taking the liberty of addreffing you. I beg 
leave, Sir, for your ſatisfaction and inforination, to 
encloſe the particulars which I have cut out; it will 
furniſh you with Mr, Cockburn's deſcriptive account of 
himſelf, (fo J flatter myſelf it ſhould be called) for the 
language he makes uſe of, will only ſerve to expoſe the 
principles of the man. 22 will readily obſerve that I 

70 = On 
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am not without notice, my character of courſe cannot 
be expected to be drawn in any favourable light, know- 
ing him is cauſe ſufficient for my not being diſappointed; 

however, at preſent, I ſhall treat him and his account 
with the moſt contemptable ſilence, and reſerve any re- 

. ply until a public enquiry takes place: his accuſation of 
my being cloſeted with yon, and. your extorting anſwers 
from me, Tam happy to aſſure you I ſhall be ever ready 
to contradi&, conſcious that J have done no more than 
what my duty to my King and country demanded. He 

aſſerts, farther, that my anſwers to your Excellency, ' 
were altogether: falſe, this I am compelled to leave to the 
determination of a future day. I have lately very fre- 
quently looked over and ſerioufly reffected upon the ſub - 
jet, and I find the moſt pleafing ſalisfaction in declar- 
ing, that I am not ſorry for a fingle anſwer I have made, 
or any information I have given fince my arrival in 
England; on the contrary, I have been ſo happy as to 
meet with many additional circumſtances to corroborate 
my opinion and confirm my judgment, | 


Wich the moſt profound reſpe&, | 
have che honour to be, 
n ay Eo 
| Your moft obliged, and 
| | tt "Moſt obedient humble ſervant, | 
WILLIAM ROGERSON. 


4 


| Miajor-general Chriflie, 
Mat- Indies. 


2 


